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NOTE. 


This  is  an  English  rendering  of  a  pamphlet 
published  in  Portuguese,  but  re-arranged  and 
brought  up  to  date  as  regards  the  contents  of 
the  original  Appendiees.  Where  it  has  been  found 
impossible  or  inconvenient  to  obtain  the  actual 
text  of  sueh  documents  as  were  first  written  in 
English,  re-translations  have  been  given.  eare 
being  taken  to  get  as  close  to  the  wpiter's  mean- 
ing  as  possible. 
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THE  CASE  FOR  S.  THOME 


PREFATORY  NOTE 

By  TRANSLATOR 

"  A  little  pcoplc  that  has  had  to  put  up  with  a  grcat  dcal  of 
inj^ratitudc  and  calumny — thc  Portuguese  in  Africa." — Sir  H.  H. 
JoHNSTOX,  Procccdiu,í:is  of  R.G.S.,  Noi\  18S3. 

ONE  can  hardly  find  a  better  illustration  of  the 
comment  taUen  as  a  text  above,  than  the  story 
of  the  S.  Thomé  cacao  boycott,  of  which  one 
side  alone,  studiously  disfii>ured,  has  been  exposed  to 
pubHc  vievv  in  this  country.  Senhor  Mantero  here 
presents  a  ghmpse  of  its  other  aspect. 

The  case  for  the  confederacy  engaged  in  the 
engineering  of  the  movement  is,  of  course,  founded  on 
fact,  hence  its  vitaHty.  The  "  He  which  is  ali  a  lie,"  as 
Tennyson  tells  us,  may  be  met  and  fought  with  out- 
right  ;  but  "the  lie  which  is  part  a  truth  "  —  well,  it 
has  to  be  met  and  fought  out  likewise,  however  trouble- 
some  it  may  be  to  dissect  truth   from   fiction. 

The  African,  in  his  dealings  with  bis  brother 
African,  is  an  irredeemable  brute.  Despite  many 
amiable  qualities  of  character  to  set  off  against  the 
barbarian  in  him,  bloodshed  and  the  callous  inHiction 
of  suffering  are  but  incidents  in  his  normal  existence  ; 
and  the  idea  of  owning  his  fellow-man  is  part  and 
parcel  of  his  mental  structure  ;  he  enslaves  others  lest 
he  himself  be  enslaved.  On  this  principie  he  buys  and 
sells  his  neighboui' :  and  when  some  white  Power  —  in 
the  present  case  Portugal — steps  up  to  his  fronticr  and 
forbids  this  in  the  name  of  Humanity.  he  proceeds  to 
A  1 
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behead  liis  hiinian  livc-st()cl<,  much  as  we  drovvn  the 
ncw  Itorn  piippics  and  kittcns  for  which  vve  cannot 
"  Hiul  a  home."'  The  African  Chief  does  not  see  why 
he   shoiild    not  do  as    he    pleases  with   his  ovvn. 

Thus  missionaries,  commanders  of  outposts,  and 
traders  of  ali  nations — British,  Belj^ian,  and  French, 
as  well  as  Portuguese — constantly  find  themselves  in 
the  dilenima  of  havinj*  to  l()ol<  on  and  see  murder  done 
— of  making  themselves  accomplices  before  and  after  the 
fact,  or  of  being  driven  to  ransom  the  condemned  negro, 
and  thus  to  expose  themselves  to  the  technical  charge  of 
slave-dealing.  The  matter  does  not  end  there.  Having 
ransomed  the  victim  as  the  lesser  evil  of  the  two,  what 
is  to  be  done  with  him  ?  For  keep  him  the  ransomer 
must,  or  transfer  him  to  some  one  who  will.  This  is 
no  new  diííiculty ;  it  was  one  of  the  first  to  arise  when, 
on  the  abolition  of  slavery,  British  men-of-war,  burst- 
ing  at  every  port-hole  with  a  noble  enthusiasm,  chased 
and  captured  vessels  carrying  cargoes  of  slaves  on  the 
high  seas.  Even  a  slave  cannot  live  by  freedom 
alone  ;  so  the  problem  was  solved  by  the  British  tar, 
on  the  eminently  practical  plan  of  handing  his 
freedman  over  to  the  planters  of  the  West  Indies,  who 
thus  reaped  ali  the  fruits  of  the  wicked  old  slave-trade 
with   none  of  its  risks  and   none  of  its  obloquy. 

But  when  Portugal  in  Africa,  taking  a  leaf  out  of 
the  book  of  Britain  in  the  Antilles,  began  to  dispose 
of  her  ransomed  negrões  on  the  same  principie,  up 
went  the  cry  of  "  slavery  in  disguise,"  raised  by  that 
elusive  Société  Anonyme,  which  in  compliance  with 
strict  legal  requirements  should  be  invited  to  register 
itself  as  "The  British  Commercial  and  Philanthropic 
Union,  Limited."  By  its  aggressiveness,  that  outcry 
served  the  useful  purpose  of  showing  the  Portuguese 
how  they  stood  with  regard  to  the  doctrine  of 
Effective  Occupation^the  modern  international  variant 
of  "*  your   money  or   your  life."      Its  application   to  the 
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case  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  in  the  crudest  form 
possible,  was  openly  preached  in  this  country.  These 
two  islands  vvere  largely  cacao-producing  regions ;  let 
the  British  chocolate-makers  declare  a  boycott  of  their 
cacao  as  the  chief  buyers  thereof :  the  depreciation  of 
the  island  estates  in  the  real  property  market  would 
follow  in  due  course ;  and  when  this  had  gone  far 
enough,  let  the  chocolate-makers  step  in  and  buy  up  the 
islands  for  a  mere  song.  Indirectly,  it  seems  assumed, 
this  measure  would  deal  a  death  blow  to  the  slave  trade 
throughout  the  African  continent,  biit  its  immediate  and 
most  gratifying  effect  would  be  the  ruin  of  a  small 
group  of  wealthy  Portuguese  living  in  and  around 
Lisbon.  To  their  lasting  honour  be  it  said,  the 
manufacturers,  for  whose  ostensible  benefit  this  act 
of  brigandage  was  proposed,  indignantly  rejected  it  as 
not  nierely  mischievous  but  insulting  to  Portugal. 
Concurrently,  however,  other  pressure  was  brought 
to  bear  upon  them  in  the  domai n  of  British  party 
politics,  and  in  the  long  run  the  chocolate-makers 
found  that  their  only  means  of  escape  from  their 
tormentors  lay  in  passing  on  to  the  island  planters  the 
boycott  with  which  their  own  goods  were  threatened. 
But,  British  party  politics  being  a  sealed  book  to  the 
Portuguese,  much  misunderstanding  arose  as  to  the 
true  position  of  the  chocolate-makers  in  the  crusade, 
and  on  both  sides  one  error  led  to  ant)ther  till  relations 
became  very  strained  indeed.  It  is  now  dawning 
upon  the  Portuguese  that  there  exists  in  Great  Britain 
a  pseudo-humanitarian  clique  who,  having  only 
imperfectly  succeeded  in  using  the  chocolate-makers 
as  a  stalking-horse  for  their  own  ambitions,  may 
yet  renew  their  efforts  in  some  other  form.  But  for 
a  fuller  exposition  of  the  Portuguese  view  of  the 
case,  please  see  Senhor  Mantero's  Speech  of  13th 
February,  reproduced  here,  and  tiic  important  memorial 
of   protest    by   pi^actically  the    whole    of   the    mercantile 
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coninuinitN"  of"  ÍJsbon,  presenteei  to  the  Minister  for 
I-'oi"ei_Lín    Aftairs   two   daj-s   later. 

Irrespective  of  the  forei^n  outci')'  we  have  referred 
to,  the  Portui^Liese  themselves  haci  tlisco\'ei"ed  that 
the  ransom  system  they  had  applied  to  Angola,  like 
the  analogous  scheme  of  the  Go\'ernment  of  índia  for 
the  extermination  of  venomous  snaUes  hy  giving  rewards 
for  their  sl<ins,  vvas  really  stimulating  the  growth  of  the 
evil  it  aimed  at  checking.  Just  as  the  gentle  Hindu 
set  to  \voi'l<  to  breed  the  deadliest  variety  of  reptile 
he  could  find — (I  have  seen  enumerated  in  a  conveyance 
of  real  property  in  Southern  índia  the  item  of  "  a  snake- 
farm,  with  the  snakes  therein ") — boiling  the  young 
serpents  to  death  in  his  cooking-pot  vvhen  grown  big 
enough  to  make  a  plausible  show,  and  presenting  their 
corpses  at  the  Government  treasury  as  so  many  vouchers 
for  payment,  so  the  ferocious  African  chieftain  started  in- 
creasing  his  stock  of  captives  and  criminais,  sentencing 
these  to  death  in  due  course,  and  inviting  the  nearest 
representative  of  Portugal  to  witness  the  execution. 
The  chief  well  knew  that  not  only  would  the  sight  be 
abhorent  to  the  white  onlooker,  but  that  the  interests  of 
htnnanity  and  agriculture  combined  might  be  trusted  to 
bring  about  a  protítable  deal,  which  was  ali  he  really 
wanted. 

No  doubt  the  captives  and  criminais  themselves, 
even  assuming  their  arrest  by  the  chieftain  to  have 
been  unwarranted,  shared  in  the  benefits  of  the  trans- 
action — provided  they  reached  their  ultimate  destina- 
tion  without  accident.  They  exchanged  a  life  of  alarms 
and  privations  for  one  not  merely  of  com  parati  ve  but 
of  positive  comfort  and  well-  being.  Butfrom  Central 
Africa  to  S.  Thomé  is  a  far  cry — a  fact  not  to  be 
suppressed  by  the  tricky  use  of  a  hyphen  in  a  head- 
line  ("The  Angola-San-Thomé  Cocoa  Slavery "  is  a 
fair  specimen  of  the  confusion  sought  to  be  created). 
The    most   serious   difHcult\-  of   ali.    and   it   is  here  that 


PREFATORY    XOTE 


Portugars  dear  friends  have  made  the  most  of  their 
case,  was  as  regards  the  transport  of  masses  of  men 
from  the  savage  interior  dovvn  to  the  coast.  In  un- 
opened  country,  prior  to  the  days  of  roads  and  railways, 
any  traveller,  however  well  equipped,  must  put  up 
with  hardships  which  elsewhere  would  be  intolerable. 
And  where  the  task  in  hand  was  the  convoying  of 
bands  of  barbarians,  white  overseers  of  good  character 
being  few  and  far  betvveen,  it  was  ahnost  imperative 
that  negro  agency  should  be  largely  employed.  A  white 
man,  so  long  as  he  was  not  a  brute  or  utterly  apathetic 
himself  (and  the  Portuguese  character  is  not  brutal — far 
from  it),  would  maUe  it  his  business  to  see  that  the  gangs 
in  which  he  was  interested  got  what  comfort  was  obtain- 
able,  and  that  cruelty  or  worse  was  not  practised  on 
the  journey.  But  not  so  the  negro.  Any  one  who 
has  had  to  work  through  even  higher  types  of  the 
coloured  races— the  fine  manly  SiUh,  for  instance — 
knows  the  brutaiity  and  often  the  diabolical  ferocity 
of  which  he  is  capable  when  out  of  range  of  his  white 
officer's  eye,  and  would  know  what  to  expect  from  the 
African  in  like  case.  Hence  a  certain  percentage  of 
deaths,  much  privation,  and  no  little  suffering — ali  of 
them  so  much  dead  loss  to  the  planting  interest,  and 
bitterly   protested  against  accordingly. 

Portugal  has  at  ali  times  strenuously  exerted 
herseíf  to  improve  matters  in  this  respect.  earning 
scant  credit  from  her  British  critics  for  her  pains, 
and  no  consideration  for  the  vastness  of  the  task  in 
proportion  to  her  machinery  for  dealing  with  it. 
And  now  that  for  two  years  past  not  a  single  Angolan 
has  been  sent  to  the  islands,  the  disappointment 
of  those  of  her  aggressors  who  Hnd  their  tíccupation 
as  fault-finders  at  an  end,  vents  itself  in  an  affected 
ignorance  of,  or  disbelief  in,  the  reforms  she  has 
effected.  No  prominence  has  been  given  to  the  most 
important  result   of  ali,  the  crcation  of  a  steady  stream 
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of  Mozamhique  iiiiinii*rati(in  into  the  islands,  manifestly 
voluntary,  the  iniinÍL>rants  returning  to  their  «vvn 
country  to  bring  their  vvives  and  friends  bacU  with 
them  to  S.  Thomé ;  or  to  the  vital  fact  that  the 
superiority  of  the  Mozambique  labourer  over  the 
Angolan  on  mere  grounds  of  physique  and  intelligence 
is  so  great  that  when  Angolan  recruiting  is  re-opened 
(a  decree  for  its  regulation  has  now  been  published), 
it  will  be  but  little  availed  of. 

So  much  for  the  flogging  of  the  dead  horse  which 
still  persists  in  this  country.  From  the  arm-chair  and 
study-window  point  of  view,  blacU  slavery  is,  of  coLirse, 
horribly  wrong :  the  loss  of  liberty,  the  invasion  of 
the  rights  of  man,  are  just  the  thing  that  rouses 
the  typically  Britannic  cry  "  something  must  be 
done."  Unfortunately,  in  this  frame  of  mind  it  is 
generally  the  wrong  thing  that  is  done ;  certainly  so 
in  this  case.  To  attacU  and  boycott  the  cacao  of 
S.  Thomé  as  a  measure  for  the  extinction  of  Central 
African  slave-dealing  is  about  as  sane  a  proceeding 
as  would  be  the  cutting  of  a  patient's  corns  to  cure 
him  of  organic  heart-disease.  The  root  of  the  evil 
is  African — purely  African.  Wherever  he  may  be,  the 
negro  remains  a  negro,  and  the  ragged  red  line  on 
the  map  which  maUes  him  a  British,  a  Belgian,  or  a 
French  subject,  means  little  to  him,  nor  has  it  the 
least  influence  upon  his  mentality.  Wiiat  he  has  done 
with  impunity  and  by  instinct  for  hundreds  of  years 
he  still  does,  and  will  be  found  doing  hundreds  of 
years  hence,  whether  the  islands  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe  revert  to  desert,  as  their  enemies  desire, 
or  not. 

It  would  not  be  fair,  however.  to  ali  the  actors  in 
this  coniedy  of  errors  to  impute  ill-will  and  nothing 
else  to  them.  Ignorance  plays  a  \ery  large  part  in 
it :  an  ignorance  occasionally  amazing.  "  Repatriation  " 
is   the    latest   cry :    but   what   steps   have    been   taken    to 


PREFATORY  XOTE 


make  sure  that  the  so-called  "  slaves "  of  the  islands 
want  to  be  "  f reed "  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  their 
would-be  benefactors  ?  One  luminaiy  of  the  cause, 
who  ought  to  know  better,  having  visited  the  coast 
himself,  says  he  understands  that  the  serviçaes  froin 
the  Cape  Verde  Islands  are  in  many  cases  sent  home, 
but  if  that  is  really  the  case  (he  throws  doubt  on  his  own 
SLipposition),  it  is  explainable  by  the  fact  that  they  are 
Frendi  subjects  !  Another  eminent  traveller  talks  of 
50,000*  slaves  waiting  to  be  set  free  ;  and,  to  add  to  the 
popular  mystifícation,  the  Secretary  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society  himself  states  that  a  Portuguese  officer,  whoni 
he  names,  found  them  in  the  Island  of  Principe.  Snakes 
in  Iceland  !  Any  Portuguese  schoolboy  could  have  told 
that  Portuguese  officer  that  at  no  time  during  the  last 
fifty  years  has  the  total  population  of  Principe,  white 
and  black  together,  exceeded  3,000,  and  that  it  is  at  the 
present  moment  considerably  under  that  figure. 

This  is  not  the  only  point  at  which  conjecture  has 
come  to  the  aid  of  defective  statistics.  A  high  death-rate 
and  a  low  birth-rate  are  charged  against  the  islands,  and 
several  material  facts  have  been  ignored  which  go  to 
upset  the  preconception  that  labour  conditions  alone 
are  responsible  for  the  defect  alleged.  This  is  far  froni 
being  the  case;  labour  has  to  be  imported.  not  merely 
to  balance  losses  by  death  but  to  develop  the  existing 
agricultural  estates.  Most  of  these  are  working  short- 
handed,  and  few,  if  any,  have  brought  their  total 
cultivable  área  under  crop.  This  explains  the  greater 
part  of  the  demand  for  hands  :  that  duc  to  the  dcatii- 
rate  has  been  exaggerated.  As  regards  the  low  birth- 
rate,  no  account  has  been  taken  of  the  racial  factor. 
No  two  races  are  alike  as  regards  fecundit}-,  and  the 
sterility  of  the   Angolan    is   not   peculiar   to   the   islands, 


*  His  latcst  estimatc  (dated  May,  publishcd  Aujíust,  1911).  rcduccs 

the   numbcrs  to  30,000— a   trivial   diFfcrciicc   of  20.000  souls. 
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but  is  due  to  saturation  of  the  race  vvith  hereditary 
disease  in  its  ovvn  continental  habitat.  Thus  no  wonder 
Anfíolan  serviçal  families  are  small,  and  Anj^olan  infants 
hard  to  rear.  Were  the  cause  purely  an  insular  one, 
it  would  operate  equally  in  the  case  of  Cabindans, 
Mozam  biques,  and  Caboverdeans.  Where  is  the 
evidence  that   it  does  so  ? 

Senhor  Mantero's  address  to  bis  Lisbon  audience, 
givin<4  the  facts  of  the  campaign  as  known  to  him, 
speaks  for  itself,  and  so  does  the  collection  of  docu- 
mentary  evidence  following  it.  From  the  kaleidoscopic 
jumble  of  party  politics,  philanthropy,  anarchism, 
and  chocolate-making,  the  reader  may  draw  bis  own 
conclusions.  He  will  note  some  curious  items,  such 
as,  the  commendation,  by  the  Anti-Slavery  Society's 
ovvn  specialist  on  S.  Thomé  afiFairs,  of  a  certain 
brand  of  chocolate  from  America,  to  be  consumed  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  corresponding  British  article  ;  the 
deputation,  by  the  same  Society,  of  an  ex-missionary 
of  the  British  chocolate-makers  to  the  United  States 
to  preach  a  holy  war  against  Portuguese  cacao, 
and  the  delicate  hint  conveyed  by  the  Government 
of  British  índia  to  one  of  the  chief  campaigners  as 
to  the  point  where  philanthropy  ends  and  sedition 
begins.  But  the  riddie  of  the  exact  percentage  of 
commercialism  in  the  philanthropy  of  this  cause,  and 
the  exact  identity  of  the  wire-puUers  in  it,  will  probably 
remain  insoluble.  It  may  however,  be  claimed,  that 
four  points  of  fact  emerge  from  the  chãos,  viz  : — - 

That  of  every  abuse  brought  home  to  Portugal  in 
Angola,  the  counterpart  and  worse  may  be  found  in 
the  African  possessions  of  the  other  powers.  not  ex- 
cluding  Great   Britain   herself : 

That  the  boycott  of  a  single  product  of  a  single 
colony  of   Portugal   alone,   and  that  colony  not  that  in 
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which  the  evils  indicated  exist,  leaves  Portugal  sniarting 
Linder  a  sense  of  injustice  without  even  touching  the 
evils  themselves,  the  latter  by  her  accusers'  own 
showing  persisting  just  as  before  ; 

That  insiilt  has  heen  added  to  injury  by  some 
of  Portugars  bitterest  enemies  taking  to  themselves  sole 
credit  for  such   reforms  as  she  has  affected  ;  and 

That  even  in  circles  where  good-will  towards 
Portugal  has  been  expressed  with  sincerity,  infíuences 
are  at  worU  to  prevent  her  case  being  stated  with 
accuracy  as  a  preliminary  to  fair  discussion. 

J.  A.  WYLLIE. 

Edinburgh,  Augiist  1911. 


[TRANSLATION.] 


THE   LABOUR   PROBLEM   OF 
S,  THOME  AND  PRÍNCIPE 


SENHOR    MANTERO'S    SPEECH    AT 
LISBON,    13th  February  1911. 

Mr   President, 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  the  flattering  terms  vou 
have  employed  in   introducing  me  to  this  audiencc. 

Mr  President,  Ministers,   and  Gentle.men, 

In  venturing  to  address  so  illustrious  an  audiencc 
I  do  not  pretcnd  to  make  you  a  speech.  I  am  no  orator ; 
the  flowers  of  rhetoric,  the  inherent  attribute  of  eloquence, 
have  never  been  cultivated  by  me,  nor  have  I  had  the  time, 
nor,  I  may  say,  the  inclination,  to  spare  for  the  formation 
of  a  hterary  style.  I  took  my  place,  when  quite  a  young 
man,  in  the  ranks  of  the  army  of  workers,  and  have  kept 
it  ever  since.  If  to-day  1  step  out  of  them  to  come  and 
speak  to  you  here,  I  do  so  as  a  matter  of  duty  in  response 
to  the  choice  made  of  me,  out  of  so  many  others  more 
competent  than  myself,  by  my  comrades  and  feUow-workers, 
who  ask  me  to  state  their  case  foi-  them  before  the  tribunal 
of  the   pubhc  opinion   of  my  country. 

I  am  here.  then,  to  tell  you  as  clearly  as  I  can,  and  with 
the  utmost  sincerity  at  my  command,  what  has  been  borne 
in  upon  me  by  an  experience  of  more  than  forty  years  of 
a  hfe  devoted  to  colonial  interests,  many  of  those  years 
having  been  spent  on  the  plantations  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Príncipe,   in    close   contact  with    their   agiMCulture   and    with 
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tlie  scrviçacs  of  various  origins  who  further  that  aj^riculture 
in  oLir  islands  of  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  Thus  it  is  for  an 
unpretentious,  familiar  conversation  that  I  beg  the  good- 
will   of  the  asscmbly. 

Gcntlemen, — To  get  a  grasp  of  the  situation  as  regards 
the  aborigincs  of  the  African  hintcrland,  who  have  emigrated 
to  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  and  fovm  ahnost  the  entire  body 
of  the  scriuçdcs  known  as  Angohins,  \ve  must  go  bacU  over 
some  matters  of  history,  as  far  as  the  International  Congress 
of  Berlin,  which  took  place  in  1885.  By  the  final  act  of 
this  international  bargain,  which  \ve  may  almost  style  a 
delivery,  inasmuch  as  it  gave  birth  to  the  Congo  Free  State, 
the  centre  and  south  of  Africa  were  divided  up  between 
ííve  Powers ;  three  of  them  gained  large  increments  of 
territory ;  a  fourth  obtained  an  empire  where  it  possessed 
none  whatever,  and  that  at  no  cost  to  itself  beyond  the  few 
miUion  francs  spent  on  the  scientific  expeditions  in  which 
Stanley  so  distinguished  himself;  the  fifth  alone,  Portugal 
to  wit,  left  the  Congress  with  its  heritage  reduced,  not- 
withstanding  its  indisputable  historie  rights,  so  eloquently 
attested  by  the  glorious  title-deeds  of  the  earliest  Portuguese 
travellers  and  navigators.  And  not  even  the  portion  allotted 
to  it  was  secured  by  adequate  guarantees,  as  a  bitter 
experience  later  on  was  destined  to  show. 

But  if  diplomacy  was  able,  by  a  few  strokes  of  the  pen, 
to  parcel  out  Africa,  what  it  was  unable  to  do  was  to  civilise 
it,  or  to  change  in   a  single  day  its  social  conditions. 

The  heart  of  Equatorial  Africa,  those  vast  regions  which 
formed  the  zones  of  influence  or  the  hinterland  of  the 
colonies  of  the  five  sovereign  Powers,  neither  were,  nor 
could  be,  effectively  occupied  by  any  one  of  these  for 
long  years  to  come.  Their  rule  was  merely  nominal.  The 
social  regimen,  in  which  the  peoples  who  dwelt  there  were 
living,  had  bccn  fi^om  time  immemorial  one  of  slavery,  and 
that  regimen  is  to  this  day  the  rule,  though  in  áreas  much 
reduced,  whcrever  the  efíective  occupation  of  a  civilised 
Power  and  the  prompt  and  continued  action  of  the  authorities 
have  not  put  an  end  to  it,  be  those  regions  part  of  our 
territory  or  of  that  of  any  other  of  the  four  sovereign 
Powers  concerncd. 
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Thus  there  still  exists,  in  the  African  continent  outside 
the  occupied  regions,  and  there  will  exist  for  no  one  Unovvs 
how  long,  unhappily  for  the  dignity  of  the  human  race,  that 
State  of  slavery  I  have  referred  to.  It  is  not  to  Portugal 
however  that  the  sole,  nor  even  the  main,  responsibility 
attaches  for  this  state  of  things,  seeing  the  vast  sacriíices 
she  has  made,  both  in  money  and  in  Uves.  for  the  implant- 
ing  of  civiHsation  and  hberty  in  the  hinterland  of  her 
continental  colonies.  Other  nations,  far  more  powerfiil  and 
wealthy,  have  been  equally  unable  to  effect  a  complete 
occupation  of  the  territories  allotted  to  them,  cr  to  cleanse 
them   of  the  black  and  degrading  stain  of  slavery. 

Not  wishing  to  put  an  undue  strain  on  the  attention  of 
my  audience,  I  shall  not  refer  to  the  efforts  nor  to  the 
sacriíices  made  by  our  country  in  the  earnest  desire  to  cnd 
the  slave-trade,  even  before  slavery  was  abolished  in  our 
colonies.  Ali  that  is  matter  of  history  now,  and  in  its 
pages  can  be  read  the  sad  tale  of  \vhat  \ve  sufTered  in  the 
honest  fulfilment  of  this  debt  of  honour  and  of  humanity. 

Slavery  in  the  Portuguese  dominions  was  extinguished 
by  the  law  of  2õth  February  1869;  but,  according  to  that 
law,  ali  the  slaves  then  freed  were  bound  to  serve  their 
old  masters  gratuitously  for  ten  years.  This  provision 
aimed  at  preventing  the  disorganisation  that  a  radical 
change  in  the  social  conditions  of  those  people  might 
produce,  by  giving  time  to  woi-k  out  the  evolution  of  an 
absolutely  free  labour. 

But  a  new  huv,  promulgated  on  3rd  February  1876, 
anticipated  by  three  years  the  execution  of  the  law  of  1869, 
in  S.  Thomé  and  Principe ;  and  from  the  day  in  which  that 
law  was  published  there  were  none  but  free  mcn  in  that 
over-seas  province  of  ours,  the  tírst  colony  of  ali  oin-  African 
possessions  to  enjoy  that  great  boon. 

Portugal  could  not  help,  nor  could  her  powerful 
neighbouring  nations  in  Africa  prevent,  there  being  slaves 
in  the  Central  African  regions  then  unpartitioned,  where 
the  permanent  occupation  and  the  operative  jurisdiction  of 
those  nations  had  not  extended  ;  regions  which  only  much 
later  became  subjcct  to  the  influence  of  each  Power.  The 
occupation    of    the    inhospitable    and    savage    territories    of 
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Central  Africa  is  no  incre  child's  play,  and  Portugal  has 
by  no  means  becn  the  most  bacUvvard  of  those  Povvers  in 
the  advance  in  that  direction,  nor  have  her  efforts  been 
crowned  with  a  success  inferior  to  the  rest ;  but,  while 
unable  to  achieve  in  full  a  desideratiim  so  humane,  she  has 
decreed, — with  the  triple  object  of  attenuating  evils  she 
has  found  herself  unable  to  remove  at  a  stroke,  of  with- 
drawing  from  slavery  the  greatest  possible  number  of  victims 
of  the  barbarity  of  the  lands  in  which  they  were  born,  and 
of  providing  free  labour  for  colonial  enterprise, — that  every 
siave  who  shall  cross  the  frontier  into  the  country  occupied 
by  our  troops  shall,  ipso  facto,  become  free.  Thus  she  has 
authorised  the  ransom  of  those  pariahs  of  society  and  given 
the  greatest  possible  scope  to  the  generous  and  liberal  idea 
which   inspired  the  provision   in  question. 

These  arrangements  were  started  in  1875.  The  general 
regulation  of  20th  December  of  that  year,  countersigned  by 
João  d'Andrade  Corvo,  laid  it  down  (Art.  52)  that  "  the 
natives  ransomed  in  settled  regions,  or  beyond  them  in 
foreign  territory  for  service  in  the  Portuguese  provinces  of 
Africa  and  introduced  thereinto,  shall  thereby  become  free 
according  to  law." 

Th  is  provision  was  reproduced  in  Art.  55  of  the  General 
Regulation  of  21  st  November  1878,  countersigned  by 
Thomáz  Ribeiro,  and  formed  part  of  ouv  statute-book  till 
17th  July  1909,  the  majority  of  the  hands  for  the  estates 
in  the  provinces  of  Angola,  S.  Thomé,  and  Principe, 
ransomed  in  the  Angolan  hinterland,  having  come  under 
its  operation. 

Have  abuses  taUen  place  in  the  execution  of  the  provisions 
for  ransom  of  the  slaves  in  the  regions  unoccupied,  in  the 
province  of  Angola?  We  should  be  excessively  simple- 
minded  were  we  to  suppose  otherwise,  for  that  would  be  to 
attribute  to  the  Angolan  community  a  degree  of  perfection 
that  not  even  the  most  advanced  of  the  world's  inhabitants 
have  as  yet  attained,  nor  indeed  are  ever  likely  to  attain.  Of 
criminais,  of  men  of  selíish  and  perverted  instincts,  every 
society  in  existence  has  its  share,  but  no  one  can  in  justice 
condemn  a  whole  community  for  the  sins  of  some  of  its 
members.     No  one  would  argue  that  because  in  Paris  there 
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are  Apaches,  every  Frenchman  is  therefore  an  Apache,  or, 
because  in  London  there  has  been  a  Jack  the  Ripper,  and 
numerous  imitators,  that  every  Englishman  is  a  Ripper ; 
thus,  no  one  speaking  in  cold  hlood  can  assert  that  because 
in  Angola  there  have  been  violations  of  the  principies  of 
liberty,  ali  our  fellow-citizens  belonging  to  that  province  are 
slave-dealers.  Whenever  a  crime  of  this  order,  committed 
in  a  region  under  our  effective  jurisdiction,  has  been  brought 
to  the  notice  of  our  authorities,  it  has  ahvays  been  punished, 
either  by  expulsion  of  the  offender  or  by  his  delivery  to  the 
■courts  for  trial. 

It  is  important,  too,  to  note  that  the  planters  of 
S.  Thomé  and  Principe  have  never  ransomed  blacks.  The 
workers  from  the  Angolan  hinterland,  whom  the  planters 
have  in  their  service,  were  already  free  when  the  agents 
empowered  by  them  engaged  them  in  the  official  labour 
bureaux  of  the  coast. 

But  as  the  Portuguese  Government,  in  its  constant  desire 
to  protect  the  natives  and  to  preclude  abuses  prejudicial  to 
them,  wished  to  take  further  steps  in  the  sense  of  what  it 
had  already  decreed,  it  ordered  a  special  enquiry  to  be  made 
into  the  recruiting  service,  the  emigration  arrangements,  and 
the  system  of  contracting  in  Angola  and  S.  Thomé.  This 
task  was  assigned  to  a  distinguished  naval  ofHcer  and 
ex-governor  of  Cape  Verde  and  S.  Thomé,  Paula  Cid,  who 
started  from  Lisbon  in  1908,  returning  in  1909  with  a  full 
report  which  served  as  the  basis  of  the  General  Regulation 
of  17th  July  1909,  for  which  the  Minister,  Terra  Vianna, 
made  himself  responsible ;  a  piece  of  legislation  in  every 
sense  worthy  of  a  civilised  nation  which  does  not  wrap  up 
speculative  interests  in  the  cloak  of  spurious  sentiments 
of  generosity  and  altruism,  but  truly  translates  those 
sentiments  into  rules  of  practical  application  governing  the 
rights  and  the  duties  of  those  whom  Destiny  has  placed 
under  our  flag. 

In  this  notable  enactment,  recruiting  in  the  province  of 
Angola  is  established  by  zones ;  men  may  not  be  recruited 
save  in  regions  subject  to  our  effective  jurisdiction  ;  the 
governor-general  is  to  Hx  the  number  of  hands  that  may  be 
recruited   in   a  given   year  and   in  each   /.one,  and  the  road  to 
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be  taken  by  the  caravans  both  going  and  returning ;  on 
those  roads  there  are  to  be  rest-houses  at  stages  to  be 
detcrmincd  by  the  same  authority ;  no  one  may  recruit 
without  having  first  obtained  a  permit  from  the  governor 
of  the  district,  subject  to  security  given  ;  no  recruiter  can 
exercise  his  functions  until  the  curator-general  fixes  the 
zone  in  which  he  may  worU,  until  he  himself  has  appeared 
before  the  administrative  head  of  the  region  where  that 
zone  lies,  and  until  the  latter  officer  has  introduced  and 
identified  him  in  person  to  the  respective  regulo  (native 
chieftain).  The  recruiter  may  not  be  a  merchant ;  he  is 
bound  to  accompany  the  recruited  hands  to  the  coast, 
bringing  with  him  a  memorandum  of  the  men  in  his  charge, 
signed  by  the  local  administrative  authority ;  he  is  also 
bound  to  take  due  care  of  them  on  the  way  and  to  account 
for  any  recruited  hand  that  may  be  missing,  to  the  curator 
at  the  place  of  his  destination  ;  the  labourers  recruited  may 
not  be  given  loads  to  carry,  and  immediately  on  arrival 
at  the  coast  they  are  to  be  handed  over  to  the  emigration 
agents,  who  are  bound  to  house  them  in  dwellings  constructed 
according  to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  administrative  and 
sanitary  authorities  subject  to  whose  supervision  they  are 
to  remain,  the  agents  furnishing  ali  that  may  be  necessary 
by  way  of  food,  clothing,  and  medicai  treatment  for  the 
men,  and  arranging  for  this  embarkation,  be  it  for  other 
parts  of  the  province  of  Angola  or  for  S.  Thomé  and 
Príncipe. 

Before  their  embarkation,  the  labourers  are  to  be 
vaccinated  and  registered  in  a  general  register  containing 
their  names,  father's  name,  viUage  of  their  birth,  the 
rcgulato  (kingdom),  and  administrative  district  of  origin, 
the  place  where  they  are  going,  and  the  name  of  the 
employer  they  are  to  serve.  The  registered  number  of  this 
great  book  of  identity  is  to  be  entered  in  the  contract, 
and  to  be  repeated  in  ali  the  future  contracts  the  man 
may  make,  so  that  at  any  time  and  without  any  diííiculty 
it   may  be  known   what  is  his  fatherland. 

Now,  in  view  of  the  stringent  terms  of  the  regulation 
of  1909,  it  is  difficult  to  practice  abuses.  The  establishments 
thus  contracted    can   easily  be    repatriated,   but   the  fact  is, 
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that  the  regulation  has  not  yet  been  brought  into  operation 
in  the  case  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe.  Emigration  from 
Angola  to  the  islands  has  been  suspended  de  facto  since 
1909;  nevertheless  its  suspension  has  not  prevented  our 
Enghsh  aggressors  from  keeping  up  their  unjust  campaign 
of  defamation. 

Having  thus  examined  the  legal  situation  as  regards 
contracts  and  the  legislation  correlative  thereto,  let  us  see 
how  the  labourers  employed  in  the  agriculture  of  S.  Thomé 
and  Principe  stand. 

Employers  exact  from  their  serviçaes  9h  hours  of-\vork 
per  diem,  this  being  according  to  regulation,  and  no  one 
can  say  that  it  is  too  much,  so  far  as  field  labour  goes.  In 
return  for  this,  and  ali  the  year  round,  the  men  and  the 
women  both  receive  wages  in  cash  on  a  scale  far  superior 
to  that  in  force  in  Angola  (women  are  excused  work  for  a 
month  before  and  a  month  after  their  confinement,  without 
loss  of  wages) ;  they  get  three  meais  a  day,  a  hygienic 
dwelling,  nursing  and  medicai  attendance,  clothing,  and  an 
asylum  in  old  age  or  incapacity  through  accident  or  sickness, 
and  the  same  treatment  is  given  to  their  children,  wages 
being  given  them  when  they  are  old  enough  to  work  and  do 
work ;  their  passages  both  going  and  returning  are  paid  by 
the  employer,  and  ali  the  money  claims  of  the  workers 
against  their  employers  enjoy  the  same  preferential  treat- 
ment as  those  of  the  public  treasury,  the  process  for 
recovery  being  the  same. 

The  agriculturists  are  as  a  rule  humane  and  even  paternal 
towards  those  who  co-operate  with  them  towards  the  wealth 
and  prosperity  of  their  estates.  The  life  on  the  properties  has 
no  mysteries  ;  ali  may  see  what  passes  there.  The  hospitality 
of  the  owners  is  proverbial ;  both  fellow-countrymen  and 
foreigners  are  received  there  and  may  live  for  their  stay 
the  life  of  the  planter  himself ;  and  visitors,  unless  they  go 
there  with  the  intention  of  distorting  facts  or  magnifying 
incidents  which  may  exceptionally  occur,  will  confirm  the 
truth  of  these  statements. 

When  the  contracts  expire,  the  scrciçcjcs  may  choose 
either  to  re-engage  and  continue  to  woriv  in  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe,  or  to  be  repatriated.     In  the  Hrst  case  the  master 
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has  to  rciiuisition  the  j^overnor,  statinjí  which  serviçaes 
intcnd  to  rc-cii^aííe ;  the  j^overnor  orders  the  curator 
to  ascertain  wlicthcr  the  applicant  has  ever  been  punished 
for  any  a^gression  upon  the  hberty  of  the  workers, 
and  should  this  have  been  so,  he  may  not  re-contract. 
Should  the  contrary  be  the  case,  the  governor  assents,  and 
notice  issues  through  the  curator's  office,  intimating,  seven 
days  in  advance  at  the  least,  the  day,  hour,  and  place  for 
rc-contracting,  and  the  name  of  the  employer.  The  law 
requires  these  steps  to  be  publicly  taken,  and  any  one  who 
wishes  may  be  present,  Portuguese  or  foreigner.  The  men 
have  to  be  taken  In  presence  of  the  curator,  with  two  witnesses 
and  a  sworn  interpreter,  who  may  not  be  an  employee  of  the 
master.  The  curator  may  only  ratify  the  fresh  contract 
when  the  labourer  expressly  declares  bis  willingness  to  enter 
into  it,  and  to  obviate  family  troubles  in  case  of  repatriation 
at  the  end  of  the  term  the  Regulation  of  17th  July  1909, 
Art.  61,   prescribes  the  following : — 

"  When  the  labourer  shall  be  accompanied  by  his  wife, 
even  in  case  of  union  according  to  native  custom  alone, 
the  contract  shall  be  a  single  one  for  both  and 
engrossed  upon  a  single  instrument.  The  same  shall 
apply  to  minor  children  who  may  be  with  them  when 
contracted  and  accompany  them,  without  prejudice  to  the 
payment,  upon  each  contract,  of  the  fees  prescribed  in  this 
Regulation," 

This  provision,  it  is  true,  does  not  cover  the  case,  fairly 
common,  of  a  marriage  between  serciçacs  already  con- 
tracted, imniediately  upon  the  union,  but  this  is  easily 
arranged  for  by  adopting  the  excellent  idea  of  Sr.  Thomáz 
Cabreira,  namely  to  consider  the  contract  of  the  party  whose 
engagement  terminates  first  extended  to  the  exact  date  of 
expiry  of  the  contract  of  the  other  party  to  the  marriage. 

As  a  complcment  to  the  protective  provisions  and  by 
way  of  pre-arrangement,  in  1903  there  was  opened  a 
Repatriation  Fund,  into  which  half  the  wages  of  the 
labourers  is  paid  for  five  years.  These  accumulated  savings 
are  entrusted  to  a  commissary  of  government,  who  accom- 
panies  the  gangs  of  repatriated  men,  and  are   handed  over 
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to  the  latter  in  their  native  country  when  they  disembark 
there,  this  delivery  being  carried  out  witli  formalities  which 
secure  its  entire  fidíilment.  In  no  part  of  the  world, 
I  believe,  are  so  many  advantages  afforded  to  African 
labourers  as  those  enjoyed  by  the  scrviçaes  of  S.  Thomé 
and  Príncipe  on  our  agricultural  undertakhigs,  advantages 
translated  into  patent  facts,  really  incontestable.  And  were 
it  not  so,  the  authorities  of  our  province  would  know  how  to 
maintain  the  traditional  prestige  of  our  Portuguese  good 
name,  by  investigating  ali  justifiable  claims  and  complaints. 

It  would  be  idle  to  deny  or  conceal  the  fact  that  some 
abuses  do,  from  time  to  time,  occur,  naturally  from  the  same 
causes  that  give  rise  to  conflicts  of  various  kinds  everywhere, 
even  in  those  places  where  the  struggle  for  life  consists 
simply  in  the  peaceful  work  of  the  citizen.  But  those 
abuses  have  been  suppressed  by  the  authorities  and  are 
being  corrected  by  means  which  the  law  prescribes,  without 
prejudice  to  the  rights  and  the  guarantees'  open  to  the 
individual  as  a  free  citizen. 

If  abuses  have  taken  place  in  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe, 
if  there  be  any  one  who  commits  acts  of  tyranny,  there  can 
be  and  should  be  recourse,  wlthin  the  terms  of  the  law,  to 
the  authorities  duly  empowered  to  punish  such  crimes,  be 
they  crimes  or  slmple  Infringements  of  the  regulations  ;  but 
no  one  has  the  right  to  stain  the  reputation  of  ali  those  who 
by  constant  work  and  scrupulous  fulíilment  of  their  contracts 
have  earned  an  honoured  name,  and  often  one  beloved  and 
renowned  for  the  beneíits  and  protection  dispensed 
unceasingly  to  the  establishments  working  in  dependence 
upon  them.  For  it  may  be  said,  without  risk  of  being 
seriously  disputed,  that  it  is  certain  that  the  planters  of 
S.  Thomé  and  Principe  as  a  body  endoavour  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  in  harmony  with  the  laws  and  the 
regulations  in  force,  to  deal  as  humanely  and  charitably 
as  possible  with  their  scrviçaes.  The  protection  and 
assistance  imposed  by  law  and  conceded  by  the  employcrs 
is  superior  to  that  of  the  Transvaal  and  more  complete  than 
that  of  Angola,  where  there  are  many  scnuçacs  of  the  same 
origin,  at  work  on  the  estates  of  that  province. 

It   is  true  that  certain   Englishmen  are  dissatisfied  with 
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thc  processes  employed  \n  S.  Thomé,  principally  with 
reference  to  the  repatriation  of  the  labourers  coming  from 
the  Angolan  hinterland,  and  they  allege,  to  the  discredit  of 
those  processes,  tliat  they  offend  their  liberal  and  humani- 
tarian  sentiments. 

These  Hngiishmen,  claiming  as  they  do  that  the  natives 
of  tlie  African  hinterland  who  are  found  in  S.  Thomé 
should  be  foreibly  i-epatriated,  commit,  paradf)xical  as  it  may 
seem,  a  crime  against  individual  liberty  and  against  humanity. 
Why  should  the  native  be  compelled  to  return  to  the 
country  from  which  he  was  rescued  out  of  slavery,  into 
which  State  he  will  infallibly  relapse,  suffering  separation 
from  wife  and  children  who  will  there  be  sold  as  slaves, 
since  the  habit  of  enslavement  is  still  prevalent  among  the 
potentates  of  his  country  of  origin  ?  Why  force  the  black 
to  leave  the  land  of  liberty  where  he  has  learnt  the  saving 
value  of  labour  and  become  a  social  unit  worthy  of 
consideration  ? 

It  is  easy  to  reply  that  compulsory  repatriation,  in 
such  circumstances,  would  be  an  anti-liberal  and  inhuman 
piece  of  violence,  ali  the  more  serious  inasmuch  as  it 
would  undeniably  oblige  persons  who  have  been  raised  in 
the  moral  scale  by  the  discipline  of  labour  and  thus  called 
into  the  comity  of  civilisation  to  renounce  the  benefits 
vouchsafed  them  by  that  civilisation,  relative  though  it  be, 
and  to  re-enter  their  pristine  state  of  existence,  incompatible 
both  with  progress  and  with  that  brotherly  love  so  loudly 
professed  by  our  detractors. 

Repatriation  of  the  labourers  of  Central  African  origin 
being  thus  both  inhumane  and  impracticable,  is  it  suggested 
that  we  should  send  them  back  to  the  coast  or  to  some  other 
occupied  region  of  the  province  of  Angola  ? 

But  such  a  region  not  being  their  fatherland,  this  would 
not  be  a  repatriation  of  them  ;  and  if  we  are  to  adopt  the 
plan  of  "  repatriating"  blacks  of  thc  hinterland,  who  may  be 
in  S.  Thomé  and  Principe,  to  Loanda,  Benguella,  or  Novo 
Redondo,  to  be  consistent  and  logical,  we  should  "  repatriate  " 
to  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  the  blacks  of  the  same  country  of 
origin  who  are  on  the  estates  of  Loanda,  Benguella,  Novo 
Redondo,  etc.     There  cannot  be  two  different  standards  by 
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which  to  measLire  the  rights  of  scrciçacs  and  the  duties  of 
employers  in  each  of  the  two  provinces. 

No  liberal  country  can  admit  that  itnder  colour  of 
repatriation  a  forced  change  of  rcsidence  may  be  imposed 
upon  free  men  who  have  committed  no  crime.  To  my  way 
of  thinking  the  black  is  only  free  when  he  lives  in  the  free 
country  which  best  pleases  and  suits  him.  In  the  use  of 
this  liberty,  ali  the  labourers  whom  the  planters  of  S.  Thomé 
and  Príncipe  have  employed  and  are  cmploying,  natives  of 
countries  where  a  greater  or  less  degree  of  civilisation  does 
exist,  where  there  are  social  guarantees  and  liberty,  and 
to  which  repatriation  is  possible,  without  relapse  into  the 
savage  state,  such  as  the  Liberians,  the  Cape  Verde  Islanders, 
the  Mozambiques,  the  Cabindas  (northern  coast  of  Angola), 
the  natives  of  the  Kamerun,  of  Acera,  of  Sierra  Leone,  of 
Guinea,  of  Índia,  etc,  have  been  and  are  being  repatriated 
at  the  expiry  of  their  contracts,  immediately  they  express 
the  desire  to  return  to  their  own  countries.  Even  Chinamen 
have  been  repatriated  from  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe.  And 
it  is  but  natural  that  the  blacks  of  the  African  hinterland 
should  prefer  to  remain  in  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  their 
adopted  country,  where  they  find  conditions  of  life  to  be 
easy  and  tranquil,  rather  than  return  to  their  tribes  of 
origin,  where  misery  awaits  them,  not  to  mention  the  tyranny 
of  their  chiefs  and  the  tumult  of  passions  and  quarrels 
inherent  in  savagery. 

It  has  been  proposed,  so  it  would  seem,  that  the  planter 
should  suggest  to  the  labourers  who  serve  him  well  and  who 
are  niost  necessary  to  him  that  they  should  go  away.  Such 
an  idea  is  just  about  the  limit,  and  the  planter  who  should 
act  upon  it  would  be  a  fool  for  his  pains.  On  the  contrary, 
the  right  and  the  duty  of  the  planter  is  to  hint  to  them 
honourably  and  in  good  faith  that  they  stay  with  him,  as 
do  ali  who  have  good  servants  and  wish  to  retain  them. 
This  hint  can  be  conveyed  by  means  of  attentions,  com- 
modities,  advantages  and  guarantees  present  and  future, 
for  the  servant  himself  and  for  his  descendants,  such  as  it 
would  not  be  easy  to  get   in   any  other  country. 

This,  I  am  convinced,  should  also  be  the  duty  of  the 
authorities,  for  to  assure  the  native  his  permanence  in  the 
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placo  where  hc  lias  tlie  best  treatment  and  the  most  security, 
and  where  his  laboiír  is  the  best  appreciated,  is  the  function 
of  those  who  are  f^overnors  of  men.  But  the  planters  of 
S.  Thomé  and  Principe  do  not  go  so  far  as  this:  they  are 
satisfied  if  the  hdioui-cr  be  left  to  choose  for  himself  freely, 
withoiit  it  being  suggested  to  him  that  he  shoLdd  go  away, 
and  not  allo\\ing  third  parties  maliciously  t(j  incite  him  to 
unrcst  or  to  decei\e   him. 

For  the  rest,  the  agriculturists  only  wish  that  they  be 
guaranteed  a  free  labour-supply,  whether  by  adoption  of 
the  excellent  method  proposed  by  Sr.  Thomáz  Cabreira,  or 
by  other  processes  which  the  Government  may  thinli  more 
SLiitable.  They  look  for  nothing  more  than  an  assured  and 
regular  current  of  freely-contracted  labourers,  on  terms 
compatible  with  the  means  of  the  agricultural  interest,  with 
the  right  to  claim  repatriation  if  they  wish,  but  also  with 
the  guarantee  that  they  may,  if  they  prefer  it,  remain  in 
S.  Thomé  or   Principe. 

Mr  President, — From  what  has  been  expounded,  it  may 
be  judged  what  is  the  degree  of  good  faith  with  which 
certain  Englishmen  accuse  us  of  being  slave-drivers  in 
respect  of  the  scrviçacs  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe,  and 
the  obstinacy  with  which  they  insist  that  we  force  those 
labourers  to  return  to  their  native  country. 

Is  this  obstinacy  dictated  by  genuine  sentiments  of  liberty 
and  of  generous  humanity  ?  But  if  it  be,  why  has  no  similar 
claim  been  advanced  in  respect  of  other  colonies  ?  What 
may  the  reason  be  for  the  expenditure  of  so  much  time,  so 
much  money,  and  so  many  energies  of  every  Uind,  in  an 
interminable  campaign  against  S.  Thomé,  when  no  such  war 
is  being  waged,  for  instance,  against  Angola  ?  Are  there  no 
estates  in  that  province  with  scnciçaes  of  identical  origin  to 
ours,  as  many  or  more  of  them,  who  are  still  further  from 
their  native  land  than  those  contracted  with  us,  who  gain 
less  and  have  not  so  many  guarantees,  who  have  never  been 
repatriated  and  for  whom  no  one  demands  repatriation  ? 
How  is  it  that  the  English  have  never  thought  of  this? 
Is  it  becausc  those  who  work  in  Angola  do  not  produce 
cacao  ? 

Why  do  not  those  Englishmen   apply  to  their  own  house 
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the  doctrine  they  wish  to  enforce  upon  us  ?  Why  do  they 
not  demand  of  their  Government  the  obligatory  repatriation 
of  the  thousands  of  Irish  who  have  emij^rated  to  the  Xorth 
American  Repubhc  and  have  taken  up  their  abode  there  ? 
Naturally,  because  they  Unow  what  answer  they  would  get 
from  the  Government  of  that  great  Repubhc  !  And  if  \ve, 
accepting  the  theory  of  these  worthy  humanitarians,  were 
to  present  a  similar  demand  to  Brazil,  in  relation  to  the 
thousands  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  are  to  be  found  there? 
Naturally  Brazil  would  answer  us  much  as  the  United 
States  of  America  would   answer   England. 

For  the  same  reason  we  should  not  yield  to  the  private 
interests  of  foreigners.  If  the  Transvaal  has  not  chimed 
in  with  our  desires  regarding  the  compulsory  repatriation 
of  the  Mozambique  blacUs  working  in  the  Rand  Mines,  we, 
ourselves,  relying  upon  this  example  and  upon  the  rights  we 
possess  of  governing  our  own  house  as  it  seems  Ht  to  us, 
should  not  consent  to  the  dislocation  of  our  colonial  life  for 
the  gratification  of  their  interests. 

Mr  President, — The  appreciation  of  the  national  economy, 
entirely  bound  up  with  the  case  of  the  serviçaes  of  S.  Thomé 
and  Principe,  is  undoubtedly  deserving  of  particular  attention  ; 
but  since  the  brilliant  discourse  given  us  some  days  ago  by 
the  distinguished  Professor  Thomáz  Cabreira,  for  which  I 
have  to  congratulate  him  and  the  country  as  well,  the 
subject  has  been  exhausted.  I  could  not  have  said  so  much 
and  said  it  so  well.  I  heartily  endorse  every  word  said  by 
him,  but  as  ali  is  now  public  property,  I  need  not  reproduce 
it  here.  I  will  only  say  that  the  annihilation  of  the  agri- 
culture  of  the  province  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe,  inevitable 
if  we  yield  to  the  pressure  of  those  foreigners  who  are 
compassing  our  ruin,  will  mean  for  the  Portuguese  a  real 
national   misfortune,   irremediable   in   its  consequences. 

That  province  sends  us  9,000  contos  of  reis  (£2,000,000) 
of  products  in  exchange  for  gold,  the  money  staying  in  the 
country  since  the  islands  are  an  exclusively  Portuguese 
colony  and  ali  its  products  are  exports.  It  would  amount, 
I  repeat,  to  a  veritable  and  irreparable  disaster  to  sacritíce 
this  enormous  sum  which  gives  life  and  soul  to  the  national 
economy.      This    colossal    return    corresponds    to    a   value    in 
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real  cstate  of  over  100,000  contos  (£22,200,000)  which 
would  lilicvvise  disappear  from  among  the  assets  of  our 
national  riclics,  an  evcnt  the  more  to  be  regretted  seeing 
that  it  is  ccrtain  to  be  increased  by  from  40  to  50  per  cent. 
as  soon  as  the  price  of  cacao,  now  at  its  lowest,  resumes 
its  normal   levei. 

It  is  a  value  which  might  even  doiible  itself  in  a  short 
space  of  time,  were  there  hands  sufficient  to  olear  the  forests 
which  still  exist,  alas  uncultivatcd,  in  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe. 
Afterwards,  from  the  ruin  of  thf)sc  islands,  there  will  be  no 
profit  except  for  foreigners,  notably  for  the  English  colonies 
of  Acera  and  Trinidad,  our  rivais,  the  great  producers  of 
cacao  similar  to  ours. 

Mr  President, — Not  wishing  to  abuse  the  benevolence 
of  the  illustrious  assemhly,  and  with  the  desire  of  mitigating 
the  fatigue  naturally  felt  by  those  who  honour  me  with  their 
attention,  1  have  cut  down  as  far  as  possible  my  remarks, 
and  closing  here  the  first  part  of  my  talk,  I  pass  on  to  the 
Campaign  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  and  of  the  English 
chocolate- makers. 

The  present  English  campaign  against  our  colony  of 
S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe  has  been  in  existence  for  some 
years  now,   and  was  opened  by  Mr  H.  W.  Nevinson. 

In  1903-1906  the  price  of  cacao  fell  to  so  low  a  quotation 
that  the  returns  of  the  planters  did  not  pay  expenses.  The 
world's  producers  of  this  commodity  took  fright,  and  seeyig 
that  we  Portuguese  growers  were  able  to  resist  the  fali 
whilst  they  were  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  they  thought  that 
the  price  of  our  production  was  going  to  be  further  reduced 
and  that  it  was  we  who  were  engineering  the  depression. 
This  was  not  the  case.  The  lowness  of  the  market  was  due 
to  the  over- production  of  the  article  itself,  and  our  resistance 
was  artificial.  Our  colony  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  was 
then  seriously  threatened,  two  factors  which  had  nothing 
to  do  with  cost  of  production  alone  saving  it :  the  ágio  of 
gold,  representing  an  important  aid,  for  the  cacao  was  gold 
and  its  cost  of  production  was  paid  in  reis,  our  currency,  and 
in  the  credit  represented  by  a  large  emission  of  land  bonds 
with  which  the  Banco  Ultramarino  carne  to  the  assistance 
of  the  planters. 
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Nevertheless,  it  was  to  the  interest  of  the  producers 
of  other  countries,  notably  those  of  Trinidad,  an  English 
colony  in  the  West  Indies,  who  were  producing,  as  I  have 
said,  a  cacao  similar  to  that  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  in 
quantities  approximately  equal  to  what  our  islands  were 
then  producing,  that  our  cost  of  production  should  risc  to 
a  point  at  which  \ve  could  no  longer  stand  the  competition 
except  by  promoting  artificial  rises  in  the  price  of  cacao,  or 
failing  to  secure  this,  that  we  should  find  ourselves  obliged 
to  abandon  our  estates. 

This  difficult  period  in  the  life  of  our  planters  coincided 
with  the  opening  of  the  English  campaign  against  the  labour 
conditions  of  S.  Thomé  and   Principe. 

Rich,  very  rich  in  their  soil,  but  extremely  poor  in  the 
material  means  of  utilising  it — for  the  want  of  working  hands 
was,  and  is,  great — our  islands  used  to  pay  a  high  tribute  to 
the  province  of  Angola  which  then  was  the  sole  source  of 
labour  supply.  Once  this  weak  point  became  known,  the 
objective  of  the  defenders  of  the  foreign  cacao  producers 
revealed  itself. 

To  increase  for  the  Portuguese  planter  the  cost  of 
acquiring  his  labour,  to  double  it  if  possible,  suited  the  book 
of  our  rivais,  for  in  that  way  they  would  raise  the  cost  of 
production  and  secure  their  own  position  at  our  expense. 
To  bring  this  about,  it  was  necessary  to  make  out  that  the 
labourers  on  the  estates  were  kept  there  against  their  will 
and  enslaved,  that  they  should  be  set  free  and  sent  back  to 
their  own  countries.  Those  who  made  such  demands  well 
knew  that  in  the  great  majority  of  cases  the  return  of  the 
labourers  to  their  own  country  was  impossible  or  inhuman, 
and  that  they  themselves  could  not  wish  it ;  but  that  was 
quite  a  minor  matter.  Let  the  planters  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe  disembark  their  labourers  at  any  port  of  Angola 
and  the  question  would  settle  itself.  Whether  they  went 
or  did  not  go  to  their  own  country,  whether  they  were  left 
abandoned  with  their  families  on  the  sands  of  the  coast, 
or  were  plundered  of  their  possessions  and  deprived  of  their 
liberty  in  the  hinterland,  mattered  nothing  to  these  men. 
What  they  wanted  was  to  compel  the  planters  to  carry  out 
this  heavy  task,  and  to  undertake  again  the  still  hcavier  task 
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of  gcttinjí  in  othcr  serviçacs  to  take  tlie  places  of  those  thus 
drivcn  out ;  by  thcsc  mcans  the  main  expense  of  working  the 
estates  woukl  lie  doublcd,  and  the  utilitarian  cnd  which  they 
had  in  vicw  would   bc  attaincd. 

Tliis  campaign  languishcd  whcn  in  1906  the  price  of 
cacao  went  up.  I  do  not  wish  to  impute  motives  to  any  one, 
but  I  call  the  attcntion  of  the  meeting  to  these  coincidences, 
so  that  my  hearers  may  draw   their  own  conclusions. 

In  1907  the  English  campaign  against  the  Congo  Free 
State  had  reached  its  acutest  stage  and  it  was  then  thought 
that  the  partition  of  that  State  betvveen  the  three  great 
Powers  adjoining  it  was  imminent.  We  ali  remember  the 
clever  way  in  which  the  managers  of  the  conquest  which 
Stanley  had  effected  for  the  King  of  the  Belgians  organised 
the  defence  against  the  onslaught  of  the  press  and  of  the 
philanthropic  English  societies.  Any  one  travelling  through 
Europe  at  that  time  would  find  scattered  profusely  in 
ali  directions  apologetic  memoriais,  written  in  different 
languages,  in  reply  to  the  English  accusations.  Important 
organs  of  the  world's  press  reproduced  the  arguments  of 
the  Free  State,  and  the  King  of  the  Belgians,  with  a  feverish 
activity,  visited  the  European  courts  as  a  good  diplomat, 
soliciting  and  obtaining  powerful  support  for  the  defence 
of  his  cause. 

While  these  and  other  efforts,  intelligently  combined, 
were  being  put  forth,  a  new  campaign  declared  itself  in 
England  against  Portugal.  It  was  started  at  meetings  held 
in  Manchester  and  Birmingham ;  simultaneously,  in  many 
organs  of  the  English  press ;  and  lastly  in  the  colonial 
section  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Liverpool,  where 
Sir  Alfred  Jones,  its  President,  who  was  at  the  same  time 
Consul-General  of  the  Congo  Free  State  in  Liverpool,  cited 
the  accusations  madc  at  the  meetings  and  in  the  press.  and 
asked  for  the  support  of  the  section  over  which  he  presided 
in  order  to  move  the  British  Government  to  diplomatic 
intervention  against  ours. 

The  virulence  of  the  campaign  against  us  at  this  period 
was  enormous,  and  in  proportion  as  it  increased,  the 
campaign  against  the  Congo  Free  State  diminished  until 
it  flickered  out  and   left  us  alone  in  the  fight. 
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I  again  invite  the  attcntion  of  thc  audience  to  these 
coincidences. 

In  November  1907  Mr  Cadbury  camc  over  to  Lisbon  for 
the  second  time,  having  some  years  previously  visited  several 
planters,  to  whom  a  leading  business  house  of  Lisbon  had 
introduced  him,  and  from  whom  he  had  received  letters 
of  introduction  in  favour  of  a  missionary  of  his  own,  named 
Joseph  Burtt,  to  be  put  up  at  the  various  roças  (aí^ricidtural 
estates)  of  S.  Thonié  and  Principe,  in  order  that  he  mi.^lTt 
study  the  labour  question  of  that  province.  Mr  Burtt,  on  his 
return  after  a  stay  of  six  months  on  the  estates  and  of  more 
than  twelve  months  in  Angola,  had  pubhshed  a  report  of  his 
voyage,  and  Mr  Cadbury  desired  us  to  reeeive  him  and  confer 
with  him  and  with  Mr  Burtt.  The  phinters,  following  their 
constant  rule  of  conduct — never  to  shirk  pubhcity  as 
regards  hibour  eonditions,  but  to  throw  open  their  planta- 
tions  to  whoever  might  vvish  to  sce  them,  and  to  diseuss 
the  subjeet  with  ali  who  might  wish  to  diseuss  it,  as  "  the 
man  who  owes  nothing,  fears  nothing  "— granted  the  request, 
and  the  meeting  took  place  28th  November  1907,  but  only 
after  Mr  Cadbury  had  set  forth  his  intentions  in  the  exaet 
terms  stated  in  the  íirst  of  the  "  previous  questions " 
mentioned   in   the  minutes  of  the  meeting,  thus  : — 

"  Mr  Cadbury  requested  this  meeting  on  his  own  account 
and  on  that  of  his  eolleagues,  Fry  &.  Sons,  and  Rowntree  ti'  Co., 
with  the  sole  intent  of  eo-operating  in  a  friendly  mannei* 
with  the  planters  of  S.  Thomé  and  Prineipe  in  the  solving 
of  the  agricultural  problem  of  that  eolony,  whieh  is  of  great 
interest  to  his  industry  and  general  business,  and  this  has 
been  his  attitude  ever  sinee  he  oceupied  himself  with  the 
subjeet,  and  he  has  never  taken  upon  himself  to  provoke 
the  planters,  cause  them  any  losses,  or  interfere  in  any  way 
in  the  private  concerns  of  the  Portuguese  nation." 

My  eolleagues  honoured  me  by  entrusting  the  conduct 
of  the  diseussion  to  me,  and  in  the  space  of  more  than  eight 
hours  for  which  the  conference  lasted,  only  interrupted  by 
the  time  required  for  a  cup  of  tea,  ali  the  accusations  made 
against  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  in  the  Burtt  i-cpoi-t  were 
analysed,  one  by  one. 
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Anyone  compariníí  the  work  of  Mr  Burtt  with  the  minutes 
of  the  mcctiiiK'  in  Lisbon  vvill  see  that  in  this  controversial 
discussion  its  author  failecl  to  substantiate  a  single  point  of 
his  libei  against  S.  Thomé  and  Principe.  As  the  minutes 
were  printed  and  have  had  a  large  circulati(jn  I  refrain 
from  reprodueing  them.  I  must  not,  however,  omit  to  draw 
the  attention  of  this  audience  to  the  reply  of  Burtt  to  the 
repeated  challenge  of  the  committee  of  planters  as  to 
whether  he  had,  in  his  long  and  intimate  experience  of 
the  roças  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe,  heard  any  serviçal 
from  Angola  say  he  wanted  to  go  back  to  that  Province. 
That  reply  is  transcribed  on  page  16  of  the  English  edition 
of  the  minutes,  item  (i),  and  it  runs  thus  :— 

"  That  Mr  Burtt,  having  been  urged  to  state  if  he  had 
heard  any  labourer  express  a  wish  to  return  to  his  home, 
and  if  he  thought  that  by  landing  on  the  mainland  the 
labourer  could  reach  his  home  with  his  savings  of  five  years' 
work,  he  answered,  to  the  first  question,  that  he  had  never 
heard  such  a  wish  expressed,  and  that,  invited  by  General 
Faro,  manager  of  the  Agua  Izé  Estate,  to  question  some 
labourers  of  that  estate  on  this  subject,  he,  Mr  Burtt, 
refused  to  do  so.  To  the  second  question  he  replied,  that 
if  any  labourer  ventured  to  go  into  the  interior  carrying 
any  valuables,  he  would  be  robbed  before  he  reached  his 
home." 

In  the  same  minutes,  item  following,  this  conclusion  is 
recorded : — 

(j)  "That  by  what  is  stated  in  paragraphs  (h)  and  (i), 
and  by  ali  that  has  been  said  on  this  subject,  and  by  the 
strict  exactitude  with  which  the  Colonial  authorities  carry 
out  the  labour  laws,  it  is  proved  that  the  natives  of  Angola 
who  renew  their  contracts  in  S.  Thomé  do  not  remain  there 
against  their  wish,  and  much  less  are  they  slaves." 

Just  one  other  note  typical  of  what  occurred  at  this 
conference  in   Lisbon. 

The  accusation  as  to  corporal  punishment,  for  long 
abolished  by  our  Legislature,  was  discussed,  and  our 
colleague,  Ornellas  de  Mattos,  asked  Mr  Cadbury  whether 
it    was     not    true    that    the    labour    ordinance    of    Trinidad 
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did  not  prescribe  for  the  labourers  the  punishnicnt  of 
imprisonment,  of  brcad  and  water,  and  of  the  daily  applica- 
tion  of  a  certain  number  of  stripes.  Mr  Cadbury,  after  a 
slight  pause,  replied  that  he  distinguished  between  the 
punishments  inflicted  by  private  persons  and  those  by  order 
of  the  authorities.  My  hearers  may  aslv  themselves  if  the 
sufferers  are  Hkely  to  draw  this  fine  distinction. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  distinction  was  drawn  by  the 
great  British  chocolate-maker,  the  great  cosmopohtan  philan- 
thropist,  whose  excellent  factory  is  universally  known  and 
appreciated,  who,  after  busying  himself  in  the  welfare  of  his 
numerous  operatives,  extends  his  beneficent  action  to  the 
serviçaes  who  produce  the  cacao,  and — I  am  going  to  tell 
you  what  will  be  news  to  many  of  you — who  is  a  colleague 
of  the  planters  of  S.  Thomé.  This  engraving,  in  the  book 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  represents  a  scene  on  "  The  Home 
Farm " — the  plantation  of  the  house  of  Cadbury,  in  the 
island  of  Trinidad.  Cadbury  adds  to  ali  his  other  titles  of 
merit  that  of  planter,  modest  producer  of  cacao  and  there- 
fore  master  of  serviçaes. 

After  the  conference  at  Lisbon,  the  English  manufacturers 
translated  into  their  language  the  conclusions  of  the  minutes 
referred  to,  and  published  them  in  numerous  newspapers  in 
England,  a  period  of  tranquility  following  which  only  lasted 
a  few  months. 

But — I  see  I  have  mentioned  various  personages  who 
have  made  themselves  more  or  less  conspicuous  against 
our  country,  without  having  previously  introduced  them  to 
you,  My  hearers  must  forgive  me  the  lapse  and  Ict  those 
personages,  or  their  fellow-countrymen,  make  their  prcsenta- 
tion.  We  will  follow  the  order  in  which  they  appeared  on 
the  scene  to  attack  us. 

Nevinson.  This  gentleman  was  in  British  índia  in 
December  1907  and  January  1908,  and  concerning  him 
this  is  what  the //o^hcícíía/ il/a// of  Calcutta,  llth  January, 
has  to  say  : — 

"  Mr  Nevinson  in  Calcutta.  21  st  December.  A  meet- 
ing  was  held  yesterday  afternoon  in  College  Square,  at 
which   Mr   Nevinson   delivered  an  address.     Between   3,000 


30  SliMlOR    MA\TI£WO'S    SPEECH    AT    LISBON 

and  4,000  persons  were  present.  No  police  force  attended. 
Mr  Surendra  Nath  Banerji,  the  chairman,  introduced  Mr 
Nevinson,  who  spoke  at  considerable  length.  He  denicd  the 
prescnce  of  sedition  in  índia,  j^ave  advice  to  natives  of  the 
coLintry  not  to  be  so  dependent  on  Government,  and  concluded 
by  remarking  that  their  chairman  was  perfectly  right  in 
saying  they  stood  to-day  at  the  parting  of  the  ways.  The 
histories  of  England  and  índia  stood  at  a  point  of  crisis. 
It  depended  upon  them  and  the  Government  which  road 
they  would  taUe.  Would  it  be  a  road  which  would  lead  them 
to  mutual  hostiUty  and  suspicion  down  to  massacre  and 
revolution,  or  would  it  be  an  honest,  hearty,  genuine  and 
sympathetic  agreement  for  the  glory  of  both  countries  and 
for  the  future  of  the  great  nation  which  was  now  becoming 
a  noble  and  manly  nationality  ?  In  the  course  of  his  speech 
Mr  Nevinson  entered  a  protest  against  being  shadowed  by 
detectives.  He  said  his  telegrams  were  liept  back  till  they 
were  useless.  Letters  about  him  were  opened  and  torn  up, 
and  copies  of  his  own  paper,  the  Manchester  Guardian^ 
were  not  allowcd  to  reach  him.  There  were  many  leading 
men  among  them  who  suffered  in  the  same  way.  The 
Government  should  not  enter  these  dirty  paths." 

And   in  same  journal,   ISth  January    1908,  we  read : — 

"  Nevinson's  Complaints — GovERN.MENT  Inouirv.  Cal- 
cutta,    3rd    January. 

"  The  following  Press  Communiqué  is  issued : — With 
reference  to  the  complaints  of  Mr  Nevinson  in  a  speech 
delivered  by  him  in  College  Square,  on  20th  December, 
that  there  had  been  official  interference  with  certain 
letters,  telegrams,  and  newspapers,  and  the  subsequent 
suggestion  that  was  made  that  this  interference  had  taken 
place  in  Eastern  Bengal,  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  new  province  was  directed  to  write  to  that 
gentloman  to  enquire  as  to  the  nature  of  the  interference 
referred  to,  and  the  places  and  dates  on  which  it  occurred. 

"  In  reply  to  that  communication,  Mr  Nevinson  has 
stated  that  the  reference  in  his  speech  was  to  correspond- 
ence  about  him,  and  that  it  was  correspondence  from  one 
Indian  gentleman  to  another,  and  was  not  addressed  to 
his  name.  No  detailed  information  is  given  which  would 
enable  enquiries  to  be  made.  He  adds  that  the  state- 
ment  that  a  certain  newspaper  did  not  reach  him  was 
general,  and  had  no  special  reference  to  Eastern    Bengal." 
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It  appears,  thus,  from  these  paragraphs,  that  Mr 
Nevinson  complained  of  being  under  supervision  of  the 
English  police. 

PiENAAR.  This  is  the  celebrated  Bóer  General,  who, 
having  emigrated  at  the  time  of  the  South  African  war, 
\ve  received  warmly  and  treated  with  that  open-handed 
hospitaHty  which  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  our  race, 
when  strangers  persecuted  by  adversity  come  knocUing  at 
our  doors.  How  Pienaar  repaid  this  generous  Portuguese 
hospitahty  is  known  to  ali  who  have  followed  during  these 
last  years  the  events  of  the  province  of  Angola ;  and  the 
British  public  also  know  how  he  paid  their  hospitality  when 
the  press  of  his  country  published  the  details  of  this  generars 
attempts  to  organise  a  filibustering  expedition,  aimed  at  our 
territorial  integrity  in  the  province  of  Angola,  for  which 
the  English  Government  had  to  call  hini  to  order,  as  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  communication  sent  out  by  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  in  Great  Britain,  ISth  December 
1907:— 

"  Sir, —  I  am  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  E.  Grey  to  state 
that  his  attention  has  been  called  to  the  fact  that  articles 
have  been  published  in  the  press  from  which  it  would  appear 
that  you  are  contemplating  an  attacU  on  certain  colonial 
possessions  of  Powers  with  which  His  Majesty  the  King 
is  at  peace.  I  am  to  draw  your  attention  to  Sec.  2  of  the 
Foreign  Enlistment  Act,  1870,  and  to  warn  you  of  the 
serious  penalties  to  which  any  such  act  would  render  you 
liable.— I  am,  etc, 

(Signed)  '*  W.  Langley." 

Section  2  of  the  Foreign  Enlistment  Act  of  1870, 
determines  that  if  any  individual  breaUs  this  law,  if 
within  the  dominions  of  His  Majesty  and  without  his 
consent,  he  prepares  or  equips  any  naval  or  military 
expedition  to  attack  the  dominions  of  any  friendly  Power. 
The  penalties  for  infringement  of  this  law  are  laid  down, 

BuRTT.  With  reference  to  this  third  insulter  of 
Portugal,  let  me  give  my  hearers  an  cpisode  which  marks 
the  man. 
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Whcn  hc  was  going  about  preachinjí  a^íainst  us,  on  a 
tour  throLigh  the  United  States  of  America,  to  which  I  shall 
afterwards  maUe  reference,  he  was  arranjíing  to  resume  his 
habitual  line  of  invective  before  a  small  but  select  audience 
in  the  hall  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Covenant,  at 
Washington,  on  the  27th  January  1910  (it  appears  that 
church  halls  are  the  favourite  Held  for  such  calumnies  upon 
upon  us),  when  Colonel  Wyllie  appeared  there,  having  heard 
of  the  meeting  and  sought  and  obtained  permission  of  the 
Pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr  Charles  Wood,  to  be  present  and  speak. 
This  permission  the  Pastor  afterwards  modified,  allowing 
him  merely  to  attend  the  meeting  but  not  to  address  it. 
Colonel  Wyllie — a  great  friend  of  Portugal,  of  whom  I  shall 
presently  have  occasion  to  speak,  with  the  just  need  of  praise 
which  his  high  and  disinterested  services  to  our  country 
deserve — declared  that  even  though  forbidden  to  speak  he 
should  remain  to  listen,   and  he  remained. 

Gentlemen, — The  address  that  Mr  Burtt  made  on  that 
occasion  was  a  perfect  garland  of  eulogy  for  our  country! 
Colonel  Wyllie  tells  us  that  he  himself  could  not  have  said 
more,  nor  said  it  hetter. 

Compare  the  attitude  of  iMr  Burtt  in  writing  or  speaking, 
when  there  is  no  one  at  hand  to  contradict  him  with  his 
attitude  face  to  face  with  the  planters  of  S.  Thomé,  in 
conference  in  Lisbon,  or  in  presence  of  Colonel  Wyllie  in 
North  America,  and  look  upon  the  Apostle  thus  delineated. 

Sir  Alfred  Jones,  Consul-General  of  the  Congo  Free 
State  at  Liverpool,  and  President  of  the  Colonial  Section 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  that  city,  at  the  time  when 
the  Nevinson-Pienaar  campaign  was  at  its  height.  He  tried 
to  induce  the  section  over  which  he  presided  to  second  the 
manoeuvres  of  those  two  enemies  of  Portugal. 

What  the  vice-president  of  the  same  section  thought  of 
his  own  president,  Mr  Cadbury  tells  us  in  his  book  of  traveis 
in  S.  Thomé.  Let  these  two  fellow  countrymen  of  Sir  Alfred 
Jones  effect  his  introduction  to  you : — 

Meeting    of    the    African     Section     of     the     Liverpool 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  30th  September  1907. 

Mr  John    Holt,  vice-president  of  the  African .  Section, 
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said  that  he  considercd  it  just  that  a  commcrcial  Body  liUe 
theirs  should  go  a  little  out  of  its  ordinary  way  when  its 
members  were  touched  by  the  suíferings  of  the  oppressed, 
and  make  their  voices  heard  in  niatters  which  affect  the 
rights  of  man  and  liberty.  He  did  not  deny,  or  maUe  excuses 
for,  the  methods  of  obtaining  labour  for  the  cocoa  planta- 
tions  in  S.  Thomé ;  but,  he  asked,  how  was  it  that  the 
members  of  that  Chamber  could  present  themselves  to  the 
world  as  philanthropists  in  the  case  of  Angola  if  their 
president  was  not  ashamed  of  exercising  the  functions  of 
Cônsul  of  the  Congo  Free  State.  We  cannot,  he  said, 
present  ourselves  as  phihintliropists  in  Angola,  or  condemn 
the  iniquities  of  the  Portuguese  while  we  tolerate  the  still 
greater  evils  of  the  Congf)  Free  State,  where  we  have  rights 
guaranteed  by  a  treaty,  and  obligations  w  hich  we  can  enforce, 
if  we  so  wish." 

But,  as  I  said  before  this  digression,  for  which,  necessary 
as  it  was,  I  ask  your  pardon,  to  the  Lisbon  conference  there 
succeeded  some  months  of  calm  which  were  but  the  prelude 
to  fresh  squalls,  the  more  furious  in  that  the  party  politics 
of  England  were  coming  openly   into  the  storm-centre. 

Mr  President, — The  campaign  in  which  for  some  years  the 
two  great  parties  disputing  possession  of  the  Government  in 
England  have  becn  engaged  is  well-known  to  everybody ; 
on  the  one  side  the  Conservatives  or  Unionists,  with  the 
enormous  inííuence  of  the  wealthier  classes  at  their  backs, 
and  the  Liberais,  who  rely  on  the  support  of  the  hordes  of 
those  less  favoured  with  the  world's  goods. 

Of  the  Liberal  party  certain  of  the  great  chocolate-makers 
form  part,  and  they  perhaps  furnish  its  principal  financial 
element.  Not  very  long  ago  the  Liberal  party  fought  the  Con- 
servative  Government  bitterly,  accusing  it  of  winking  at  the 
yellow  slavery  of  the  Transvaal,  and  it  was  probably  this 
campaign  that  overthrew  that  Government  and  brought  about 
the  advent  of  the  Liberais  to  powei\  The  Unionists  did  not 
forget  the  affront  they  had  suffered  ;  and  finding  the  cam- 
paign Nevinson-Jones-Pienaar  with  its  chargcs  of  slavery 
against  the  Portuguese  cacao-planters  in  full  operation,  and 
the  great  English  chocolate-makers  heing  important  huycrs 
of  that  cacao  from  our  country,  they  turned  the  opportunity 
to  good  account  by  opening  a  campaign  of  discredit  against 
c 
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thosc  powcrful  mamifíictiircrs,  accusing  thcm  of  beinjí  the 
accompliccs  oí  the  Portiifíiiesc  in  their  nejíro  slavery,  which 
thcy  (the  maniifactiirers)  had  fostered  with  their  money  by 
buyinjí  from  iis  cacao  in  larj^e  cjiiantities  for  many  years. 
To  ruin  them  in  their  business  and  to  discredit  them  in 
public  opinion  was  the  game  of  the  other  pohtical  side,  for 
by  so  doing  they  would  weaUen  or  annihilate  one  of  the 
greatest  forces  opposed  to  the  latter. 

For  the  chocolate-makers  to  be  our  accomplices,  we 
had  to  be  shown  up  as  criminais ;  that  is  to  say,  that  in 
S.  Thomé  and  Principe  there  had  to  be  slaves,  and  then  the 
same  elcments  who  were  fighting  the  former  would  join  in 
to  carry  on  the  campaign  of  earlier  date  still  being  waged 
against  us. 

For  purposes  of  their  defensive  tactics  the  chocolate- 
makers  considered  it  would  suit  their  interests  better  to 
concur  in  the  affirmation  that  we  were  slave-holders ;  but 
that,  so  far  from  this  being  a  matter  in  which  they  were 
accomplices,  it  was  they  who  had  for  long  been  employing 
ali  their  influence  as  buyers  to  obtain  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  Portugal,  and  that  it  was  with  this  object  in  view 
that  the  first  voyage  of  Burtt  to  Africa  and  the  conference 
in  Lisbon,  and,  later  on,  the  second  voyage  of  Burtt  along 
with  Cadbury,   had   been   undertaUen. 

The  other  side  would  not  accept  defeat  in  this  fashion  ; 
they  replied  that  ali  that  their  opponents  alleged  was  puré 
hypocrisy  with  the  idea  of  illuding  the  public,  and  in  this 
constant  struggle,  without  quarter  on  either  side,  these 
combatants  have  been  engaged  for  more  than  three  years, 
the  quarrel  becoming  accentuated  whenever  there  are 
elections  in  England  or  when  Parliament  has  occasion  to 
deal  with  big  questions  which  agitate  public  opinion, 
languishing   when   those   stimulating   causes   are   absent. 

The  celebrated  suit  against  the  Standard  newspaper  is 
a  sample  of  the  extremes  to  which  this  violent  party  contest 
has  led  the  two  great  politicai  groups  of  Britai n.  who  are 
fighting  one  another  without  quarter  given  or  taken.  and 
regarding  which,  in  the  concrete,  our  country  is  the  scape- 
goat. 

In    the    second    half-vear    of    190S    it    occurred    to    Mr 
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Cadbury  that  a  visit  by  him  in  person  to  the  estates  of 
S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  in  company  with  Air  Joseph  Burtt, 
would  be  a  good  idea,  and  he  again  sought  the  hospitality 
of  the  planters,  a  hospitality  which  they  once  more  accorded 
him  without  caring  whether  those  whom  they  so  generously 
admitted  to  their  houses,  to  the  intimacy  of  their  private 
life,  might  be  friends  or  enemies.  And  given  the  special 
antecedent  circumstances  concerning  Mr  Burtt  and  the 
planters  of  S.  Thomé,  I  would  ask  whether  any  people  in 
the  world  would  have  behaved  with  greater  frankness  and 
generosity  ! 

The  impressions  of  Mv  Cadbury  during  his  stay  in  the 
islands  were  embodied  in  various  letters  which  he  then 
wrote,  impressions  of  which  the  three  following  should  give 
one  an   idea  : — 

"  S.  ThomÉ, 
2Ath  Noz-ciitbcr  1908. 

"  To  the  Administrator  of   Roca, 
Porto- Real,   Leste. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  much  pleasure  in  sending  you,  as 
I  promised,  the  statistics  of  production  and  consumption 
of  cacao  in  the  world,  copied  from  the  German  paper 
Guardian.  I  take  this  opportunity  of  once  more  cordially 
thanking  you  and  your  wife  for  their  kindness  towards 
.Mr  Burtt  and  mysclf  during  our  delightful  stay  on  your 
roça.  With  my  kind  regards  to  yourself,  and  the  ladies  and 
gentlemen  of  your  household. —  I  am,  etc, 

(Signed)  "  VV.  A.  Cadbury." 

"  BOURNKVILLE,    Bi  KMl  NGHAM, 

\4tli  Novcinbcr  1908. 

To  Senhor  Manoel  dos  Santos  Abreu, 
Principc. 

Dear  Sir,— Please  accept  our  thaniis  for  the  attentions 
afforded  to  our  partner,  Mr  W.  A.  Cadbury.  Now  that  you 
know  him  you  will  see  that  his  sole  object  is  the  good  of 
the  natives  and  that  this  will  also  be  to  the  advantage  of 
the  planters.  We  are  sending  you  some  samples  of  our 
cacao  and  chocolate,  and  shall  send  an  invoice  with  prices 
for  clients  and  the  bill  of  lading  by  the  following  mail.     We 
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cnclosc    in   the  same  packet   a  small   parcel    of   cedar-seeds, 
TlianUini;  3011  aj^ain  f(jr  yoiir  favours. — We  are,  etc, 

(Signed)  "  Cadbury   Bros.,  Ltd." 

"  Montk-Cafe,  S.  Thomi-;, 

"  To   Dona  Claudina  de   Freitas  Chamiço. 

"  Madam,  —  I  hasten  to  vrite  to  thank  vou  in  my  own 
name  and  in  that  of  Mr  Burtt  for  the  kindness  with  which 
we  have  been  treated  by  Mr  Lucas,  your  representative. 
We  have  been  given  every  attention,  and  have  had  the 
greatest  pleasure  in  visiting  your  fine  property.  In  the 
report  which  I  shall  submit  to  my  firm,  I  shall  have  much 
to  say  of  the  good  treatment  the  servíçaes  receive  on  this 
and  many  other  plantations,  and  it  is  with  great  satisfaction 
that  I  have  learnt  of  your  wishes  to  see  established  a  good 
System  of  repatriation.  1  am  of  opinion  also  that  the  efforts 
you  have  made  to  provide  those  people  with  the  benefits  of 
religion  will  much  enhance  their  happiness.  I  shall  be 
sincerely  pleased  to  see  that  in  Angola  measures  have  been 
taken  to  end  once  for  ali  the  great  cruelty  practised  by 
irresponsible  persons  who  herd  up  people  everywhere  in  the 
interior,  as  I  shall  also  be  pleased  to  find  organised  a  more 
equitable  system,  and  that  that  ancient  colony,  instead  of 
decreasing  year  by  year  in  population  by  the  loss  of  its 
inhabitants,  will  enrich  itself,  not  only  in  money,  but  by  the 
knowledge  of  agriculture  and  the  civilisation  acquired  by 
men  and  women,  who,  having  laboured  in  S.  Thomé,  return 
in  peace  to  their  hearths.  Again  thanking  you  for  your 
kindnesses. — I  am,  etc, 

(Signed)  "W.  A.  Cadbury." 

The  Cadbury-Burtt  expedition  returned  to  England  in 
the  first  quarter  of  1909,  and  in  the  second  part  of  March 
I  received  in  Lisbon,  dated  the  15th  idem,  the  following 
letters  and   notifications  of  the  Portuguese  cacao  boycott : — 

"  BOURNEVILLE,     BIRMINGHAM, 

15^/í   March  1909. 

To   Francisco  Mantero,   Esq.,   Lisbon. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  returned  from  Africa  and  intend 
publishing  a  complete  report  of  my  traveis  as  regards  the 
labour  force  on  the  cacao  plantations  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe.  During  my  stay  in  Angola  the  first  fifteen  men 
from   those   islands  were  repatriated.  and  only  one  of  these 
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drew  any  money  from  the  Repatriation  Fund  on  arrival  in 
Angola.  The  Governor-General  of  Angola  told  me  that  no 
change  had  been  made  in  the  system  of  recruitment 
I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  speaking  to  Commander  Paula 
Cid,  who  told  me  he  intended  to  present  to  his  Government 
a  project  for  certain  reforms,  of  which  I  was  glad  to  hear. 
My  firm,  along  with  the  others  which  have  been  with  us  on 
th  is  subject,  are  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  cease  buying 
S.  Thomé  cacao  for  the  present.  The  accompanying 
circular  will  prove  that  \ve  shali  be  very  happy  to  resume 
it  when  \ve  learn  that  the  necessary  reforms  have  been 
effected. — I  am,  etc, 

(Signed)  "  \V.  A.  Cadburv." 

Circular. 

"  Air  William  A.  Cadbury  returned  to  England  last  week 
from  a  journey,  extending  over  íive  months,  to  the  Portuguese 
Islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe,  and  to  the  mainland  of 
Angola,  in  which  he  was  accompanied  by  Air  Joseph  Burtt. 

"  The  object  of  his  visit  was  to  ascertain  to  what  extent 
the  promises  of  reform  made  to  him  at  Lisbon,  in  December 
1907,  by  the  Portuguese  Government,  had  been  carried  out. 
These  promises  were  the  result  of  the  presentation  to  the 
Government  and  the  Estate  proprietors  of  the  Report  of 
Air  Joseph  Burtt  and  Dr  W.  Claude  Horton.  It  will  be 
remembered  that  these  gentlemen  were  sent  out  in  1905, 
by  the  three  principal  English  cocoa  íirms  and  a  leading 
German  firm  to  investigate  the  conditions  of  indentured 
labour  in  S.  Thomé  and  Principe,  and  the  methods  by 
which  it  was  recruited  in  Angola,  and  that  their  enquiry 
lasted  nearly  two  years. 

"  Air  Cadbury  has  found  that  no  adequate  stcps  have 
yet  been  taken  to  remedy  the  evils  proved  to  exist.  He 
intends  very  shortly  to  publish  a  full  narrative  of  his 
investigations. 

"  His  report  has  been  carefully  considercd  by  the  three 
firms  on  whose  behalf  he  went  out: — Alcssrs  Cadbury 
Bros..  Ltd.,  Bourneville;  Alessrs  J.  S.  Fry  cv  Sons,  Ltd., 
Bristol ;  and  Alessrs  Rowntree  &  Co.,  Ltd..  VorU.  These 
firms  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time  has  now 
arrived  when  they  must  marU,  by  definite  action,  their 
disappointment  at  the  failure  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment to  fulfil  the  pledges  of  reform,  on  the  strcngth  of 
which  they  agreed  for  a  time  to  continue  commercial 
relations  with   the   Islands. 

"They   have  thereft)re  decidcd   not  to  maUe  any   further 
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purchases  of  tlie  cocoa  produccd  in  thc   Islands  oí  S.  Thomé 
aiul    Principc. 

"  Thcv  will  wntcli  w  itli  sympathetic  intcrest  any  cfforts 
which  may  bc  made  by  the  Portuí^uese  Government  or  by 
the  Estate  proprietors  to  remedy  tbe  evils  of  the  existing 
systcm.  They  will  be  prepared  to  reconsidcr  their  decision 
as  to  purchase,  when  they  are  satisHed  that  such  refí)rms. 
have  been  carried  oiit  as  to  scciírc  to  thc  indentured 
laboLirers  from  Angola,  not  merely  on  paper  but  in  actual 
fact,  freedom  in  entering  into  the  contract  of  service  and 
fttll  opportunity  of  returning  to  thcir  homes  whcn  the 
contract  expires." 

To  thesc  cLirioLis  documents  I  replied  on  the  22nd  March 
in   thc  following   letter : — 

"  LiSBOx,  22nd  March  1909. 

To  \V.  A.  Cadbury,  Esq.,  Birmingham. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lõth 
instant,  intimating  your  return  to  England  from  the  journey 
you  have  made  through  our  African  provinces  of  the  West 
Coast,  and  your  intention  of  publishing  a  report  of  that 
journey.  You  say  that  when  you  were  in  Angola  íifteen 
serviçaes  arrived  there,  of  whom  only  one  drew  money  froni 
the  Repatriation  Fund,  that  the  Governor  of  Angola  told 
you  no  reforms  had  been  made,  and  that  the  Commander 
Cid  was  about  to  propose  some  ;  also  that  your  firm,  acting 
jointly  with  the  others  who  are  with  you,  regret  to  find 
themselves  obliged  in  the  meantime  not  to  buy  our  cacao, 
but  will  be  happy  to  hear  that  reforms  are  being  effected, 
etc.  I  thank  you  for  the  friendliness  of  your  letter  and 
congratulate  you  on  your  return  to  your  country  and  family. 
The  law  of  29th  January  1903,  which  created  the  bónus  of 
repatriation,  had  no  retrospective  effect,  such  not  being 
the  rule  in  the  legislation  of  our  country.  Its  provisions 
only  apply  to  the  immigration  which  has  taken  place  or  is 
taking  place  since  the  law  carne  into  force.  The  immigra- 
tion anterior  to  that  date  is  governed  by  the  legislation 
then  in  force.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  serviçaes  for 
whom  a  portion  of  their  wages  is  paid  into  the  repatriation 
coíTers  are  only  those  introduced  during  the  force  of  the 
law  of  29th  January  1903,  those  under  thc  earlicr  law 
having  no  share  in  a  fund  to  which  they  did  not  contribute, 
secing  that  they  have  received    theii-  pay   in   full.     Thus,   of 
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the  fifteen  repatriated  serviçaes  referred  to  by  vou,  fourteen 
belonged  to  the  second  category  and  only  one  to  the  tirst, 
hence,  he  alone  got  money  from  the  Repatriation  Fund. 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say  what  may  be  the  opinions 
and  projects  of  Conselheiro  Cid,  nor  what  Government 
may  do.  One  and  the  other  will  certainly  be  actuated 
by  the  desire  to  further  the  best  interests  of  the  nation. 
The  manner  in  which  our  country  is  governed  is  not  plcasing 
to  a  part  of  the  British  pubhc,  who  Hnd  the  time  long  that 
the  Government  is  spending  in  informing  itself  liy  the 
necessary  study  of  the  question  as  to  whether  reforms  are 
wanted,  and  if  so,  what  reforms ;  hence,  the  chocolate- 
makers  are  compelled  to  suspend  their  use  of  Portuguesa 
cacao  in  harmony  with  the  taste  of  that  fraction  of  the 
English  pubhc.  If  the  Portuguese  mentahty  and  methods 
were  identical,  as  there  is  in  this  country  a  section  of  our 
pubhc  who  do  not  sympathise  with  certain  procedure  in  use 
by  the  Government  of  England,  that  pubhc  would  force 
the  Portuguese  importers  of  Enghsh-made  goods  to  suspend 
their  importations,  shippers  and  passengers  not  to  make 
use  of  Enghsh  ships,  emigrants  from  Mozambique  not  to  go 
to  the  Transvaal,  etc,  etc,  so  long  as  England  remained 
reluctant  to  govern  itself  according  to  the  advice  and 
opinion  of  that  fraction  of  the  Portuguese  public.  But  our 
mentality  is  altogether  different.  We  consider  that  every  one 
should  rule  his  own  household  as  it  seems  best  to  himself. 
This,  however,  is  a  simple  exchange  of  views  between  two 
peoples,  for  as  far  as  cacao  is  concerned  the  Portuguese 
producers  do  not  pretend  to  impose  their  article  upon 
any  one.  He  who  requires  it  and  likes  it  may  buy.  1  wish 
you  much  prosperity,  and  am,  with  every  consideration, 
yours,  etc, 

(Signed)    "  Francisco   Mantiíro." 

But  the  Cadbury-Burtt  trip  furnishcd  the  chocolate- 
makers  with  one  more  good  trump-card  in  the  defensiva 
against  the  attacks  of  their  English  adversaries.  one  more 
service  to  plead,  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  human 
confraternity,  a  costly,  risky,  and  uncomfortable  one, 
finding  its  complete  fulHlment  in  the  sacriíice  resulting  to 
their  industry  from  the  boycott  of  our  cacao;  yet  it  did 
not  succeed  in  abating  the  hostility  of  the  enemy ;  ali 
these  efforts  were  set  down  as  so  much  comedy  arranged 
between    the    Portuguese    slave-holdcrs    and    the    chocolate- 
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makers  tlicir  accompliccs;  íind  public  opinion,  thus  perverted, 
was  prcdisposeci  to  listem  to  tlie  discussion  of  the  case 
aííainst  the  Standard  with  but  little  sympathy  f(jr  the 
industriais,   plaintiffs  aj^ainst  that  journal. 

It  was  at  this  juncture  that  our  old  friend  Burtt 
reappcarcd  on  the  sceiíe,  chargcd  with  a  mission  í)f 
propafíanda  aj^ainst  us  in  the  United  States  of  America; 
and  recommended  by  his  co-religionists  of  the  Quaker  sect 
in  England  to  their  American  coUeagues,  Burtt  betook 
himself  thither  to  preach  a  holy  war  against  Portugal  in 
the  evangclical  sacristies  of  free  America  ! 

It  was  insistently  noised  abroad  at  this  stage  that  by 
the  influence  of  the  sectarian  elements  protecting  him, 
Mr  Burtt  had  been  received  by  the  President  of  the 
American  Republic,  that  his  propaganda  had  had  a  wonderful 
success,  and  that  a  law  would  be  promulgated  prohibiting 
the  entrance  of  our  cacao  into  North  America.  These 
blatant  reports  and  the  judgment  of  the  Standard  suit  ran 
side  by  side. 

But  in  the  end,  instead  of  a  prohibition,  I  see  the 
signature,  between  Portugal  and  the  United  States,  of  a 
inodiis  vivciidi  which  has  assured  the  most-favoured-nation 
treatment  for  us  as  regards  the  admission  of  our  cacao 
into  America,  and  I  see  also  the  scene  of  the  sacristy  of 
which  I  had  occasion  to  speak  when  I  Hrst  mentioned 
Colonel   Wyllie. 

At  this  point  in  niy  story  I  cannot  omit  to  of¥er  my  most 
sincere  homage  to  the  great  and  patriotic  effort,  crowned 
with  a  complete  success,  made  by  our  iMinister  at  Washing- 
ton, the  Viscount  d'Alte,  and  to  the  noteworthy  diplomatic 
talent  with  which  that  eminent  representative  of  our 
country  has  defended  Portuguese  interests  at  this  diííicult 
conjuncture,  just  as  I  must  not  neglect  to  recognise  also 
the  valuable  and  able  assistance  rendered  by  our  vice-consul 
in  New  York,  Sr.  Gouveia,  in  combating  the  Burtt 
campaign. 

There  is,  however,  a  great  friend  of  ours  so  dedicated 
to  Portugal  that  as  a  foreigner  he  deserves  a  still  greater 
share  of  oiu'  gratitude.     That  friend  is  Wyllie. 

Colonel   J.   A.   WvUie   is   not   onlv   a   mcmbcr  of  a  great 
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English  military  family,  but  also  a  gifted  writer  and  an 
untiring  traveller,  who  is  no  sooner  in  London  than  he  is 
heard  of  at  Calcutta,  or  in  S.  Thomé  than  he  appears  in 
New  Yorlí  or  Lisbon  ;    he  is  a  polyglot  besides. 

Very  well.  From  the  time  that  the  English  campaign 
against  Portugal  took  on  a  character  spiteful  and  violent, 
Colonel  Wyllie  set  himself  to  study  the  question  in  England, 
went  on  to  study  it  in  S.  Thomé,  found  himself  in  America 
when  Burtt  was  there ;  and  in  the  British  press  as  well 
as  in  that  of  the  New  World,  his  pen  and  the  authority 
of  his  name,  his  time  and  his  labour,  were  placed  nobly  and 
disinterestedly  at  the  service  of  the  cause  of   Portugal. 

If  the  benevolence  that  the  assembly  accords  me,  and  the 
time  at  my  disposal,  which  cannot  be  much,  permit  of  it, 
I  shall  read  some  of  the  letters  of  the  Colonel ;  if  not  they 
may  be  read  in  the  Appendices  to  my  book,  "  Manual  Labour 
in  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe." 

The  Standard  action  had  now  been  decided,  Mr 
Burtt  had  returned  from  America  after  a  complete  non- 
success,  and  the  reform  of  the  recruiting  service  and  con- 
tracting  of  serviçaes  had  been  taken  up  in  Lisbon,  with  its 
issue  in  the  General  Regulation  of  17th  July  1909;  the 
emigration  of  men  from  Mozambique  to  S.  Thomé  had  also 
been  begun,  on  terms  better  than  those  of  the  Transvaal. 
Thus  it  might  have  been  expected  that  our  adversaries  would 
have  calmed  down  and  waited  for  the  carrying-out  of  the 
new   measures. 

But  not  in  the  least ;  on  the  contrary,  we  see,  a  year 
after  the  reforms,  on  the  Ist  of  July  1910,  a  Commission 
from  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  (Messrs  Nevinson,  Burtt,  and 
the  Cadbury  family  are  Members  of  that  Society)  urging  on 
the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  exercise  of  diplomatic 
pressure    upon    Portugal  ! 

From  the  dignified  and  honourable  rcply  of  the  statesman, 
represcntative  of  the  greatest  nation  in  the  world,  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  let  me  extract  the  following  : — 

"  It  took  some  time  for  any  nation  to  be  convinced,  by 
foreigners,  that  abuses  were  being  committed  in  its  own 
tcrritory  of  which  its  rulers  in  the  metropolis  had  not  had 
information  at  Hrst  hand.      But  tlic  Portugucse  Government 


42  SIí:NH(JR    MANTFJíO'S    S1>HHCH    AT    FJSHOX 


was  convinced  with  regarei  to  the  abuses  that  were  being 
committed  in  tbe  Continent,  not  in  regions  where  its 
administration  had  been  established,  but  at  times  outside 
its  own  territories  or  in  districts  where  administration 
practically  did  not  exist.  When  the  facts  became  known, 
recruiting  in  Angola  was  entirely  suspended  for  the  space 
of  three  months — it  was  suspended  at  the  end  of  July  of 
last  year  and  the  Government  continued  the  suspension 
up  to  February  1910.  He  was  a  little  surprised  at  the 
statement  that  there  had  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  scrviçaes  imported,  seeing  that  owing  to  that  suspension 
tiicre  was  a  complete  dislocation  of  the  sources  of  supply. 
In  any  case  the  suspension  was  only  a  temporary  measure 
and  recruitment  had  already  begun  under  new  regulations. 
The  principal  points  of  those  regulations  were: — that  zones 
had  been  established  in  the  province  of  Angola  beyond  which 
recruitment  was  not  allowed  ;  a  limited  number  of  natives 
would  only  be  recruited  ;  only  agents  furnished  with  licences 
and  approved  by  the  governors  of  districts  might  recruit 
serviçaes ;  the  engagement  had  to  be  affected  in  the  presence 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  native  chief  and  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  nearest  administrative  authority  ;  the  serviçaes 
had  to  be  conducted  to  the  coast  by  routes  íixed  and  the 
agent  had  to  accompany  them  throughout  the  journey,  and 
to  take  every  care  of  them.  Those  rules  were  framed  in  such 
a  way  as  necessarily  to  do  away  with  the  abuses  which  had 
previously  existed,  so  long  as  they  were  carried  out  to  the 
letter ;  but  it  was  plain  that  what  everybody  wanted  was 
results  and  not  rules  and  regulations  in  these  matters.  He 
had  been  very  reserved  with  ali  the  deputations  which  had 
approached  him  so  as  not  to  raise  their  hopes  unduly.  Every 
minister  for  foreign  affairs  had  to  avoid  doing  so  when  it 
was  a  case  of  the  government  of  another  country  and  the 
regulations  in  foreign  territories." 

This  reply  is  clear  and  positive,  and  says  more  as  to  the 
sincerity  of  our  accusers  than  we  ourselves  would  have  been 
able  to  say.  Since  that  time  up  to  now,  not  a  single  serviçal 
has  been  contracted  in  Angola  for  S.  Thomé  and  Principe; 
the  emigration  has  been,  and  is,  de  facto,  suspended. 

But  do  our  detractors  keep  silence  in  presence  of  this 
crushing  reality  ?  Not  only  do  they  not  keep  silence,  but, 
taking  advantage  of  the  change  of  institutions  in  our  country, 
they  beg  of  the  Portuguese  Government  to  permit  them  to 
send  a  commission    to    Lisbon    to   compliment  them   and   to 
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thank  them  for  certain  general  declarations  that  the  same 
Government,  on  its  advent  to  power,  had  made  to  the  effect 
that  it  would  secure  the  liberty  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens 
of  the  colonies  just  as  those  of  the  metropohs. 

The  audience  having  been  obtained,  the  representative  of 
these  gentlemen  in  Portugal  communicated  the  reply,  and 
the  following  telegram  was  reproduced  ui  a  large  number 
of   English   papers  : — 

"  In  reply  to  the  British  Anti-Slavery  Society,  who  had 
asked  to  be  permitted  to  send  a  deputation  to  confer,  regard- 
ing  measures  for  the  suppression  of  abuses  in  Portuguesa 
Africa,  the  President  of  the  Government  telegraphed  last 
night  saying  he  would  have  much  pleasure  in  receiving  it ; 
a  brilliant  reception  was  awaiting  the  deputation,  banquets 
and    receptions  being  organised   in   its  honour." 

And  side  by  side  with  this,  the  same  press,  on  the  eve 
of  the  delegates'  departure  for  Lisbon,  announced  with  great 
publicity  in  England  the  mission  of  the  deputation  to  Portugal 
in  the  following  terms  : — 

"The  Rev.  J.  H.  Harris,  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
discoursing  at  the  Kingston  Brotherhood,  yesterday,  said 
that  a  great  and  unique  opportunity  was  presenting  itself  for 
obtaining  the  liberation  of  40, 000  '  slaves  in  the  cocoa-islands 
of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  and  the  prohibition  of  the  slave- 
trade   in   the  African   territory  of  Angola. 

"  Important  negotiations  had  been  carried  through 
between  London  and  Lisbon  in  this  respect,  and  the  desire 
of  the  authorities  in  Lisbon  seems  complete  for  the  giving  of 
satisfactory  guarantees  to  public  opinion.  The  Society  had 
consequently  decided  to  send  an  influential  deputation  to 
Lisbon." 

It  was  easy  at  that  agitated  period  of  Portuguese  pul">Iic 

*  Xote  the  progressive  climb-down.  40,000?  It  was  50,000  a 
shoi-t  time  beforc  ;  the  40,000  has  now  bccn  reduced  to  30,000.  This 
is  not  the  only  instaiice  of  the  same  tactics.  On  7tli  Marcli  last, 
according  to  the  African  Mciil,  800  scrviçiics  were  being  conveyed 
to  S.  Thomc  from  Angola.  A  few  days  later,  the  numbei-  had  shrimk 
to  300  :  and  now  (Aiigiist),  aftcr  a  long  and  acrimonious  discussion,  it 
transpií-es  tiiat  the  eorrect  number  is  ;(// .' 
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litV  to  takc  by  surprisc  tlic  repre^entatives  of  the  nation. 
But  tliis  did  iiot  siiccccd  ;  thc  Portuí^uese  Government  rose  to 
thc  occasion,  and  thc  dcpiitation  was  only  permitted  to  present 
itsclf  to  the  niinisters  for  the  purpose  for  whieh  the  audience 
had  been  Ki'ii'ited — to  conipHment  it,  and  to  thank  it  for 
thc  dcclarations  madc  hy  thc  ( jovcrnmcnt.  Only  this,  and 
nothing  more.  (The  Colonial  Minister  here  interrupted  the 
lecturer  in  order  to  give  explanations  to  the  meeting,  con- 
íirmatory  of  what   had  been  said.) 

Not  attaining  their  object,  the  delegates  returned  to  their 
own  country,  where  they  published  in  numerous  journals  the 
following   incorrect  story  : — 

"  S.    ThomÉ    Slavery. 

"  Sir, — As  members  of  the  Anti- Slavery  and  Aborigines' 
Protection  Society,  \ve  were  lately  appointed  by  the  Com- 
mittee  to  visit  Lisbon  with  a  view  to  making  representations 
to  the  PortugLiese  Government  in  regard  to  the  slave  system 
existing  in  the  Portuguese  colonies  of  Angola  and  the  Islands 
of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe. 

"  On  14th  November,  the  day  of  our  arrival  in  Lisbon,  the 
formation  of  an  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  Portugal  was  publicly 
announced,  and  members  of  the  future  Committee,  under 
the  presidency  of  Dr  Magalhães  Lima,  the  newly-appointed 
Minister  in  London,  courteously  met  us  at  the  station  on 
arrival,  and  held  a  conference  with  us  on  16th  Xovember, 
in  regard  to  future  action.  The  committee,  consisting  of 
army  and  navy  ofíicers,  together  with  prominent  repre- 
scntativcs  of  the  law,  the  press,  commerce  and  industry, 
enjoys  thc  full  approval  and  support  of  the  Republican 
Government,  and  expressed  its  earnest  desire  to  work 
in  co-operation  with  the  British  Society  which  we 
represent. 

On  16th  November  also,  we  were  vcry  courteously 
rcceivcd  by  Senhor  Bernardino  Machado,  thc  ncw  .Minister 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  We  represented  to  him  the  strong 
feeling  existing  in  England  upon  the  subject  of  the  Angola 
and  S.  Thomé  slavery,  and  respectfully  urged  upon  the  new 
Government  the  necessity  not  merely  of  enacting  good 
regulations  but  of  carrying  them  into  effect ;  for,  indeed, 
the  chief  fault  of  ali  former  regulations  has  been  that  they 
were  ineffectual.  We  also  supported  suggestions  already 
made    by   previous   Portuguese  Governors  for   the   supply   of 
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genuinely  free  labour  in  the  colonies,  and  requested  to  be 
provided,  if  possible,  with  an  official  document  confirming 
the  published  reports  as  to  tlie  new  Government's  intentions 
for  reforming  the  system. 

"  In  the  coLirse  of  a  tuU  and  cíjrdial  rcply,  the  l-^cM-eign 
Minister  assured  us  of  the  Government's  deterniination  to 
deal  adequately  with  the  question,  and  urged  us  to  eontinue 
to  work,  upon  British  pubhc  opinion,  whieh  would  certainly 
make  its  iníluence  felt  upon  pubhc  opinion  in  Portugal. 
By  co-operating  with  the  newly  formed  Anti-Slavery  Society 
in  Portugal  we  should  raise  the  subject  to  the  position  of  a 
national  question,  and  by  these  means  he  hoped  a  new 
understanding  upon  the  general  problem  of  dealing  with 
native  labour  might  be  arrived  at  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments.  He  further  stated  that  official  declarations  as  to 
the  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Government  in  the  matter 
would  shortly   be  announccd   in   tiie   usual   mannei". 

"  In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  Minister  of 
Marine  and  Colonies,  Senhor  Azevedo  Gomes,  invited  the 
deputation  to  call  upon  him  at  the  Admiralty,  and  repeated 
the  Foreign  Minister's  assurances.  He  stated  that  the 
Government  was  already  considering  a  scheme  by  which  a 
steady  stream  of  free  labour  to  the  islands  would  be  assured, 
and  expressed  bis  readiness  to  welcome  any  suggestions 
that  the  Society  might  be  able  to  lay  before  him  on  the 
subject. 

"  We  believe,  therefore,  that  we  are  now  entitled  to  rely 
upon  the  Portuguese  Government's  genuine  intention  im- 
mediately  to  undertake  the  abolition  of  the  terrible  abuses 
hitherto  involved  in  the  supply  of  labour  to  the  plantations, 
both  on  the  mainland  of  Angola  and  the  islands ;  and  we 
feel  confident  that  in  proportion  as  th  is  resolution  is  carried 
into  effect,  the  people  of  this  country  will  join  in  accepting 
the  new  regime. — We  are,   Sir,  yours,   etc., 

(Signed) 

(  F.  W.  Brooks, 

Anti-blaveryandAbon-   1   jo^x  H.  Hakr.s, 
gines    Protection  boc.ety,      ^^^^^^^  j^,^.^._^ 


Nov.  21 


Geok(;ina  Kino-Lewis, 
Henry  W.  Nevinson." 


The  Portuguese  Government  ordered  an  official  dêmenti 
to  be  given  to  this  story,  and  in  compliance  with  this  order 
our  Chargé  d'Affaires  in    London,   Seniior  Camará  Manoel, 
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publishcs  in  Tlic  Times  of  24th  Novenibcr  1910  the  following 
ilcclaration  : — 

"  To  thc   Editor  of   T/ic    Times. 

"  Sir,  —  In  The  Times  of  to-day's  date  1  see  that  you  have 
published  a  letter  from  the  deputation  of  the  Anti-Slavery 
and  Aborigincs'  Protection  Society,  who  have  just  returned 
from  Lisbon,  stating  that  the  deputation  visited  Lisbon  with 
a  view  to  making  representations  to  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment regarding  the  conditions  of  the  indentured  labourers 
in  the  islands  of  S.  Thomc  and  Principe.  May  I  be  allowed 
to  point  out  that  the  deputation  visited  Lisbon,  not  to  make 
representations,  but  simply  to  congratulate  the  Provisional 
Government  of  the  Portuguese  Republic  upon  the  measures 
it  intends  to  take  in  this  matter. 

(Signed)  "J.  Da  Camará  Manoel, 
"Portuguese  Chargé  d' Aifaires. 

"  Portuguese  Legation, 

"  Novcnibcr  23." 

Does  this  meeting  suppose  that  the  question  was  thus 
disposed  of?  I  ask  its  attention  to  the  document  which  is 
about  to  be  read : — 

"  The  Anti-Slaverv  Deputation  to  Lisbon. 

"Sir, —  In  your  issue  of  to-day  appears  a  letter  from 
Senhor  Manoel,  the  Portuguese  Chargé  d'Affaires  in  this 
country,  which  I  am  obliged  to  answer.  He  takes  on  himself 
to  point  out  what  he  really  cannot  know,  viz.,  what  was 
the  purpose  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  in  sending  their 
deputation  to  Lisbon.  To  allege  that  six  individuais — ali 
of  them  busy  people,  one  of  them  of  the  gentler  sex — would 
undertake  the  long  and  tedious  journey  to  Lisbon  to  con- 
gratulate the  Portuguese  Government  on  something  of 
which  they  had  very  little  authentic  information  is  too 
absurd.  Knowing  the  grievous  tragedy  of  the  conditions 
of  slavery  in  Angola  and  the  Islands  of  San  Thomé  and 
Principe ;  knowing  also  that  the  present  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment had  an  absolutely  clean  record  with  respect  to  it  and 
were  in  no  way  responsible  for  it — thinking  it  a  favourable 
moment  to  make  them  friendly  and  sympathetic  representa- 
tions, we  undertook  the  journey  and  carried  out  our  purpose. 
We  represented  that  nothing  would  so  incline  public  opinion 
in    England  to   uphold  the  new  Government  by  ali  suitable 
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means  as  a  clear  deciaration  on  the  subject  of  the  slavery 
hitherto  carried  on  in  the  Portuguese  colonies,  and  we 
received  from  the  Ministers  whom  we  saw  assurances  on 
the  subject  which,  if  fulHIled,  will  give  the  greatest  satis- 
faction   in  this  country. 

We  assured  the  Portuguese  Ministers  that  we  carne  to 
them  actuated  by  feelings  of  the  most  cordial  friendship 
to  themselves  and  the  Portuguese  nation,  and  1  am  glad 
to  have  this  opportunity  of  again  emphasising  that  feeling. 
1  am  sure  we  made  that  clear  to  them  when  in  Lisbon, 
and  we  are  only  too  glad  to  believe  that  the  assurances 
which  they  gave  to  us  will  be  carried  out  with  ali  the 
speed  which  the  difficulties  of  the  case,  of  which  we  are 
fully  conscious,  will  adniit. 

(Signed)  "  F.  W.  Brooks, 

"  Chainnan  of  the  Dcputation. 

^'  PORTLAND    HOUSE,     LlOYD'S    AvENUE,    E.C. 

''Nov.  24.     (Piiblished  Dcc.   7.)" 

Apart  from  the  absence  of  good  faith  which  reveals  itself 
in  ali  the  correspondence  of  these  gentiemen,  please  say 
which  one  should  most  admire  in  this  last  document, — the 
arrogance  with  which  it  is  framed,  the  disrespect  with 
which  it  refers  to  our  representative  in  England,  or  the 
bargain  it  oífers  to  our  Government  of  its  good  offices  to 
promote  the  recognition  of  our  new  institutions  ? 

Gentiemen, — Behaviour  as  unjust  as  it  is  unworthy 
wounds  the  Portuguese  sou!  in  its  most  sensitive  fibres, 
■offends  its  deepest  feelings.  It  is  not  after  our  people 
having  given  to  the  world  in  ali  ages,  and  notably  in  the 
historie  days  of  the  4th  and  5th  of  October,  the  most 
manifest  proofs  of  its  valour,  of  its  honour,  and  of  its 
goodness,  that  we  require  to  establish  to  the  stranger 
these  characteristics,  the  stamp  and  the  pride  of  our 
nationality,  by  means  of  testimonials  of  good  conduct  issued 
by  Quakers  of  any  part  of  the  world.  No ;  we  neither 
require  them  nor  do  we  desire  them  ;  let  them  kecp 
them. 

Mr  President, — It  is  getting  Iate  and  I  must  not  take 
undue  advantage  of  the  extreme  good-will  of  this  audience. 
I  shall  not  read,  nor  shall  I  comment  upon  the  various 
interesting  documents   I    have  on   the  table,   but   I   shall   not 
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concludc  without  asUing  you  to  give  me  leave  to  relate 
a  story  tliat  bears  upon   the  subject  vvhich   interests   us. 

Rhodesia  is,  as  you  ali  know,  one  of  the  States  of  the 
South  Africai!  Confederation,  and  its  pf)pulation  is  composed 
of  400,000  blacks  and  20,000  whites.  The  scene  of  the 
story,  which  1  am  about  to  narrate,  as  given  by  the 
Daily  Mail,  in  a  series  of  articles  entitled,  "  White  \v(ímen 
in  Black  Countries,"  is  laid  in  the  town  of  Umtali.  It  is 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  and  aiong  a  lonely  street  of  the  town 
a  black  man,  drunk,  is  staggering.  On  one  side  of  it  the 
black  knocked  up  against  a  door,  and  as  it  was  open,  he 
went  in,  recognising  that  he  was  in  a  house  where  he  had 
once  been  a  servant.  Being  hungry  and  thirsty,  he  went 
to  the  kitchen  hoping  to  find  there  something  to  satisfy 
his  wants ;  but  not  finding  it  and  trying  to  get  out  again 
he  mistook  his  way  and  instead  of  going  towards  the  street 
he  went  towards  the  bedroom  of  the  mistress  of  the  house. 
The  room  door  was  open  and  the  lady  in  bed.  Whether 
impelled  by  drink  or  for  some  other  reason  which  we  need 
not  investigate,  the  black  was  seized  with  the  desire  to  possess 
the  woman  and  tried  to  outrage  her.  He  was  caught, 
tried,  and  condemned  to  death,  the  judge  recording  the 
finding  that  there  was  no  evidence  that  he  had  completed 
the  outrage. 

Lord  Gladstone,  Imperial  High  Commissioner,  commuted 
the  death  penalty  to  one  of  penal  servitude  for  life,  This 
was  enough  to  rouse  the  whole  white  opinion  of  Rhodesia 
over  the  exccss  of  clcineiicy,  and  it  was  demanded  that  he 
should  reconsider  himself  and  that  the  black  should  be 
executed  ! 

Ali  in  vain  Lord  Gladstone  explained  that  the  crime 
was  not  premeditated,  that  there  were  no  aggravating 
circumstances  such  as  house-breaking  or  robbery,  and  that 
the  attempted  crime  was  not  even  committed.  Nothing 
would  appease  the  wrath  of  the  whites  ;  the  South  African 
press  kept  up  its  violent  campaign  against  the  High  Com- 
missioner, even  demanding  his  recall.  The  conflict  still 
rages  ;  it  is  said  that  attacks  on  white  wonien  are  common 
on  the  part  of  blacks  (often  not  brought  to  light  because 
the   victims   do    not   complain),    and    that   there   will    be    no 
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safety  for  women  in  South  Africa  unless  death  of  a  black 
be  the  penalty  in  ali  cases  for  every  simple  attempt  at 
rape.  * 

Gentlemen, —  I  know  the  province  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Príncipe  for  more  than  forty  years ;  and  from  the  tradition 
I  have  inherited  of  my  uncle,  who,  when  I  first  went  there, 
had  already  been  thirty  years  in  it,  I  may  claim  to  Unow 
it  for  a  period  of  seventy  years ;  but  throughout  ali  that 
long  term  of  years  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  case  where 
a  black  has  attempted  to  violate  a  white  woman. 

White  women  live  upon  the  roças,  and  they  are  alone 
with  blacii  servants  r(Hind  them  the  greater  part  of  the  day, 
while  their  husbands.  fatliers  and  brothers  are  out  at  work 
in  the  fieid,  they  travei  in  hammocks  ali  round  the  island, 
leagues  and  leagues  by  lonely  paths,  with  only  from  four 
to  six  porters  with  them — blacks ;  and  though  it  would  be 
an  easy  thing  to  violate  them,  never  does  siich  an  idea 
spring  Lip  in   the  mind  of  the  black. 

Is  he  afraid  to  do  so  ?  Certainly  fear  is  not  the  explana- 
tion,  for  our  statute-book — in  which  there  is  neither  the 
penalty  of  death  nor  of  penal  servitude  for  life — is  much 
milder  than  that  of  England,  and  offences  such  as  that  of 
Umtali  would  probably  be  punished  by  simple  police 
detention. 

Race  hatred  ?  Let  that  question  be  answered  by  one  of 
the  most  authoritative  writers  on  the  subject  to  be  found  in 
England.  I  refcr  to  a  man  who  has  passed  in  official 
positions  the  greater  part  of  his  life,  in  contact  with  the 
black  in  Africa  and  America,  the  author  of  the  famous 
expression,  "  S.  Thomé,  the  Paradise  of  the  blacks," 
the     illustrious     vice-president    of    the    Royal     Gcographical 

•  Xote  bv  Translator. — Here  it  happens  that  Portu};ucsc  Planter 
and  British  Humanitarian  think  aliUe.  And  natiirally  so  ;  S.  Thomé 
being  as  safe  from  the  Negro  Miscreant  as  Caxton  Hall  or  Denison 
House,  tlie  liorror  in  question,  with  its  coiinter-horror  of  lynch  hiw  in 
tlie  backgi-ound,  by  far  the  ííreater  peril  to  luimanity,  lias  never-  come 
within  the  i<en  of  either.  In  South  Africa,  as  in  Soiitli  Carolina,  tiic 
Man  (or  Woman)  on  the  Spot  may  take  a  different  view,  and  S.  Thomé 
would  probably  revise  its  view  if  facts  compelled  it  to  do  so.  But  in 
British  philomelanthropic  circlcs  the  verdict  of  !\iget,  M.P.,  will 
probably  stand  for  some  time  as  the  last  word  on  the  subject  of  The 
Man  on  the  Spot. 
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Socicty  of  London,  Sir  Harry  .lohnston,  formerly  a  British 
ConsLil-Gencral.  now  rctired.  Ali  who  have  followed  the 
African  movemcnt  of  the  last  quarter  of  a  century  know 
what  his  naine  stands  for. 

Vcry  well :  Sir  Han-y  .lohnston  has  just  pubhshed  a 
bi^  volume,  profiisely  ilkistrated,  under  the  title  "The  Negro 
in  the  New  World."  The  author  studies  the  life  of  the 
black  from  the  time  of  first  arrival  in  the  New  World  ;  he 
traces  them  down  the  ages,  and  investigates  the  impressions 
they  retain,  transmitted  by  tribal  tradition,  with  relation  to 
the  nations  under  whose  dominion  they  have  been  for 
centuries.  It  is  the  blacks  themselves,  it  is  the  tradition 
of  their  race  that  speaks  through  the  impartial  mouth  of 
Sir  Harry  Johnston,  who,  making  a  classification  of  the 
European  peoples  who  have  ruled  over  them,  have  established 
a  gradation  list,  in  order  the  more  easily  to  understand  the 
difference  of  treatment  received  at  the  hands  of  each.  He 
arrives  at  the  following  conclusion  (in  order  of  merit,  from 
the  best  to  the  worst)  : — 

First,  the  Portuguese ;  second,  the  Spaniards ;  third, 
the  Danes ;  fourth,  the  French ;  íifth,  the  English ;  sixth, 
the   Dutch. 

This  answers  the  questions  set,  and  replies  triumphantly 
to  many  unjust  charges  against  us  which  have  obtained 
currency.  It  is  in  this  tradition  of  the  negro  race  that  we 
already  know,  but  which  has  only  now  been  luminously 
and  precisely  revealed  to  the  world  by  Sir  Harry  Johnston, 
that  the  secret  of  the  peaceful  rule  of  this  little  nation 
over  so  extensive  regions  of  the  dark  continent  is  to  be 
found. 

The  risk  of  ruin  which  the  very  valuable  interests  bound 
up  in  Trinidad's  cacao  crop,  and  now  these  of  Acera  as  well, 
have  had  to  face  (and  do  face  whenever  there  is  a  heavy  fali 
in  the  price  of  cacao),  the  formidable  English  campaign 
against  the  Congo  Free  State,  whose  dissolution  at  certain 
crises  seemed  imminent ;  the  game  of  English  domestic 
politics  in  which  the  great  English  chocolate-makers  are 
the  players  on  one  side ;  ali  these  are  the  accompaninients 
of  the  various  stages  of  the  campaign  against  Portgual. 

The  necessity  that  any  anti-slavery  society  has  for  siaves, 
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wherever  they  may  be,  in  order  to  assure  its  own  existence 
as  SLich  and  its  revenue  from  subscriptions,  and  the  advan- 
tages  which  the  chocolate- makers  of  other  countries  gain 
by  prolonging  the  commercial  interruption  between  Enghsh 
manufacturers  and  Portuguese  producers,  are  aiso  factors 
to   be  considered    in   the  judgment   of  the   question. 

Be  the  causes  of  the  attacU  what  they  may,  the  one 
thing  certain  is,  that  its  authors  and  their  helpers  have  not 
succeeded  in  forming  a  universal  opinion  in  our  disfavour. 
On  the  contrary ;  they  have  only  gained  partial  victories 
in  the  countries  where  they  have  betaken  themselves  in 
search  of  support,  and  even  in  England  itself,  abstraction 
being  made  of  the  party- politicai  interests  bound  up  in  the 
question,  they  have  lost  ground  steadily,  both  in  numbers 
and  in  importance.  It  is  not  the  world  at  large  which 
concerns  itself  vvith  us,  nor  is  it  the  Great  British  public 
which  opposes  us ;  much  less  is  it  the  British  Government, 
which  has  always  been  most  correct  in  its  attitude  towards 
us  throughout  ali  the  phases  of  this  long  campaign.  Of  the 
British  nation  and  of  its  Government  we  have  nothing  to 
complain,  nor  can  we  hold  that  friendly  and  allied  nation 
responsible  for  the  faults  of  a  few  of  its  sons.  The  two 
nations  have  marched  side  by  side  for  long  centuries  ;  side 
by  side  both  have  shed  the  generous  blood  of  their  sons  in 
the  epic  battles  of  the  Peninsular  War,  to  secure  the 
predominence  of  England  in  the  world  and  cement  the 
indcpendence  of  Portugal.  Side  by  side  they  will  continue 
their  path  through  future  ages,  ever  allied,  ever  friends, 
however  distasteful  this  may  be  to  the  pacU  of  Quakers, 
enemies  or  otherwise  of  Portugal. 

The  audience  is  tired  ;  and  it  is  time  to  stop,  and  I  am 
going  to  do  so,  closing  with  the  words  in  which,  referring  to 
our  colony  in  the  Gulf  of  Guinea,  I  closed  the  sixth  chapter 
of  my  book,  "  Manual  Labour  in  St  Thomé  and  Principe." 
There,  the  nation  has  a  patrimony  of  the  highest  value, 
and,  by  virtue  principally  of  its  great  worth,  one  which 
rouses  envy  and  jealousy,  stirs  up  spite  and  brings  about 
collisions  with  various  interests,  which,  under  the  cloak  of 
philanthropy,  let  themselves  go  with  a  fury  that  would  long 
since    have    compelled     us    to    capitulate     had     Portuguese 
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tenacity  bccn  obliffed  to  yicld  thoii^h  it  had  on  its  side,  as 
it  lias,  thc  sLipport  of  reason,    riglit,  and  justice. 

The  coloiiists  of  S.  Thomé  have  given  ample  proofs  of 
that  tenacity,  and  of  that  force  of  resistance,  in  the  unequal 
struggle  which  has  lasted  for  many  years;  and  our  antagonists, 
having  always  been  frustrated  in  their  attempts  to  block 
the  progress  of  our  islands,  are  now  playing  a  bolder  game 
by  giving  a  universal  character  to  hostilities  which  until 
recently  were  limited  to  a  dispute  between  Englishmen  and 
Portuguese. 

To  discredit  us  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilised  world, 
representing  us  as  engaged  in,  or  conniving  at,  the  criminal 
traffic  of  slavery,  and  by  means  of  the  odium  thus  created 
to  isolate  us  as  morally  infected,  the  better  to  annihilate  the 
prosperity  of  our  colony,  is  the  latest  phase  of  the  English 
campaign.  They  will  not,  however,  achieve  the  result  aimed 
at  by  their  iniquitous  act,  for  neither  is  the  civilised  world 
so  badly  informed  as  to  play  the  game  of  our  detractors, 
nor  will  the  energy  of  the  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  planters 
succumb  to  the  new  and  audacious  assault ;  nor  yet  will 
the  Government  of  this  country  consent  to  foreigners,  for 
their  own  purposes,  snatching  so  important  an  asset  froni 
the  national   patrimony. 

It  often  happens  that,  in  the  formidable  strife  of  human 
ambition,  human  interests,  and  human  passions,  an  unjust 
victory  is  obtained  by  the  supplanting  of  right,  reason,  and 
equity ;  but  sometimes,  and  history  registers  not  a  few 
such  instances,  poverty,  weak  and  unprotected,  emerges 
triumphant  from  the  fight  in  virtue  of  its  own  energy  and 
reliance  on  the  right  and  the  justice  of  its  cause. 

We  provoke  nobody,  nor  do  we  desire  conflicts  with 
any  one.  Ours  is  a  peaceable,  hard-working,  and  honourable 
nation,  doing  its  best  to  perfect  its  share  in  the  natural 
and  social  duties  allotted  to  mankind,  to  provide,  by  its  own 
efforts,  for  its  own  support  and  to  promote  its  own  physical, 
moral,  and  intellectual  progress,  with  regard  for  the  rights 
and  the  honour  of  other  nations,  but  without  harming  any, 
and  without  hating  or  envying  those  who  may  be  wealthier 
or  more  powerful.  This  attitude  of  ours  gives  us  a  claim  to 
reciprocai    trcatmcnt    at    the    hands    of    those    nations   with 
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whom  our  country  maintains  correct  and  friendly  relations. 
We  do  not  seek  this  as  a  favour  but  as  a  right,  and  vve  are 
convinced  that  with  the  exception  of  a  few  mental  perverts 
whose  true  place  is  among  the  patients  of  the  scientists  upon 
whom  the  mantle  of  Lombroso  has  fallen,  the  men  of  ali 
cultured  nations  for  whom  reason  has  any  positive  value, 
for  whom  right  is  not  an  empty  formula,  and  justice  a  myth, 
will  admit  our  appeal  and  give  it  a  sympathetic  hearing ; 
and  the  íirst  of  these,  once  she  is  impartially  informed  of 
the  facts,  will  be  our  ancient  ally  and  modern  friend, 
England,  the  sensible  and  practical. 

My  salutations.     I   have  said  my  say. 


■^      9  DECiiaZO     ^  V^ 


[TRANSLATION.] 


PUBLIC  OPINION  IN  LISBON  :  REPRE- 
SENTATIONS  OF  THE  MERCANTILE 
COMMUNITY. 


MEMORIAL    PRESENTED   TO   THE   MIXISTER    FOR 
FOREIGN   AFFAIRS,   15  Feb.   1911. 

We,  the  agriculturists  and  others  interested  in  the  progress 
of  the  islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  assembled  to  take 
cognizance  of  the  renewal  of  the  persistent  campaign  raised 
by  individual  foreigners  who,  since  1903,  have  been  carrying 
it  on  against  the  valuable  and  patriotic  Portuguese  work 
of  those  islands,  have  resolved  to  come  before  Your  Excellency 
as  our  illustrious  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  and  thtis  the 
interpretei'  of  the  Portuguese  nation  abroad.  We  submit 
our  vehement  protest  against  that  obstinate,  unjust  and  not 
altogether  disinterested  campaign,  whose  objective  has  now 
been  dragged  to  light  in  the  foreign  press  itself.  Your 
signatories,  being  convinced  as  to  the  motives  underlying 
it,  are  determined  once  more,  pubhcly  and  with  dignity,  to 
relegate  it  to  the  field  of  acts  whose  classiHcation  one 
refrains  from  making  in  concrete  terms  out  of  respect  for 
Your   Excellency,   and  for  the  national  sense  of  decency. 

The  missions  of  Messrs  Nevinson,  Burtt,  and  even 
Mr  Cadbury  himself,  ali  moved  by  the  same  spirit  of 
determination  to  discredit  us,  have  been  systematically 
organised  for  an  end  obviously  intentional,  piling  up  as 
they  do  insignificant  facts  which  at  the  worst  only  represent 
minor  abuses,  and  blacUening  or  suppressing  others  which 
might  go  to  place  those  in  a  bctter  light  or  even  redound 
to  the  credit  of  the  admirable  worU  done  by  the  Portuguese 
in  the  islands  of  S.  Thomé  and   Príncipe. 

To   praise   one's  own   deeds   is   not    too    merítorious    an 
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act,  but  it  is  not  \ve  who  do  so ;  we  confine  ourselves  to 
the  citing  of  vvitnesses  absolutely  beyond  suspicion,  such  as 
the  eminent  Germans  who  have  visited  our  islands:  Prince 
Alfred  von  Loewenstein,  Alessrs  Kemner,  Strunck  and 
Schultz;  Frenchmen  notable  in  science,  as  Alessrs  Gravier 
and  Chevalier;  the  very  compatriots  of  our  detractors, 
Sir  Harry  Johnston,  Messrs  Griffiths  and  Holland,  Colonel 
Wyllie,  and  numerous  others  who  have  carried  away  with 
them  from  those  islands  the  deepest  impressions  of  the 
truly  deserving  and  beneficent  work  done  there. 

And  vve  say  beneficent,  for  colonisation  primarily  consists 
in  the  raising  of  the  inferior  races  by  means  of  labour, 
education,  and  encouragement,  ali  three  elements  of  social 
progress,  being  conferred  upon  the  native  labourer  there, 
to  a  far  greater  degree  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
The  moderation  of  his  tasU,  the  abundance  of  his  food,  his 
own  protection  and  the  education  of  his  children,  are  in 
no  sense  inferior  to  that  assigned  to  the  great  groups  of 
operatives  of  the  white  races;  corporal  punishment,  by 
means  of  which,  under  British  and  German  Colonial  law, 
the  errors  of  native  labourers  are  still  corrected,  has  long 
been  banished  from  our  legal  system. 

The  campaigns  which  periodically  and  successively  have 
been  waged  by  foreigners  against  the  labour  system  of 
S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe  have  assumed  protean  forms.  At 
one  time  the  charge  is  of  bad  treatment  in  the  islands 
themselves,  then  the  method  of  recruitment,  then  the  long 
duration  of  the  contract,  and  later  on  the  absence  of  re- 
patriation.  Those  who  spread  the  calumny  are  the  very 
same  who,  after  having  started  it,  have  ascertained  directly 
and  indirectly  that  the  comfort  and  wellbeing  of  the  labourer 
cannot  be  improved  upon,  and  that  the  paradise  of  the 
negro,  the  synthesis  of  the  happiness  and  of  the  aspirations 
of  the  race  is  to  be  found  in  the  regions  in  question. 
Thus  the  first  point  of  the  accusation  falis  to  the  ground. 
The  second  is  met  by  the  enquiry  ordered  by  the  Portuguese 
Government  in  1908,  accorded  as  an  act  of  exceptional 
deference  on  our  part,  with  the  obvious  idea  of  showing 
the  sincerity  of  our  procedure,  and  with  a  view  to  rectifying 
such  abuses  as  might  be  found  to  exist  in  the  wild  interior 
of  our  province  of  Angola,  in  territories  not  yet  brought 
under  complete  control.  But  before  the  officer  deputed 
to  enquire  had  had  time  to  present  his  report,  new  and 
constant  attacks  against  S.  Thomé  began  to  be  made. 
And  Your  Excellency,  will   please  note   the  sincerity  of  the 
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instigators  of  the  campaign  as  manifcstcd  in  the  following 
fact.  One  of  the  known  and  recognised  chiefs  of  this 
campaign,  after  having  agreed  at  a  Hnal  discussion  to  a 
project  for  recruiting  by  zones  in  Angola,  where  the  greater 
density  of  popuhition  permitted  of  it,  and  a  regulated  supply 
of  labour  could  thus  be  obtained,  without  prejudice  to  Ujcal 
labour  claims,  now  turns  round  and  brings  up  fresh  elements 
of  hostihty  to  this  very  scheme,  though  ali  recruiting  under 
it  was  to  have  been  carried  on  with  every  guarantee  of 
independence  for  the  native  in  the  presence  of  the  ad- 
ministrative  authority,  subject  to  conditions  fully  securing 
freedom  and  spontaneity  of  contract.  Yet  up  to  now  the 
planters  of  S.  Thomé  have  not  availed  themselves  of  this 
liberal  arrangenient,  for  they  are  no  longer  engaging  labour 
from  Angola. 

The  period  of  contact,  five  years,  was  thought  excessive, 
but  we  nevertheless  find  a  similar  tcrm  of  service  in  British 
índia,  where  emigration  is  subject  to  a  rigid  control  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  of  índia,  and  is  only  sanctioned 
under  very  special  conditions,  under  the  Indian  Emigration 
Act  (XXI  of  1883,  amended  by  Act  XII  of  1908).  In  the 
Congo  Free  State  the  contracts  may  run  to  seven  years,  and 
in  the  German  colonies  the  term  is  four  years.  Foreign 
experience  amply  justifies  this  period,  more  cspecially 
recognised  as  necessary  when  it  is  a  case  of  races  in  their 
infancy  as  regards  agricultural  tasUs,  whose  apprenticeship 
and  adaptation  to  habits  of  labour  taUes  some  time  to 
complete.  But  the  regulation  of  July  1909  limited  the 
period  of  contrast  for  Angolan  labourers  to  three  years 
during  the   period   1909-1914. 

Next,  obligatory  repatriation  was  insisted  upon,  and 
this,  Your  Excellency,  is  the  last  bulwark  of  our  detractors 
against  the  progress  of  Portuguese  cnterprise  in  S.  Thomé. 
It  is  urged  in  the  name  of  an  offcndcd  humanity  ;  but  it  is 
in  this  very  name  that  we  ourselves  have  something  to  say, 
for  it  is  not  to  be  let  pass  that  the  pseudo-philanthropy  of 
our  accusers  lies  nearer  to  their  hearts  than  the  altruism 
to  which  we  lay  claim.  The  rude  and  unprotected  labourer, 
hitherto  a  stranger  to  the  most  elcmentary  ideas  of  civilisa- 
tion  and  hygiene,  on  arrival  at  S.  Thomé  begins  a  new  life  of 
regulated  work  proportioned  to  bis  own  strength  ;  he  is  fed 
and  cared  for,  and  taught  the  sccret  of  family  life,  the 
offspring  of  which  is  for  him  a  source  of  joy  and  content. 
He  and  his  are  shown  what  domesticity  and  independence 
mean,  they  are  nursed  when  sicU,  protected  when  unable  to 
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work,  and  when  old  aj^e  comes  Unocking  at  their  door,  they 
íind  in  the  spontaneous  ííenerosity  of  the  planter  the  shelter 
that  elsewhere  is  wanting  to  them  and  that  would,  if  absent, 
hurry  them  from   misery  into  death. 

The  death-rate,  always  higher  when  groups  of  human 
families  change  their  environment,  is  not  greater  at  S.  Thomé 
than  in  the  Transvaal,  where,  besides,  thousands  of  cripples, 
returning  to  our  province  of  Mozambique,  drag  out  a  life 
of  sufTering  and  sorrow.  Hundreds  of  invaUds  are  at  present 
supported  by  our  planters,  Hkewise  thousands  of  chiidren 
born  on  the  properties  and  entirely  free,  as  are  their  fathers, 
supported  and  looUed  after  without  any  labour  being  required 
of  them,  forming  new  generations  better  adapted  to  their 
environment  and  more  resistant  to  the  influences  to  which 
the  former  are  exposed,  hence  reducing  the  tax  of  mortality 
and  constituting  a  neucleus  for  a  future  population  which 
later  on  will  guarantce,  by  its  free  and  spontaneous  capacity 
for  work,  a  local  lahour-supply  indispensable  from  ali  points 
of  view. 

Every  human  being,  however  rudimentary  his  standing 
in  the  social  scale,  has  some  innate  notion  of  justice,  and 
when  the  actual  labourer,  searching  his  memory,  compares 
his  troubled  life  as  a  child  and  a  youth  with  the  ease  and 
comfort  he  enjoys  in  his  new  home,  his  unwillingness  to 
leave  the  land  of  his  adoption  is  manifest ;  he  does  not  want 
to  return  to  a  birth-place  of  which  he  retains  confused  and 
ungrateful  memories.  Is  it  in  the  name  of  humanity  that 
such  a  man  is  to  be  snatched  away  by  force,  and  carried 
off  to  his  country  of  origin  ?  No  one  would  answer  this 
question  in  the  affirmative,  and  Mr  Cadbury  himself,  when 
some  of  us  who  have  signed  this  protest  had  a  discussion 
with  him  on  the  subject,  14th  November  1907,  he  admitted 
that  "  in  such  circumstances  the  labourers  would  remain 
voluntarily  and  that  a  great  number  would  prefer  to  stay 
in  S.  Thomé  and  reap  the  benefit  of  a  labour  and  payment 
which  were  regular,  rather  than  return  to  their  former 
prccarious  life  in  Angola."  Where,  then,  lies  the  humanity 
of  a  forced  repatriation  ? 

This  is  not  the  time  to  broach  other  considerations 
suggested  by  this  important  subject,  except  to  explain, 
briefly  and  concisely,  why  the  planter  of  S.  Thomé  in 
particular,  and  the  whole  Portuguese  nation,  to-day  united 
as  rcgards  colonial  work,  would  place  in  the  hands  of  Your 
Excellency  this  expression  of  their  indignation  at  the  per- 
ennial  campaign  in  England  raised  against  their  most  loyal 
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efforts.  They  rely  on  the  sound  judgment  with  which  you 
will  SLipport  them  and  defend  the  Portuguese  good  name, 
be  it  through  our  representatives  abroad,  or  through  the 
Republican  Government,  so  that,  in  the  just  recognition 
of  the  rights  they  trust  to,  the  matter  may  be  settled  in 
the  manner  most  conformable  t(j  the  interests  of  our 
fatherland. 

A  large  number  of  emigrants  from  the  great  Indian  Empire, 
Your  Excellency,  remain  in  their  new  country  when  they 
are  removed  thence  under  the  provisions  of  statutory  law,  a 
law  not  less  severe  than  ours,  and  it  is  calculated  that  in 
this  way  the  new  country  obtains  one-eighth  part  of  its 
population.  The  exodus  of  peoples  from  one  to  another 
part  of  the  globe  is  a  fact  of  the  social  dynamics  of  races, 
justified  and  indicated  by  the  same  pubMc  reasons,  which 
indicate  the  measures  for  securing  those  currents  of  move- 
ment  from  abuses  which  might  prejudice  the  happiness  of 
the  emigrants  and  the  national  morale.  This  is  a  matter 
not  always  seen  to,  and  in  few  legislative  enactments  is 
there  to  be  found,  what  is  to  be  found  in  ours,  an  arrange- 
ment  so  ample  as  the  repatriation  fund,  securing  the 
individual  in  the  present  and  guaranteeing  him  in  the 
future. 

We  hope  that  Your  signatories  have  succeeded  in  showing 
Your  Excellency  by  means  of  facts  which  are  common 
property,  and  by  the  slight  explanations  now  givcn,  that 
the  absurd  and  moreover  malevolent  campaign  waged 
against  the  national  labour-force  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe 
will  find  in  you  and  in  the  diplomatic  and  consular  corps 
under  your  orders  abroad  the  most  decided  support  in 
furthering  the  cause  represented  by  the  agriculturists,  a 
cause  which  is  none  other  than  that  of  the  good  name  of 
the   Portuguese   Nation. — Salfitation   and    Fraternity. 

(Signed)   212   Signatures. 

LiSBON,   lõfli  Fcbntary   1911. 
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SIGNATORIES   TO    MEMORIAL. 

1-9     Marquez  de  Valle  Flor;  José  Ferreira  do  Amaral, 

Ltd.;  Fausto  Cardoso  de  Figueiredo;  Henrique 

José  Monteiro  de  Mendonça ;    and  five  others  ; 

10-14     Francisco  Mantero,  Ltd.,   and  four  others; 

15-28     Empreza    Nacional    de    Navegação,    and    thirteen 

others. 
29-31      Sociedade  d'Agricultura  Colonial,  and  two  others; 
32-39     Banco   Nacional   Ultramarino,   and  seven  others; 
40-49     Companhia  da  Ilha  de  Principe,  and   nine  others  ; 
50-66     Companhia  Agricola  das  Neves,  and  sixteen  others  ; 
67-88     Companhia  Commercial  d'Angola,  and  twenty-one 

others ; 
89-91      Companhia    Agricola    da    Bella    Vista,     and    two 
others ; 
92-106     Nova  Companhia  Nacional  de  Moagem,  and  four- 

teen  others ; 
107-1 1 1      Associação  Commercial  de  Lisboa,  and  four  others  ; 
112-115     Companhia  da  Roça  Ribeira  Izé,  and  three  others; 

116  Sociedade  Agricola  da   Rozema ; 

117  Companhia    Agricola    da    Ilha    de    S.    Thomé    em 

liquidação  ; 
118-122     Empreza  Agricola  de  Cacau  Extra,  Ltd.,  and  four 
others ; 

123  Associação  Central  d'Agricultura   Portugueza  ; 

124  Companhia  Agricola' da   Praia  Grande; 
125-145     Sociedade  Colonial  e  Agricola  do  Congo  Portuguez, 

and  twenty  others ; 
146-155     Companhia  da   Roça  Coimbra,   and   nine  others; 
156-211      Companhia  Agricola  de  Cazengo,'and  forty  others; 
212     Companhia  de  Cabinda. 
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CASE  OF  TUI':  PORTUGUESE  BARQUE  OVARENSE 
— BRITISH  INTRIGUES  AGAINST  LIBERIAX 
LABOUR. 

This  was  a  case  arising-  out  of  the  endeavour  of  the 
Portug-uese,  after  the  status  of  slavery  had  been  abolished 
in  PortugLiese  possessions,  to  obtain  absolutely  free  labour 
such  as  was  then  (and  is  still  being")  used  for  the  working- 
of  British  and  German  vessels  trading-  along-  the  West  Coast 
of  Africa.  Certain  British  shipping-  companies  at  first  helped 
the  Portug"uese  bj'  transporting-  the  Kroo-boys  "  in  question 
from  Libéria  to  the  plantations  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  ; 
but  having'  been  themselves  threatened  with  a  boycott  should 
the}-  continue  to  facihtate  Portug-uese  competition  in  the 
Liberian  labour  market,  the  Portug-uese  had  to  be  notified 
that  for  the  future  the\'  would  have  to  make  their  own 
arrang-ements. 

Accordingl}^  thej'  equipped  the  Ovarense  for  the  labour 
carr3-ing'  trade,  furnished  the  master  of  the  vessel  with 
the  necessary  passports  and  ship's  papers,  requested  the 
Portug-uese  Cônsul  at  Sierra  Leone  to  obtain  British  pro- 
tection  for  the  enterprise,  and  directed  that  the  vessel 
should  put  in  at  Sierra  Leone  and  ofFer  herself  for 
inspection  beforehand,  so  as  to  guard  against  any  inter- 
ference  later  on  by,  or  at  the  instigation  of,  interested  rivais. 
What  followed  is  best  told  in  the  form  of  notes  of  the 
judgment  of  the  British  Vice-Admiralt}'  Court,  to  illustrate 
the  force  and  direction  of  the  cross-currents  which  it  is 
feared  still  beset  Portug'al  in  her  endeavours  to  steer  a 
straightforward  course. 


Ix    THE    VICE-AD^[IRALTV    CoURT,     SlERRA    LeOXE. 
IN    RE 

The  Portuguese  B arque  Ovarexse, 
Manoel  Dos  Saxtos  Casaca,  Júnior,  Master. 

BEFORE 

Chief  Justice   Horatio  J.    Huggixs, 
Judge,   X^ice-Admiralt}-  Court. 
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CONDENSED    NOTES    OF    THE    JUDGMENT. 

Date    of    entrj-    of    Ox^arense    at    Customs, 

Sierra  Leone  .....        4  Dec.  1876. 

Date     of    seizure    by    Inspector-General    of 

Police  Loggie,   Harbour-Master  Hanson, 

and  five  constables,  ....  5  Dec.  1876. 
Date   of  issue   of  Monition   returnable    18th 

idem 11  Dec.   1876. 

Date   of  Filiiig"  of  translated   documents    in 

case        .......        3  Jan.     1877. 

Date   of  Filing"  oí  plea   before  Registrar  for 

Master 24  Jan.     1877. 

Date  of  JuDGMENT  AND   Decree  .  .        9  No\-.  1877. 


LssuES  : — 

Whether  Ovarense  was  a  slave-trader  or  a  lawful  c;irrier 
of  emigrants  ; 

Whether  the  water-casks,  rice,  and  niats  found  on  board 
were  or  were  not  in  excess  of  lawful   requirements  ; 

Whether  the  seizure  of  the  vessel,  equipment,  etc. , 
was  or  was  not  justified  in  law,  and  by  the  facts  of  the 
case. 


JUDGMENT  : — 

The  issues  considered  by  the  Court  were  split  up  into 
six,  but  the  above  cover  the  same  ground.  The  Court  found 
that  though  there  was  no  question  as  to  the  power  of  the 
Police  to  efifect  the  seizure,  there  was  no  evidence  whatever 
of  guilty  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Portuguese  owners  ; 
hence  these  were  entitled  forthwilli  to  the  rcstoration  o\' 
the  vessel,  with  its  tackle  and  cargo.  On  the  reinaining 
points,  after  careful  examination  of  the  e\idence  adduced, 
the  Court  found  that  the  case  for  the  seizors  had  l^eon 
supported  by  testimony  it  regarded  as  perjurcd,  and  b\ 
statements  so  improbable  as  to  be  only  credible  on  tiie 
In-pothesis  of  a  collusion  to  promote  slave-trading  ou  the 
part  of  the  Portuguese  Government,  the  Portuguese  Governor 
of  S.  Thomé,  and  a  British  Steamship  Company  named  in 
the  proceedings.  This  hypothesis  the  Court  rejected  as 
absurd,  and,  after  commenting  upon  delays  in  tho   procecd- 
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iuKs    lu-foic    thc    Rcj^^islrar    whicli    had    contributed     to    the 
ciilianccmcnt   of  tlic  clamafít-s  avvardable,   it  found 

That  the  scizor  had  failed  to  support  his  libei  (slave- 
tradin^,'')  ;   and 

That  the  Tortu^uese  claimants  had  established  their  plea 
(iawful  carrying-  of  emigrants). 

Decree  : — 

For  Master  and  Owners  of  the  Ovarense.  Restoration 
of  the  vessel,  tackle,  goods  and  effects,  and  of  the  three 
Kroo-boys  wrongfly  alleged  to  be  slaves  ;  with 

Damages         .  .  .  ;í  10,000 

Costs       .  .  .  .  1,000 


;^1 1,000  as  against 
the   Inspector-General   of  Police,    Sierra   Leone. 

(Signed)   HoRATio  J.  Huggixs, 
Chie/  Justice  and  Judge, 

Vice-Admiralty  Court. 


II.— PRO'S   AND    CONS   OF    "THE 
MODERiN    SLAVERY." 


EXTRACT  PROCEEDINGS  ROVAL  (iEOGRAPHICAL 
SOCIETV,  LONDON,  12th  \0\E.MBER  1883. 
Paper  Read  at  Evenixg  Meeting  Bv  Sik  HARRV 
HAMILTON    JOHNSTON,    G.C.M.G. 


"  The  River  Congo  from  its  Moith  to  Bolobo. 

.  .  .  Finally,  there  exisls  here  and  there  the  muscovy  duck, 
a  bird  introduced  into  Western  Africa  from  Brazil  by  the 
Portu.ífue.se  durin^  the  seventeenth  century.  It  is  slowly 
spreading-  up  the  Congo,  where  it  may  eventually  meet  the 
specimens  introduced  into  Eastern  Africa  by  the  same 
people.  The  natives  of  the  Cong^o  also  owe  to  the 
Portuguese  the  manioc  root,  which  they  larg-ely  cultivate 
for  food,  the  sweet  potato,  Indian  corn,  pine-apples, 
ground  nuts,  the  sugar  cane,  oranges,  and  Hmes,  and  ali 
of  which  owe  their  introduction  into  the  dark  and  ill- 
provided  Continent  to  a  little  people  that  has  had  to 
put  up  with  a  great  deal  of  ingratitude  and  calumny 
— the  Portuguese. " 

—Procccdings  R.G.S.,  18S3,  \'ol.  v.,  p.  709. 
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TllK  rORTU(;UESE  WEST  AFRICAN  COLOXIES, 
Hv  SiR  HARRV  H.  JOHNSTON,  G.C.M.G.,  K.C.B., 
D.Sc.  Pai'i;r  Read  at  the  Society  of  Arts,  Adelphi, 
LoNDOx,  12th  Februarv  1884;  Sir  Frederick  Johx 
Goi.nsMiD,   K.C.S.I.,   C.B.,   in  the  Chair. 

[Extracts.] 

Few  En,í4'lishmen,  and  for  the  inatter  of  that  few 
Portug'uese  realise  or  take  into  account  that  Portuyal 
pos-sesses  more  territorj-  in  Africa  than  any  other  European 
Power. 

Without  countint;-  tlie  lancis  o\"er  which  she  has  a  merely 
nominal  rig"ht  unenforced  by  occupation,  there  still  remain 
over  a  million  square  miles  of  the  African  continent  and  its 
small  adjacent  islands  which  belong-  to  and  are  administered 
by  the  Crown  of  Portugral  ;  and  of  these  extensive  colonies 
about  half  lies  on  the  west  coast  of  Africa. 

It  is  ni)-  intention  to-night  w^th  your  kind  permission 
to  gfive  a  brief  account  of  my  recent  visit  to  the  West  African 
Colonies  of  Portug^al  and  endeavour  to  lay  before  you  as 
succinctly  as  possible  their  present  condition  and  their  future 
prospects. 

.   .   .  [Rel(7fiiig  to  Madeira  and  the  Cape  Verde  Islands]  .  .  . 

Thout^h  many  traces  of  ancient  Portuguese  occupa- 
tion may  be  found  on  the  Gold  Coast  and  in  the  Niger 
delta,  the  only  remainin^^  relic  of  their  former  posses- 
sions  in  this  part  of  Africa  is  the  solitary  fortress  of 
S.  Jofio  Baptista  d'Ajudá  in  the  Kingdom  of  Dahomé. 
"Whydah,"  as  it  is  called  by  the  Eng-lish,  ...  is 
under  the  Administrative  Government  of  the  colonial 
district  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe.  These  latter  are  two 
islands  of  a  singular  natural  wealth  and  incomparable 
natural  beauty,  lying  100  to  200  miles  from  the  African 
coast,   about  the  region  of  the  equator. 

Principe,  which  is  distant  from  its  sister-island  about  100 
miles,    orters  to  the  delighted  gaze  of  a  Xature  worshipper 
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one  of  the  most  beautiful  spectacles  in  the  world.  As  vou 
enter  the  fine  lake-like  harbour  of  its  only  town,  a  wealth  of 
veg^etation  is  spread  before  vou.  On  the  spits  of  projectinç 
rock  and  sand  the  coco  palm  t^rows  in  sturdy  j^roups,  while 
the  rapidly  rising"  land  is  one  dense  mass  o(  dark  green 
forest.  Immediately  behind  the  town  a  great  su.gar-loaf 
peak  rises  nearly  3,000  feet  into  the  sky,  ckithed  up  to  the 
top,  save  for  one  small  stréak  of  grej'  rock,  with  a  velvety 
forest  which  from  its  proximity  to  the  shore  presents  a  most 
imposing-  spectacle. 

In  the  town  there  is  a  general  appearance  of  desolation 
and  decay.  Soon  after  landin.g  on  a  stone  quay  projecting  into 
the  water  and  evidently  a  fortunate  rehc  of  the  magnificence 
of  bygone  days,  you  pass  through  some  ramshackle  streets 
and  cross  a  stone  bridge  over  the  httle  river.  Women  come 
here  to  wash  clothes,  and  naked  chiklren  chase  the  mud-fish 
and  Land-crabs  through  the  ooze.  There  are  in  this  town 
no  less  than  five  ruined  churches,  their  roofless  interiors 
choked  with  ferns.  But  whichever  way  you  turn,  nothing" 
but  ruins,  deca}',  and  abandonment  meet  the  saddened 
eye.  It  is  Hke  a  city  of  the  dead,  o\ertaken  by  some 
calamity,  and  ofifering  its  ruined  houses — manj'  of  them 
of  magnificent  proportions — and  its  deserted  pubhc  buildings 
as  a  mute  record  of  the  disaster. 

The  river  in  its  numerous  branches  was  once  crossed  by 
fine  stone  bridges  whose  massive  foundations  attest  their 
former  stabiUty  ;  now,  however,  shaky  and  miserable 
structures  of  planks  and  ropes  offer  a  hazardous  method 
of  crossing-  the  streams  dry-foot.  A  Httle  way  in  the  interior, 
immense  cacao  plantations  begin,  where  the  underg:rowth 
is  a  thick  brake  of  pine-apples  laden  with  deep  red  fruit. 
Very  Httle  of  the  land  in  Principe  is  under  cultivation  ;  the 
principal  estate  belongs  to  a  merchant  in  S.  Thomé.  Cacao 
is  the  chief  product  of  the  island.  Coftee  hardly  exists, 
although  Government,  to  encourage  its  culti\ation,  has 
made  its  exportation  free  of  duty  while  in  S.  Thomé  coffee 
exported  has  to  pay  five  per  cent.  The  interior  is  very 
mountainous  and  covered  everywherc  with  unbroken  forest. 
The  uplands  enjoy  a  fairl\-  healthy  climate,  although 
occasionally  the  whole  island  is  subject  to  attacks  of  marsh 
fever,  caused  by  the  emanations  from  the  dreadful  Niger 
delta,  which  the  north  wind  blows  over  to  Principe. 

The  islands  possesses  at  the  present  day  some  3,000 
inhabitants,  of  whom  not  more  than  100  are  whites.  The 
black  population  is  descended  from  old  slavos,  most  of  them 
Guinea  negrões.      There  are  two  u  hito  jiricsts  for  the  church, 
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a  g-ovcTiiiiKnl  doctor,  a  militari'  commander  for  tlie  one 
for\,  aiul  linall\,  tlie  K^overnor,  who  receives  a300  per 
anmiin   and   is  a  poor  old   invalid. 

TIk'  pritspcrity  ot"  Príncipe  fell  because  the  sugar-cane 
pl.tntations  which  caused  its  wealth  were  forbidden  some 
two  centuries  a^-o  in  case  they  should  interfere  with 
the  sufjfar  trade  of  Brazil.  The  ishind,  however,  still 
continucd  wealthy  until  the  middle  of  the  present  century, 
when  the  abolition  of  shivery  ^^ve  the  finishing-  touch  to 
the  ruiu.  The  population  of  Principe,  once  30,000,  is  less 
than  3,000  ai  the  present  day.  Its  palaces  and  churches 
of  former  days  have  become  magnificent  ferneries,  and  if 
it  were  possible  to  forg-ive  this  retrogression  of  civilisation, 
it  would  be  so  from  the  beautiful  mask  of  vegretation  thus 
everywhere  disj^uisint^  ruin   and  decay. 

S.  Thomé  presents  a  much  more  cheering"  prospect. 
While  in  its  natural  beauty  and  its  g-reat  fertiHtj-  it  rivais 
Principe,  it  far  exceeds  that  island  in  population,  cultivation, 
and  devclopment.  The  superfícies  of  S.  Thomé  is  about 
700  square  miles.  It  is  traversed  by  the  equator.  The 
character  of  the  island  is  very  mountainous,  some  of  its 
peaks  reaching"  6,000  feet  in  height,  and  many  of  them 
assuming"  the  most  fantastic  forms.  The  climate  varies 
greath'.  In  the  lowlands  it  is  hot  and  unhealthj',  on  the 
plateaux  salubrious  and  warm,  and  hig^h  up  in  the  mountains 
it  is  mild  and  at  times  even  chill)'.  Europeans  can  live  in 
perfect  health  and  comfort  in  the  uplands,  and  indeed  the 
Portuguese  that  live  there  are  the  most  favourable  specimens 
of  colonists,  with  their  pretty  wives  and  larg"e  families  of 
fresh-coloured  children.  The  capital  of  the  island  and  town 
of  S.  Thomé  extends  along  a  shallow  ba}'  which  forms  one 
of  the  few  harbours  of  the  island.  It  contains  several  fine 
buildings  in  good  repair,  and  its  streets  are  clean  and  well- 
kept,  patrolled  by  a  police  force,  and  are  planted  with  shady 
trees.  There  are  public  gardens  and  fountains,  plenty  of 
churches  and  good  schools,  shops,  cafés  and  clubs,  and  a 
large  hospital. 

Shortl\-  after  x^^y  arrival  in  the  island  I  made  an  excursion 
into  the  interior  to  \  isit  some  of  the  roças  or  countr\-houses 
situated  between  2,000  and  3,000  feet  above  the  sea,  on  the 
thickly  wooded  mountain-sides.  M}'  gfuide  and  ccmipanion 
was  a  kind  and  erudite  Portug^uese  who  was  a  government 
doctor,  and  medicai  officer  to  manj-  of  the  great  coffee  and 
cinchona  plantations  in  the  interior.  In  the  cool  of  the 
afternoon  we  left  the  city  of  S.  Thomé  and  journeyed  along- 
an  excellent  road  bordered  with  the  most  splendid  vegetation 
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amid  which  nestled  lhe  little  wooden  liouses  of  the  coloured 
inhabitants. 

S.  Thomé  must  be  the  ideal  of  a  black  mans  paradise, 
and  the  negrões  of  S.  Thomé  the  happiest  negrões  in  the 
world.  These  little  homesteads  are  surrounded  b}-  innumer- 
able  banana-patches  with  plantations  of  manioc  and  sweet 
potatoes.  The  pine-apple  forms  the  rank  undert^Towth  on 
these  gardens,  and  ground-nut  is  a  weed.  Here  and  there 
is  an  old  chapei  with  its  lichen-stained  belfrj'  and  its  silent 
bells.  A  civilised  feature  amid  these  little  hamlets  is  the 
general  shop,  where  a  great  assortment  of  goods  is  sold 
and  where  it  is  curious  to  see  advertisements  of  English 
sewing-  machines  hung-  up  to  decorate  the  walls.  B}'  the 
sides  of  the  road  are  magnificent  trees  from  most  parts 
of  the  tropics,  but  principally  from  Brazil.  Africa  is 
represented  by  the  baobabs,  the  mimosas,  the  fig-trees, 
dracaenas,  and  the  bombax  or  silk-cotton  tree.  There  are 
also  guavas,  oranges,  limes,  and  papavas,  and  both  coffee 
and  cacao  beg"in  to  take  a  prominent  place  as  tlie  distance 
from  the  town  increases. 

\Ve  cross  many  brawling"  streams,  and  soon,  were  it  not 
for  the  civilised-looking-  road,  we  might  have  believed  our- 
selves  in  virgin  Africa,  for  the  signs  of  cultiv^ation  began  to 
disappear,  and  we  wound  higher  and  higher  up  the  hills, 
through  the  most  magniiicent  forest.  The  air  was  musical 
with  the  continued  sound  of  falling  water,  but  except  now 
and  then  for  a  glint  of  spray  amid  the  foliage,  the 
tumbling  brooks  were  in\isible.  The  soil  was  a  rich  red 
colour,  and  when,  as  we  ascended  to  some  height,  the 
bracken  fern  began  to  show  itself  and  to  cover  with  its  dewy 
fronds  the  steep  banks  that  bordered  the  road,  the  scenery, 
with  its  red  soil  and  intense  greenerj^  recalled  very  forciblj- 
the  Monmouthshire  lanes  which  border  the  rixcr  Wye  in 
England. 

The  roças  or  country  liouses  that  now  began  to  crown  the 
heights  were  verj'  Swiss-like  in  appearance,  general!)"  sexeral 
storeys  high,  and  with  many  little  outside  ladders  going 
from  storey  to  store>'.  Sometimes  the  houses  were  dazzlingly 
white,  reminding  one  oí  the  charming  ciuintas  o\'  Madeira, 
like  which  they  are  pleasantly  embosomed  in  briglit  flowers 
and  vegetation  of  a  dark  velvet  green.  We  passed  the  night 
in  one  of  these  little  chalets,  meeting  with  a  most  hospitable 
reception  from  its  occupants.  It  surprised  me  to  encounter 
amid  these  wilds  of  tropical  nature  little  circles  of  civilisation 
like  the  Portuguese  country-houses,  where  there  were  \\-hite 
ladies   of   the   most   polislied   education    and    rermenient,    and 
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mcn  capable  of  discussiiiíí  politicai  and  scientific  topics  with 
intelliKcnce  and  discernment.  Pianos  stood  in  the  prettil}^ 
furnished  salons  ;  scientific  periodicals  and  newspapers  in 
diíTerent  European  lan^^uages  were  strewn  on  the  tables, 
and  the  furniture  and  appointments  of  those  houses  would 
not  have  been  out  of  place  in  any  g'entleman's  house. 

Karly  in  the  morninjí  we  set  off  to  visit  the  quina 
plantations  his^h  up  on  the  hills  ascending-  to  about  3,500 
feet.  The  quinine  plant  or  quina  exhibits  several  varieties, 
ali  of  which  are  grown  in  S.  Thomé.  The  propaj^ation  of 
this  precious  tree  is  fortunately  easy.  Besides  growing  it 
from  the  tiny  and  abundant  seeds,  the  new  leaf-buds  or 
"  rebutes  "  as  the  Portug"uese  call  them,  are  bent  down  by 
their  long-  stalks  and  fastened  into  little  boxes  of  earth 
raised  from  the  ground  to  the  proper  height,  and  in  these 
boxes  the  buds  throw  out  roots  and  become  new  plants. 

The  price  of  quinine  bark  brings  in  a  average  ;64  per 
tree,  when  the  tree  has  attained  the  ag"e  of  six  years. 
So  that  a  man  who  plants  100,000  quina  plants  at  a 
preliminary  cost  of  ;£-100  stands  to  gain  in  six  j^ears'  time 
;é^400,000.  Nor  does  his  fortune  end  there  ;  for  after 
stripping  the  tree  of  its  bark,  it  is  cut  down,  and  in  some 
five  years  more  have  sprung  again  up  from  the  roots,  which 
g-ive  him  a  greater  yield  than  before.  Land  is  sold  for  a  mere 
nothing  in  S.  Thomé,  for  only  one-third  of  the  island 
is  cultivated;  labour,  thanks  to  the  excellent  system 
of  official  apprenticeship,  is  cheap,  the  climate  of  the 
uplands  is  perfectly  salubrious  ;  there  are  pleasant  society, 
lovely  scenery  ;  and  good  horses  are  to  be  had.  Why 
do  not  some  of  our  younger  sons  try  quinine  growing  in 
S.   Thomé. 

I  left  this  beautiful  island  with  reg^ret  ;  but  just  as  I  was 
compelled  then  to  continue  my  journeyings,  so  now  in  my 
description  of  the  subject  in  hand,  though  I  should  have 
preferred  to  dilate  upon  the  lovely  scenery  and  the  many 
charms  of  S.  Thomé,  I  am  obliged  to  curtail  my  notice  of 
the  island  and  pass  on  to  other  scenes. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  AN  ADDRESS  DELIVERED  BV 
SiR  HARRY  H.  JOHXSTOX,  G.C.M.G.,  F.R.G.S., 
Vice-Presidext,  Bkitish  Anti-Slaverv  Society, 
BEFORE  THE  BRITISH  ASSOCIATIOX.  at  ABER- 
DEEN,  IN  1885.  Published  ox  pp.  465-476  of  the 
Magazine  of  the  Roval  Scottish  Geographical 
Society,   Edinburgh,   October   1885. 

During-  the  years  1882-83  I  \  isitod  at  \arious  times  every 
Portug"uese  possession  in  West  Africa  with  the  exception  of 
the  doubtful  one  of  S.  João  Baptista  de  Ajuda,  a  fortress 
on  the  coast  of  Dahomé   .    .    . 

[Referring-  to  the   Island  of  S.   Thoiné]. 

.  .  .  This  Equatorial  Madeira  is  an  island  of  about  1,000 
square  miles  in  área,  situated  almost  under  the  equator. 
.  .  .  Only  about  one-third  of  the  island  is  cultivated,  but 
agriculture  is  decidedly  progressing".  Quinine,  coffee,  cacao, 
sug-ar,  and  coco-nut  palms  are  the  chief  objects  of  attention, 
ali  g"rowing"  at  diflferent  leveis  ;  several  Portug^uese  have 
made  and  are  makingf  their  fortunes  over  quinine  and  coffee 
growing",  and  there  is  consequently  quite  a  pleasant  amount 
of  opulence  and  refinement  in  this  lovely  island.  The 
country  houses,  or  roças,  as  they  are  localh'  tenned,  of 
S.  Thomé,  are  often  charming"  abodes,  combining-  in  their 
unique  surroundings  the  beauties  of  Switzerland  and  Equa- 
torial Africa.  Here  you  may  meet  with  every  reasonable 
accessory  to  civilised  life — grand  pianos,  French  no\-els, 
Eng-lish,  French,  German,  and  Portug^uese  journals,  rc\  ievvs 
and  magazines,  and  the  latest  technicai  works  on  agriculture, 
as  well  as  newly  invented  agricultural  machines.  ...  In 
short,  the  civilisation,  comfort  and  enterprise  which  are 
prevalent  in  this  island  do  not  answcr  to  the  typical  idea 
of  a   Portuguese  colony. 

It  must  be  confessed  that  lho  system  of  organiscd  labour 
that  is  at  work  accounts  for  much  of  this  prosperity.  The 
Portuguese  are,  I  know,  accused  of  practising  virtual  slavery, 
in  forcibiy  apprenticing  their  black  subjects  to  labour  for 
certain  fixed  terms  of  years.  Into  the  rights  and  wrongs 
of  this  system  I  cannot  enter  now,  as  there  is  not  sullicient 
space    in    a    paper    that    ranges    over    such   a   vast    cxtont    o( 
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iLiiiliMv  ;  l-iiil  I  niÍK''lit  rcmark  that  the  coolie  traffic,  or 
tlic  l'acilic  lal-»oui-  IracL-,  in  which  Eng-lish,  French,  and 
Germans  have  enjíaKetl,  is  of  a  far  more  cruel  and  un- 
justifiable  charactor  than  the  apprenticeship  system  of  the 
Portujíuese,  which  is  iun\  under  careful  Government  control. 
I  c.in  on\\  s;i\-  il  works  aclniirably  in  S.  Thom/-.  and  a 
happier  or  better  cared-for  class  of  negrões  than  the 
Government  apprentices  I   never  saw. 

Altogether  and  I  am  here  forced  to  omit  a  number 
of  favourable  details — ue  maj  conclude  that  S.  Thomé  is 
about  the  mosi  satisfactory  Portu^^uese  settlement  in  West 
Africa. 

What  Antíohi  mij^-ht  be  made  in  the  hands  of  a  richer 
and  more  \  igorous  Power  than  Portugal  it  is  difficult  to 
say  ;  but  even  as  it  is,  we  must  not  fail  to  give  the 
Portuguese  their  due.  Oí  ali  the  European  Powers  that 
rule  in  Tropical  Africa,  few  have  pushed  their  influence  so 
far  into  the  interior  as  Portug-al.  And  the  Portu.eruese  rule 
more  by  influence  over  the  natives  than  by  actual  force. 
Tlie  ^arrisons  at  Donda,  Malange,  and  other  places  in  the 
interior,  at  \  arying-  distances  oí  200  to  400  miles,  rang-e 
perhaps  froni  50  to  200  men,  and  these  are  nearl}-  entirelj^ 
native  soldiers.  The  countr\-  is  so  thickh  populated,  that 
if  the  inhabitants  really  disliked  the  Portuguese  rule 
they  could  in  a  moment  sweep  it  away. 


Note.  —  In  ciuoting"  the  above,  we  are  bound  to  draw  atten- 
tion  to  Sir  Harry  Johnston's  disclaimer,  published  in  the 
Lisbon  Reforma,  oí  I8th  July  1911  {vide  Phase  XII.  below), 
Sir  Harry  is  no  apologist  for  Ang-olan  hinterland  methods 
with  the  negro.  Nor  are  we  ;  but  he  is  quite  right  to  leave 
his  tViends,  who  are  our  enemies,  no  excuse  for  turning" 
round  and  attacking"  him  in  the  fashion  in  which  they  have 
attacked  us — by  misrepresentation  of  our  obvious  meaning". 
We  thank  him,  not  merely  for  declining"  to  g^ratity  them 
by  a  relractation  or  modification  of  his  earlier  utterances. 
but  for  drawing"  the  clear  clistinction  he  has  done,  between 
the  methods  of  Central  Africa  and  the  labour  conditions 
of  S.  Thomé.  It  is  noteworthy  that,  since  his  letter  was 
written,  the  long--delayed  Anglo-Belgian  Commission  for  the 
demarcation  of  the  No-Man's-Land  the  scene  of  the  crimes 
denounced  by  Sir  Harry  (and  by  us),  has  at  last,  29th  July, 
sailed  from  Southampton  to  meet  the  Portugfuese  Commis- 
sioners  waiting  for  it  on  the  spot.      Their  joint  labours  will 
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show  how  closeK  the  behaviour  of  the  British  Humanitarian 
towards  the  Portu^fuese  Planter  resembles  that  of  the 
upstream  wolt"  who  accused  the  downstream  lamh  of 
muddyint;-  its   drinkin,!^--\vater. 


FROM    THE    BIRMINGHAM    DAILY    DISPATCH, 
Ist  NOVEMBER    1909. 

'  Slaverv  ox  Cocoa  Plaxtations. 

Sir, — A  letter  containing-  statements  deserxing"  of 
attention  has  appeared  under  the  abo\c  heading:  in  your 
issue  of  the  23rd  inst.  Let  me  assure  jour  readers  and 
}'Our  correspondent  that  the  latter  has  been  totall\'  misled 
as  to  the  conditions  of  labour  in  the  cacao  ishinds  (S.  Thomé 
and  Príncipe)  ;  a  circumstance  he  himself  will  doubtless 
reg^ret,  the  more  so  that  the  cause  he  has  at  heart,  and 
which  has  my  entire  sympathy,  is  quite  sound  enough  to 
dispense  with   the  support  of  perversions  of  fact. 

"To  begin  with,  the  alleg"ed  Note  of  the  British  Go\ern- 
ment  to  Portug"al  is  mythical.  This  cannot  be  otherwise, 
bearing-  in  mind  the  answer  g^iven  b)'  Sir  Edward  Grey  in 
ParUament,  13th  July  hist.  But  for  that  error  your  corre- 
spondent is  not  responsible.  Nor,  I  trust,  for  the  distortions 
of  truth  he  has  accepted  and  repeats  as  g"ospel,   namoly  : — 

"  (i)  That  the  negro  labourers  (\vh_\-  cmploy  the  question- 
beg-ging-  terni  '  slaxes '  ?)  are  (logged  tnercilessly  bj-  the 
planters  ; 

"  (ii)  That  tliose  hibourers  are  conlined  in  great  com- 
pounds,  where  thej-  are  constantly  watched  b\  Inige  and 
savag-e  dog"s  ; 

"  (iii)  That  the  phuiters  ha\e  becoinc  millionaircs  by 
battening  on   the   misery   of  the   neg'ro. 

"  (i)  The  Corporal  Punishment  Story  is  a  tcirii-ile  He, 
dating  from  the  publicalion  oi'  a  seiies  oi'  tantastic  lales  by 
an  American  review  ,  re-issued  in  book  forni  under  the  title 
'A  Modern  Shivery.'  In  the  Ishmds,  wliere  the  l^nghsh 
huigruagfe  is  but  Httle  known,  the  existence  of  these  publica- 
tions  passed  unnoliced  until  Mr  BurtI  returned  to  the  cliarge 
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;it  lhe  Confcrencc  which  took  place  at  Lisbon  on  the  28th 
Novembcr  1907..  He  was  promptly  challenK-ed  to  furnish 
his  proofs  of  this  malpractice  or  to  withdraw  the  calumny — 
a  \or_\-  K''"';ive  one,  for  as  a  matter  of  fact  no  European 
natioii  lias  succeedecl  in  establishing-  better  relations  with 
the  netíro  or  with  any  other  coloured  race  than  the 
rortuifuese.  Accordinjí  to  the  minutes  of  the  Conference, 
which  are  before  me  as  I  write,  Mr  Burtt  refused  either  to 
cite  his  witnesses  or  to  retract  his  accusations,  thouj^h 
coinpelled  to  admit  that  he  had  no  personal  knowledj^e  of 
a  sinjíle  instance  of  such  punishment  having-  been  inflicted 
in  the  islands,  his  information  beinsí  mere  hearsay.  Is  this 
altoíít^ther  just  ? 

"(ii)  The  Big  Dog  Myth  can  be  traced  to  the  same 
source.  I  have  myself  visited  at  least  a  dozen  roças 
(plantations)  on  the  islands,  not  to  mention  the  numerous 
dependências  of  these,  and  am  in  a  position  to  defy  any 
one  to  produce  from  any  part  of  the  island  a  dozen  dogs 
larg-er  than  a  fox-terrier.  As  to  the  closing  of  the  com- 
poLinds  at  nig-htfall,  that  is  but  the  extension  to  S.  Thomé 
of  the  medieval  custom  still  in  force  in  Lisbon  itself,  where 
(as  every  one  who  has  lived  in  a  flat  in  that  city  knows) 
the  policeman  on  duty  locks  up  the  common  door  of  the 
stair  of  every  house  on  his  beat  and  keeps  the  key  with 
him  till  the  morning-.  If  this  is  coercion,  it  is  equalh-  so 
for  the  European  and  the  nãtive  ;  but  it  is  really  a  traditional 
formality  more  than   anything  else. 

"That  the  law  prescribes  or  permits  a  man-hunt  by  the 
planter  for  the  capture  of  fuiíitive  labourers  is  a  fable  which 
a  reference  to  the  Portuguese  Code  will  at  once  dispel  (vide 
'  RepTulamento  Geral  da  Emig-ração,'  art.  113).  I  have  before 
me  not  only  the  Portug-uese  but  also  the  British  Colonial 
leg-islation  on  this  point,  and  can  assure  your  readers  that 
the  measures  are  to  ali  intents  and  purposes  identical.  To 
those  who  know  the  black  labourer  and  his  ways,  the  need 
for  rules  is  self-evident  ;  to  those  who  do  not,  I  can  but 
su.tr.gest  a  little  personal  contact  with  the  neg^ro  before 
proceeding-  to  apply  theories  of  liberty  which  may  or  may 
not  fit  the  case.  The  whole  of  this  vexed  question  is  in 
reality  due  to  the  confusion  of  two  sets  oí  entirely  distinct 
facts  —  the  slave-trade  in  Central  Africa  (hinterland  of 
Ang-ola),  and  the  labour  conditions  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe.  The  first  of  these  is  a  gig-antic  international 
abuse,  in  the  suppression  of  which  Portug^al  is  as  ready 
to   co-operate  as  is  any  other  nation,   but    upon  which    the 
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most  energetic  action  oi'  the  most  energ-etic  nation,  lias  up 
to  now,  had  not  the  least  eftect.  The  second  is  not  an 
abuse  at  ali,  but  on  the  contrarj'  a  benertcent  and  well- 
dig-ested  enterprise  for  compensating  the  imported  labourer 
for  whatever  suffering\s  he  ma}"  have  undergone  through 
the  existence  of  the  first. 

"  (iii)  Millionaires  battening  on  Misery.  The  i->lanters, 
be  they  millionaires  or  not  (the  community  does  noL 
possess  more  than  two  or  three  such,  and  includes  man}^ 
harmless  negrões  and  mulattoes  cultivating  their  own 
little  patches  of  cacao  who  will  be  the  first  to  sufter  under 
this  ill-advised  crusade),  far  from  battening  on  the  misery 
of  their  black  neighbours,  have  done  ali  in  their  power  to 
secure  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  latter.  Of  this  . 
I  can  speak  positivei}'  from  personal  stud}  of  the  conditions 
of  labour  on  the  islands  themselves,  and  should  anyone  be 
disposed  to  doubt  my  disinterestedness  or  the  accuracy  of 
niy  observations,  I  can  but  ask  him  to  go  to  the  islands 
and   see  for  himself. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  The  sla\e  trade  in  Central 
Africa  does  not  exist,  as  seems  to  ha\e  been  assumed 
throughout  ali  this  agitation,  in  order  to  furnish  labour  for 
the  cacao  plantations  of  the  islands  ;  it  exists  for  the  benefit 
of  Turkey  via  Tripoli,  of  Morocco,  of  Pérsia,  of  Arábia 
via  the  Red  Sea  ports,  and  (according  to  Mr  Burtt  himself), 
of  the  French  Congo,  following  the  lamentable  lead  of  her 
Belgian  neighbour.  And  the  brutalities  incidental  thereto 
are  committed,  not  b}'  Portuguese  at  ali  but  by  Africans 
upon  Africans  of  their  own  race,  regardless  of  ties  of 
kinship.  To  hold  the  planters  of  islands  thousands  of 
miles  awa}'  responsible  for  the  misdeeds  of  those  savages 
(many  being  cannibals),  is  as  logical  as  to  hold  the  colonists 
of  Newfoundland  who  employ  Irish  labour  responsible  for 
agrarian  crime  in  Tipperary.  Be  just  to  the  planters  ; 
they  are  doing  their  best  to  obtain  a  labour  supply  free 
from  ali  tinge  oi'  compulsion,  and  the\  ha\e  to  a  very 
large  extent  succeeded  already.  But  so  long  as  the 
atrocities  of  the  Belgian  Congo  are  tolerated,  the  Slave 
Trade  in  Central  Africa  will  continue  to  flourish.  There 
is  where  the  headquarters  of  the  enem\  is  to  be  found, 
so  far  as  any  European  Power  can  be  held  responsible 
for  an   abuse  so  inveterate.  —  I   am,   etc, 

(Signed)  "  J.  A.  Wvllie,  F.R.G.S., 

Lieiíf.-Coloncl  Indian  Ariiiy  (Rctircd).'''' 
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FROM  THK   TIMES,   28th  September,    1909. 
"  Alleged  Slaverv  IX  S.   Thome. 

"Sir, — I  have  only  novv,  on  return  from  S.  Thomé 
and  Príncipe,  had  access  to  the  file  of  the  Times  containing 
the  full  text  of  Mr  H.  W.  Nevinson's  letter  to  you  of  4th 
June,  an  inaccurate  version  of  which,  telegraphed  to  the 
Lisbon  press,  has  caused  some  annoyance  there  as  well 
as  at  S.  Thomé.  But  inaccuracy  is  not,  I  see,  confined 
to  the  Lisbon  press.  Has  the  case  for  the  S.  Thomé 
planters  ever  been  fairly  stated  to  the  British  Public  ? 
When  asking  this  question  I  do  not  forget  the  summary 
in  Mr  W.  A.  Cadbury's  press-note  of  16th  December 
1907.  The  seven  paragraphs  into  which  he  condenses 
the  S.  Thomé  reply  to  Mr  Burtt's  indictment  of  4th  July, 
are  a  model  of  what  such  a  summary  should  be.  But 
a  précis  requires  interpretation  to  be  appreciated  in  ali 
its  bearings.  Had  this  been  given  at  the  time,  many 
wild  assertions  since  made  could  never  have  obtained 
credence. 

"  Taking  Mr  Nevinson's  letter  of  4th  June  1909,  if 
the  report  he  refers  to  means  his  work  entitled  '  A  Modern 
Slavery,'  the  task  of  placing  his  facts,  fictions,  and 
conclusions  in  their  true  light  would  require,  not  a  slngle 
letter  to  the  Press,  but  a  volume  equal  to  the  original. 
For  lhe  present,  however,  permit  me  to  examine  three 
of  his  statements  to  you,   viz  :~ 

(i)  That  the  labour  system  in  Angola  and  S.  Thomé 
is  an  atrocious  system  of  slavery,  hardly  concealed  under 
legal  forms  ; 

(ii)  That  the  serviçacs  are  bought  and  sold,  the 
planters  giving  recognised  prices  for  them  ; 

(iii)  That  the  Portuguese  defence  (namely  the 
reluctance  of  labourers  married  and  with  families  comfort- 
ably  settled  in  S.  Thomé  to  return  to  barbarism  in 
Angola),  is  part  of  the  stock-in-trade  of  ali  slave-holding 
communities. 
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"  Point  (i).  Angola  and  S.  Thomé?  In  his  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  the  black  man,  J  íear  Mr  Xevinson  too  often 
fails  to  do  justice  to  the  white.  A  reader  unfamiliar  with 
the  West  African  coast  does  not  always  reaHse  that  these 
two  Portuguese  colonies,  luinped  loj^ether  for  the  purposes 
of  this  accusation,  stand  widely  apart,  nine  or  ten  de^rees 
of  latitude  and  from  five  to  ten  of  loni^itude  intervening, 
not  to  mention  an  absence  of  land  communication,  making 
the  distance  practically  enormous.  They  are  not  even 
under  the  same  administration.  So  that  it  is  as  reasonable 
to  hold  the  planters  of  S.  Thomé,  as  kindly  and  intelhgent 
a  body  of  men  as  can  well  be  found,  responsible  for  atrocities 
committed  by  savages,  black,  brown,  or  white,  in  the 
hinferldiid  of  Angola  or  on  the  borderland  of  the  Congo 
Free  State  as  it  would  be  to  hold  an  Oxford  Street 
tradesman  answerable,  in  virtue  of  business  transactions 
conducted  by  correspondence,  for  the  personal  misdeeds 
of  some  customer  of  anarchist  leanings,  say  in  Barcelona 
or  Madrid. 

'  I  am  in  no  way  concerned  to  defend  serviçal  recruit- 
ment  in  Angola,  though  as  to  legal  forms  it  is  but  fair 
to  note  that  the  question  is  not  one  of  flaws  in  an 
admittedly  well-drafted  piece  of  Portuguese  legislation 
so  much  as  of  abuses  as  severely  punishable  by  Portuguese 
law  as  by  the  law  of  any  other  civilised  nation  ;  abuses, 
moreover,  of  an  order  only  too  familiar  wherever  settled 
government  has  not  yet  established  itself.  But  when  I 
read  of  steps  taken  for  an  extension  of  the  cacao  boycott 
on  this  pretext  to  the  United  States,  whither  the  S.  Thomé 
produce  is  supposed  to  have  betaken  itself  now  that  the 
British  markets  are  closed  to  it,  I  would  ask,  are  the  good 
people,  thus  committed  to  a  policy  of  persecution,  aware 
that  Portugal  has  for  some  time  closed  Angola  to  recruit- 
ment  ?  If  they  are  not,  I  am  in  a  position  to  assure  them 
that  this  is  so,  for  I  have  it  direct  from  the  lips  of  the 
Portuguese  Colonial  Minister  himself,  who  assurediy  did 
not  communicate  it  to  me  as  a  State  secret.  Mr  Xevinson 
is  surprised  and  indignant  that  the  planters  should  regard 
the  boycott  as  inspired  more  by  a  commercial  than  a 
humanitarian  spirit.  But  is  this  so  very  unnalural, 
however  erroneous  it  may  be,  on  the  part  of  a  body  of 
foreigners  unacquainted  with  the  workings  of  the  British 
temperament,  men  who  have  hitherto  regarded  bo>cott  as 
a  peculiarly  un-English  weapon — the  stock-in-trade  of 
the  Calcutta  seditionist  rather  than  of  the  British 
humanitarian  ? 
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"  .A.U^íiin,  li.is  iIk'  puhlic  mind  e\er  f^rasped  the  essenlial 
lact  tliat  An^i-ila  o\\\y  lurnishes  a  portion  of  the  labour 
requirecl  foi-  the  islands,  or  that  the  older  roças,  now  fully 
phmtcd,  lia\c  tor  \  cars  been  independent  of  ali  iinported 
labour,  thcir  uiolcqtics  or  negrões  born  and  bred  on  the 
estates  providinií  ali  the  hands  they  want  ?  Mr  Nevinson 
has  visited  the  islands  himself;  and  even  in  his  time  a 
considerable  proportion  of  the  estate  labour  must  have 
been  other  than  Ang-olan — Cabo-Verdean,  Cabindan  and 
Moçambique.  These  classes  are  being-  increasing-ly  intro- 
duced  ;  and  in  their  case  there  can  be  no  question  that 
enlistment  is  voluntary  and  repatriation  regular.  1  have 
made  a  special  point  of  ascertaining  this  by  personal  enquiry 
among-  the  men  themselves,  not  only  in  the  islands,  but 
on  board  the  boats  of  the  Empreza  Nacional  de  Navegação 
carrying  them.  Yet  the  boycott  sweeps  ali  into  the  same 
not  ;  ali  serviçaes  are  slaves  ;  ali  planters  are  slave-drivers 
to  be  externiinated  by  ali  possible  means.  Mr  Ne\inson 
himself,  whose  antipathy  to  the  Portuguese  leaps  to  the 
ejes  from  every  page  of  his  book,  is  compelled  by  the 
evidence  of  his  senses  to  admit  that  the  treatment  of  the 
blacks  on  the  islands  is  good  ;  I  consider  he  should  have 
gone  a  step  further  and  placed  the  saddle  on  the  right  horse 
once  for  ali.  Angola  is  not  S.  Thomé  ;  ali  S.  Thomé's 
labour-force  is   not  Angolan. 

"  Gross  cruelty  has  been  practised  in  the  African  interior. 
To  this  fact  we  have  the  testimony  of  the  Voz  de  Loaiida, 
a  courageous  and  convincing  little  paper  published  at 
Loanda,  the  substance  of  whose  charges  has,  I  understand, 
been  officiall}'  confirmed  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 
But  not  one  of  S.  Thomé's  critics,  as  far  as  I  can  discover, 
has  recorded  or  even  recognised  the  obvious  fact  that  everj' 
mutilation,  every  death  on  the  way  down  to  the  coast,  be  it 
through  violence  or  neglect,  is,  putting  it  on  the  lowest 
ground,  a  fraud  on  the  S.  Thomé  planter's  pocket.  It 
represents  so  much  money  uselessly  thrown  away  in  travelling 
expenses,  not  to  speak  of  the  injury  to  the  national  good 
name.  The  humanitarians  who  clamour  for  the  ruin  of  the 
planter  forget  that  he  is  as  keen  as  the\-  are  (more  so, 
indeed,  being  a  business  man  injuriously  affected)  upon 
the  repression  of  these  evils  ;  and  that  if  he  has  failed  it 
is  through  no  fault  of  his,  the  interests  of  Angola  as  a  colony 
being  not  merely  distinct  from  those  of  S.  Thomé  but 
largely  antagonistic  to  them.  His  constant  complaint  is 
that  his  own  Government  will  do  nothing  for  him  ;  he 
has,    while    conducting   his    own    onerous    business,    to    fight 
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sing-le-handed  against  fraud    in  one  quarter,   misrepresenta- 
tion  in  another,   and  boycott   in   a  third. 

"  Point  (ii).  Servicaes  Bought  and  Sold. — Jusi  as  tair 
as  to  say  that  the  Indian  coolies  for  Ceylon  or  Burma  are 
boug-ht  and  sold.  On  the  same  showing-,  the  humanitarians 
might  equally  boycott  the  Rang-oon  rice  trade  ;  for  what  is 
done  in  that  town  diflFers  in  no  essential  detail  from  the 
S.  Thomé  system.  The  practice  there  is  to  give  a  iiiaistiy 
(recruiting-  ag-ent  and  overseer  in  one)  a  cash  advance 
reckoned  at  from  15  to  20  rupees  per  head  imported, 
and  to  send  him  across  to  índia  to  collect  men.  How 
he  g-ets  them  is  his  affair.  The\-  come  over  in  their 
thousands,  mostly  creatures  oi'  the  louest  t\pe,  and  are 
put  throug-h  the  form  of  sig-ning-on,  the  iiKiistry  himself 
sig-ning--on  at  the  same  time  under  an  Act  oi'  the  Indian 
Leg-islature  which  possesses  few  of  the  safeg-uards  of  the 
Portug-uese  decree.  Maistry  and  men  are  alike  kept  under 
advances  to  prevent  their  absconding-,  and  are  sent  to 
work  in  the  rice-fields  during"  the  reaping"  season,  returning" 
to  the  riverside  mills  during-  the  milling-  season,  their 
personal  liberty  being-  neither  more  nor  less  than  that  of  most 
factor}'  hands.  Of  their  housing-  in  Rang-oon  outside  the 
mills,  of  the  epidemics  (plag-ue  and  cholera)  which  scourg-e 
them  from  time  to  time,  the  less  said  the  better.  Should 
they  abscond,  as  at  times  they  do,  the  law  provides  for 
their  arrest  and  commitment  to  gaol  till  they  see  the  advis- 
ability  of  completing-  their  term  of  contract  work.  In  Ceylon 
these  provisions  extend  even  to  the  case  of  domestic  servants, 
but  in  practice  they  are  rarely  resorted  to  except  by  bad 
masters.  To  arg-ue  that  such  a  law  is  unnecessarj-  or  wrong- 
in  principie,  in  the  case  of  the  coolie  at  least,  is  to  igfnore 
the  vital  distinction  between  West  and  East,  white  and 
black  ;  but  my  point  at  present  is,  that  we  Britons  are 
not  in  a  position  to  fling-  stones  at  the  Portug-uese  in 
this  fashion. 

"  Point  (iii).  Against  Repatríation.  A  \ery  slioit  \  isit 
to  the  islands  will  convince  any  impartial  enquirer  o\'  tlie 
bona  fides  of  this  defence.  It  is  not  the  planter"s  lault 
that  the  present  serviçal  of  the  islands  cannot  possibly  be 
repatriated  for  want  of  a  record  of  his  orig-inal  habitat. 
The  Ang-olan  in  the  native  state  is  an  absolute  aninial — he 
has  neither  home  nor  family — please  g:rasp  this  fact  lirmly, 
for  it  is  essential  to  the  question.  His  case  is  that  of  a 
monkey    taken    to   a    Zoo,    with    this    impiirtant    difíerence, 
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lli.it  lhe  Zoo  m;iy  be  (^'■enerall}'  is)  in  the  most  unsuitable 
ol'  climatcs  for  monkey  life,  whereas  the  Ang-olan's  new 
ahotle  is  the  \  cry  reversc.  The  islands,  deadly  as  they  may 
be  for  Kuropeans,  are  a  veritable  paradise  for  the  blacks — 
or  woiild  be,  could  the  Anííclan  but  realise  his  ideal — 
absolute  idleness,  plenty  of  rum,  and  no  care  for  the  morrow. 
He  is  mahiria-proof,  and  if  it  be  objected  that  negro 
mortality  is  still  hig-h,  the  answer  is  a  two-fold  one  ;  first, 
that  comparison  of  West  African  vital  statistics  with  those 
of  any  Eng-lish  city  population  is  manifestly  misleading ; 
second,  that  the  truth  has  not  been  told  as  to  the  causes  of 
this  his"h  mortality.  Dr  Salvado  Motta,  a  Lisbon  physician, 
personally  known,  I  understand,  to  Mr  Nevinson,  who 
resided  in  S.  Thomé  from  1903  to  1906,  has  placed  on 
record  the  results  of  a  careful  study  of  the  subject — namely, 
that  the  mortality  on  the  roças  among  the  black  is  due  to 
tvvo  causes  almost  exclusively,  alcholism  and  geophagy. 
He  adds  that  were  it  possible  to  do  away  with  these  two 
vices  on  the  part  of  the  negro,  his  mortality  would  be 
reduced  by  90  per  cent. 

"These  thing^s  being  so,  what  does  the  Ang^olan  g"ain  by 
being  sent  back  to  his  pristine  savag^ery,  assuming"  it  possible 
to  obtain  the  present  address  of  the  tribe  to  which  he  once 
belonged  ?  The  first-fruits  of  an  established  repatriation 
will  be,  in  ali  probability,  the  shipment  off  to  the  mainland 
of  ali  sickly  Ang-olans  to  save  the  cost  of  nursing-  them 
back  into  health  in  the  hospitais  of  the  estates. 

Have  the  humanitarians  taken  ali  these  points  into 
account  ?  If  not,  will  they  do  so  now  ?  It  is  not  too  late. 
— I   am,   etc, 

(Signed)   "J.   A.   Wvllie,   F.R.G.S., 

''  Lient.-Colonel  Indian  Army   (Rctircd).'''' 


The  Times  took  more  than  three  weeks  to  find  space 
for  the  letter  given  above — and  not  unnaturally  so,  for  it  is 
long.  But  within  a  day  or  so  of  its  publication  it  found 
space  for  a  lengthy  rejoinder  from  Mr  Nevinson,  who  claims 
to  have  demolished  his  opponent's  case  therein.  But  the 
only  point  he  really  scored  was  an  unfair  one.  B\'  confus- 
ing  the  defective  procedure  prior  to  July  1909  with  the 
reforms  then  introduced  (registration  of  domicile  of  origin 
of  the  scnuçal),  he  succeeded  in  conveying  the  impres- 
sion    that    at    any   time   the    S.    Thomé    planters,    had    they 
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chosen  to  do  so,  mig-ht  have  "  repatriated  "  ali  their  time- 
expired  hands.  But  as  both  Sir  Harry  Johnston  and  his 
own  witness,  Mr  A.  C.  Swan,  are  ag-ainst  him,  and  so 
are  the  facts  themselves,  no  useful  purpose  would  be 
served  b}'  our  reprinting  his  eflfusion.  The  curious  in  such 
matters  will  find  it  in  the  issue  of  Tlic  Times  for  30th 
September  1909;  but  our  space  is  required  for  more  serious 
discussions. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  H.H.  PRINXE  ALFRED 
OF  LOEWENSTEIN  WERTHEIM  FREUDEN- 
BERG  AND  Dr  VVILHELM  KEMXER,  Director 
OF  THE  Cacao  Plaxtatioxs,  Kamerun,  Germax  West 
Africa,  To  M.  FRANCISCO  MANTERO,  LISBON, 
Dated  Lisbox,    16th  Februarv   1910. 

"  Ayant  Tintention  de  visiter  notre  colonie  allemande 
du  Kameroun  sur  la  cote  occidentale  de  FAfrique,  tout 
naturellement  nous  venait  Tidée  de  visiter  les  belles  colonies 
Portuí^aises  qui  se  trouvaient  à  proximité  de  notre  route, 
et  qui  nous  offVaient  un  vif  intérêt  pour  pouvoir  apprécier 
de  prés  la  terre  natale  de  nos  cultures  de  cacao  de  Kameroun. 
Nous  avons  donc  profité  avec  ^rand  plaisir  de  Faimable 
invitation  que  vous,  Monsieur,  et  vos  amis  ont  hien  \oulu 
nous  adresser. 

"  Rentrant  de  notre  voyage  nous  avons  à  coeur  de  vous 
remercier  três  sincèrement  de  Texcellent  accueil,  et  de  la 
ííTande  hospitalité  que  nous  avons  trouvés  chez  vous. 

"  Pendant  notre  séjour  aux  íles,  nous  avons  eu  Toccasion 
de  visiter  les  plantations  Rio  d'Ouro,  Boa-Entrada,  Ag-ua-Izé, 
Monte-Café,  Porto-Real,  etc.  Nous  connaissons  déjà  par 
réputation  Timportance  et  la  fertilité  unique  de  ces  deux  perles 
parmi  les  colonies  Portugaises,  mais  nous  confessons  que  nos 
prévisions  ont  été  bien  surpassées.  Vos  plantations  peuvent 
servir  de  Texemple  pour  nous  autres  cultivateurs.  Nous 
reconnaisons  avec  grand  plaisir  qu'une  activité  infatigable 
et  une  intelligence  visible  ont  produit  des  résultats  tout  à 
fait  surprenants.  II  faut  relever  surtout  la  manière  magis- 
trale  comme  le  planteur  Portugais  a  su  instruire  le  nègre 
aux  travaux  culturels.      Les  bons  resultais  (\c  votre  système 
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SC  voiciit  dans  la  manièrc  comine  le  nègre  se  prête  au 
traxail  a\cc  apt ilude  et  bonne  volonté  evidente.  Partout  oCi 
ncnis  étions  lunis  avons  observe  des  conditions  qui  sont  à 
di-siuner  comme  modele  sous  tous  les  rapports.  Nous 
apprécions  surtout  les  mesures  efficaces  que  le  g-ouverne- 
ment  Portuj^ais  a  appliqué  á  la  question  de  Touvrier  nèí^-re. 
"  Les  bonnes  impressions  que  nous  g-ardons  de  cette 
visite  de  S.  Thomé  et  Príncipe  comptent  parmis  les  plus 
ag-réables  de  tout  notre  voyag-e.  En  vous  exprimant 
encore  une  fois  nos  remerciments  les  plus  chaleureux, 
nous  vous  prions  de  bien  vouloir  être  notre  interprete 
auprès  de  vos  amis  et  d'agréer,  cher  monsieur,  Tassurance 
de  notre  parfaite  considération. 

(Signes)   "  Alfred,  Prince  de  Loewexstein, 

"  WiLHELM    KeMNER.  " 


FROM    THE    SCOTSMAN,    31st  July   1911. 


PORTUGAL— COLONIAL   AFFAIRS. 


IXTERVIEW    WITH    COLONI.VL    MlXISTER. 

Senhor  Freire  d'Andrade,  Director-General  of  the 
Portuguese  Colonial  Office,  has  arrived  in  London  for  the 
discussion  through  the  Leg-ation  of  various  colonial  matters. 
He  called  at  the  Colonial  Office  on  Saturday,  where  he  was 
introduced  bj^  the   Portuguese  Minister  in   London. 

Speaking  to  Reuter's  representative,   he  said  : — 
I    have   come    here   to   discuss   various    matters   with 
the    British    Colonial    Office,     which,     though     small,     have 
remained    outstanding    for    some    time.      Thej'    are    chiefly 
connected  with   Portuguese   East  Africa.' 

With  regard  to  the  native  labour  question  in  S. 
Thome  and  Ang-ola,   Senhor  d'Andrade  said  : — 

Much  of  the  foreig:n  criticism  directed  against  the 
labour  conditions  in  these  colonies  was  ill-informed,  but 
mistakes    were    certainly    made.      The    Portug-uese    Govern- 
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ment  has  now,  however,  made  a  clean  sweep  of  the  old 
culpable  officíals,  and  possesses  in  thc  new  labour  law  an 
admirable  check  ag"ainst  abuses  in  recruiting  which,  in  the 
future,  is  to  be  only  for  a  term  of  two  years.  At  the  end 
of  this  term  the  labourers  are  to  be  repatriated,  and  renewals 
of  contracts  will  not  be  permitted.  To  administer  this  hiw 
the  Government  has  appointed  a  judg^e  of  the  hig^her  court, 
whose  abiHty  and  intentions  are  above  question.  The  system 
introduced  is  that  which  has  worked  so  satisfactorily  in 
Mozambique.  The  wag^es  of  men  are  paid  into  the  court 
before  the  labourers  are  enrolled,  and  their  pay  month  by 
month   is  lodged   witln   the  authorities  in   advance.'" 


III.— TACTICS    OF    Messrs    BURTT   AND 
CADBURY. 


COPY  OF  A  LETTER  ADDRESSED  TO  H.E.  THE 
PORTUGUESE  MINISTER  AT  WASHINGTON, 
U.S. A.,   By  Lieut.-Colonel  WYLLIE. 

"Washington,  D.C,  28//;  Januarv  1910. 

"  My  dear  Viscount  d'Alte, — Althoug-h  I  am  here  and 
can  tell  you  personally  what  passed  between  the  Rev.  Dr 
Charles  Wood  and  me  at  the  Hall  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  Coxenant  last  night,  I  think  it  a  safe  thing- 
to  get  down  on  paper  mj'  impressions  of  the  affair  befoie 
it  becomes  blurred  in  my  memory. 

"  Understanding  that  Dr  Wood  had  given  his  consent 
to  my  making  a  brief  reply,  I  sent  in  my  card  to  him  in 
the  vestry,  and  was  introduced  bj-  him  to  Mr  Burtt,  whom 
I   had  never  met. 

"  Dr  Wood  said  he  was  aware  I  wished  to  speak  on 
behalf  of  the  Portuguese  planters,  but  on  reconsideration 
of  the  matter  in  consultation  with  one  of  his  elders,  whose 
name  I  did  not  catch,  he  had  decided  not  to  permit  this, 
the  occasion  being  a  semi-religious  one,  where  anything 
like  discussion  would  be  unseemly.  He  added  that  having 
consulted  Mr  Burtt  on  the  subject,  that  gentlemen  had 
suggested  that  as  the  public  press  was  open  to  me,  any 
discussion  I  desired  should  be  started  in  that  quarter  ;  or 
I  might,  if  I  preferred  it,  meet  Mr  Burtt  in  public  elsewhere 
and  debate  the  case  with  him  in  customary  form. 

'  I  protested  that  my  experience  of  the  British  public 
press  at  least  was  that  a  conspiracy  of  silence  existed,  nearly 
ali  the  English  papers  from  the  Times  downwards  showing 
reluctance  to  insert  anything  from  the  Portuguese  standpoint, 
while  giving  the  free  hospitality  of  their  columns  to  attacks 
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upon  Portu.çal  in  t^eneral  and  S.  Tliomé  in  particular.  It 
was,  I  trusted,  difterent  in  America  ;  but  as  for  a  public 
debate,  much  the  most  satisfactorj-  form  of  settlement, 
it  was  impossible,  my  passage  in  to-morro\v's  steainer 
having  already  been  taken,  and  my  affairs  admittin}?  of  no 
further  delay  in  returning-  to  Eng-land.  I  saw  the  force  of 
Dr  Wood's  objection,  and  as  he  was  master  of  the  situation 
in  his  own  church  premises  I  bowed  to  his  decision,  and 
went  into  the   Hall. 

The  meetini^"  opened  with  devotional  exercises,  as  is 
the  custom  oí  those  communities.  The  audience  was  verj^ 
small — probablj-  not  exceeding^  sixt}'  persons — mostly  ladies. 
Dr  Wood  was  quite  rig"ht — it  was  not  the  time  nor  the  place 
for  a  discussion  that  might  have  taken  an  acrimonious  turn. 
Mr  Burtt  was  introduced,  and  after  explaining  briefly  how 
he  came  to  be  connected  with  the  Cadbury  mission  in  the 
first  instance,  and  with  that  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Boxcotters 
in  the  second,  proceeded  to  deli\'er  a  most  remarkable 
paneg'\ric  upon  the  work  of  the  Portuguese  in  the  cacao 
islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe.  The  plantations  were 
splendidly  equipped,  the  Portuguese  managers  were  kindness 
itself,  not  merely  to  him  as  a  stranger,  but  to  their  blacks 
of  ali  ag-es,  the  negro  children  in  particular  coming  in  for 
an  amount  of  care  and  aftectionate  treatment  that  left 
nothing  to  be  desired.  The  negro  of  older  years  was  well 
housed,  sufíiciently  clad,  nursed  when  sick,  entertained  and 
amused  when  well,  and  in  short  nothing  that  human  ingenuity 
could  devise  to  make  a  community  happy  seemed  to  have 
been  overlookêd  ;  save  in  two  matters  to  which  Mr  Burtt 
attached  vast  importance  :  such  religious  ministrations  as  did 
exist  were  not  such  as  could  penetrate  the  inner  nature  of 
the  negro,  and  the  fearless  challenge  in  the  eye,  character- 
istic  of  the  Free  Black  in  presence  of  the  White  was  absent 
from  the  countenance  of  the  Angolan  at  work  on  the  estates  ! 
(And  happily  so,  would  exclaim  those  who  know  what  that 
look   signifies  I  ) 

"  I  myself,  spcaking  for  the  planters,  could  not  have  put 
the  case  in  bettcr  form,  light  and  shadc  bcing  in  just  tiie 
right  proportion  for  a  true  picture  of  labouring  conditions 
on  the  islands.  But — please  note  this  as  signiHcant — not 
a  word  of  this  discourse  has  appcarcd  in  tiu-  m()rning's 
papers  as  far  as  I  can  discover  ;  while  nuich  that  is  diffcrcnt 
in  tone  and  matter  has  appearcd  and  is  appcaring  ciscw  hcre 
from  the  same  source. 

"  Mr  Burtt  then  wcnt  on  to  dcscriltc  the  vcry  diffcrcnt 
State    of    affairs  on    the  Afi-ican    mainland.       His   accoiint    of 
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the  horrors  of  the  Central  African  slave-trade  was  graphic 
and  jíruesomc,  but  commandcd  the  fuU  sympathy  of  the 
audience,  myself  included.  Even  allowing  for  exaggerations 
due  to  hcarsay,  and  the  absence  of  explanatory  facts 
— so  abominable  a  system  as  undeniably  exists  in  that 
No-Man's-Land  composed  quite  as  much  of  Belgian  and 
British  territory  as  of  Portuguese — a  region  where  three 
Empires  meet  and  three  responsibilities  can  be  evaded  by 
international  laisscr-fatre — such  a  system  is  an  evil  crying 
aloud  for  reform. 

"  Mr  Burtt's  narrative  at  this  point  was  significant  more 
for  what  it  left  unsaid  than  what  it  said.  He  did  not  tell 
his  audience  what  he  has  made  admirably  clear  in  another 
place  (his  article  in  the  Conteniporary  Review  of  October 
1909),  that  the  Central  African  slave-trade,  so  far  from 
existing  for  the  benefit  of  the  cacao  islands,  has  its  main 
outlets  in  Morocco,  in  Turkey  via  Tripoli,  in  Arábia  and 
Pérsia  via  the  Red  Sea  ports ;  whereas  the  Portuguese 
Government  has  bestrewn  the  whole  of  its  province  of 
Angola  with  forts  for  the  special  purpose  of  destroying  this 
trade  within  its  own  limits  (with,  it  must  be  acknowledged, 
the  unhappy  result  that  the  negro  traders  take  bye-paths 
known  only  to  themselves  and  evade  control  to  a  great 
extent).  Nor  did  he  mention,  what  in  justice  to  the  facts 
he  should  have  pointed  out,  that  Portugal  has  for  many 
months  back  closed  Angola  to  recruiting  in  consequence 
of  this  persistent  evasion  of  the  law.  A  third  and  even 
more  serious  omission  from  his  speech  lay  in  the  absence 
of  ali  reference  to  the  fact  that  the  older  plantations  in 
the  islands  have  for  years  been  independent  of  ali  introduced 
labour,  as  they  have  native-born  and  bred  establishments 
of  their  own,  and  that  of  the  rest  but  few  nowadays  rely 
exclusively  on  the  comparatively  inferior  and  degraded 
Angolan  serviçal,  seeing  that  they  can,  and  do,  get  men 
from  Cape  Verde,  Moçambique,  and  elsewhere,  the  condi- 
tions  of  whose  engagement  are  absolutely  beyond  suspicion 
of  compulsion   in  any  shape  or  form. 

And  lastly,  the  boycott  of  S.  Thomé,  so  logically 
advocated  as  a  panacea  for  ali  the  sufferings  of  the  black 
in  Central  Africa,  will  not  strike  to  any  appreciable  extent 
*  the  few  rich  men  in  Lisbon '  reforred  to  by  the  lecturer 
until  after  it  has  ruined,  as  it  infallibly  will,  the  numerous 
community  of  inoffensive  negrões  and  mulattos  cultivating 
their  own  holdings  in  S.  Thomé — men  who  grow  cacao 
exclusively  for  the  foreign  market. 

"  On    none    of   these    matters  did    .Mr    Burtt    throw  the 
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faintest  fílimmer  of  light  ;  yet  one  and  ali  are  indispensahie 
to  a  judgment  as  to  whethcr  the  proposed  International 
Trust  will  effect  its  ostensible  object  or  not. — Yoitrs  very 
sincerely, 

(Signcd)   "J.    A.   Wylije." 


ATTITUDE    OF    AN    ENGLISH    FIR.M. 

The  first  letter  of  the  followinj^  correspondenee  was 
sent  on  13th  October  1910,  by  Messrs  Cadbury  Bros.  to 
the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Colonies  in  Lisbon,  and  its 
contents  are  as  follows : — 

Sir, — We  have  received  with  great  satisfaction  a  cable 
from  our  friend,  Mr  Alfredo  da  Silva,  of  Oporto,  stating  that 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Portuguese  Republie  to  radieally 
change  the  existing  labour  conditions  of  Angola  and  the 
Islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe.  We  welcome  this 
information,  and  should  be  very  pleased  to  do  anything  in 
our  power  to  assist  you  in  this  direction,  and  when  it  is 
absolutely  proved  to  the  British  Consular  staff  that  the 
old  conditions  of  slavery  have  entirely  disappeared,  it  will 
be  a  pleasure  to  us  to  re-open  business  relations. 

"  There  have  been  during  the  past  years  many  regulations, 
some  of  which  have  been  excellent,  but  there  has  always 
been  a  want  of  sincerity  in  carrying  out  thesc  regulations 
in  spirit,  and  in  certain  directions  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  laws  are  quite  inadequate. 

"  We  have  always  considered  that  the  root  of  the  evil 
has  been  in  Angola,  where  the  native  has  never  received  a 
just  protection  from  his  Government,  but  has  been  exploited 
by  labour  agents  and  other  irresponsible  employés. 

"  Again,  in  the  islands,  the  labourer  has  been  at  the 
mercy  of  an  iníluential  ring  of  planters,  against  whose 
interests  the  officials  of  the  Government  have  never  darcd 
to  act.  The  staff  of  the  Curador  has  been  totally  insufHcient 
to  watch  over  the  interests  of  a  population  of  40. ()()() 
labourers  spread  over  the  surface  of  a  large  island.  with 
little  means  of  communication,  and  in  practice  the  law  has 
been  disregarded.  The  law  itself  needs  simplifying.  and  to 
be  made  more  direct  in  its  action  in  many  ways.  One  case 
that    we    considcr    to    bc    particularly    important    is    that    of 
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thc  married  meu,  as  there  appears  to  be  no  provision  for 
mcn  and  women  of  different  dates  of  c(jntract  to  return 
easily  to  the   mainland  together. 

"  Tlie  case  of  the  children  also  needs  most  carefui  super- 
vision.  At  present  thousands  are  shipped  as  infants  with 
their  parents,  with  no  papers  of  indenture,  and  grow  up  to 
bc  the  absolute  property  of  their  masters.  Precisely  the 
same  happens  with  children  born  on  the  estates,  and  we 
were  informed  by  the  Curador  of  S.  Thomé  that  he  knew 
of  no  instance  where  a  child  born  on  the  estates  had  ever 
left  the  island  or  taiíen   up  work  as  a  free  man. 

"  It  is  usual  for  the  Government  of  Angola  to  blame  the 
Government  of  S.  Thomé  for  the  present  miscarriage  of 
justice,  and  in  the  same  way  the  people  of  S.  Thomé  disclaim 
responsibility  for  the  bad  state  of  affairs  in  Angola,  and  it 
would  appear  to  be  necessary  to  more  strongly  unite  the 
interests  of  both  colonies  under  a  powerful  Colonial  Adminis- 
tration   in   Lisbon. 

"The  Portuguese  Republic  has  adopted  the  noble  idea 
of  justice  and  freedom  to  ali  its  subjects  (sic)  at  home  and 
abroad,  and  we  sincerely  desire  that  you  may  have  God's 
help  in  carrying  out  the  work  to  which  you  have  set  your 
hands. 

(Signed)  "  Cadburv  Bros.,  Limited." 


PROMISE  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  OF  PORTUGAL. 

Messrs  Cadbury  Bros.  received  the  following  reply  :  — 

"MiMSTRY  OF  Marine  and  Colonies, 
Colonial  Department,  Lisbon, 
22ucí  Ocfober  1910. 

"  Dear  Sirs, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  13th  October, 
the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Colonies  asks  me  to  inform  you 
that  the  Government  of  the  Republic  intends  to  settle  the 
question  of  the  S.  Thomé  scrviçacs  hy  fulHIling  integrally 
and  loyally  the  present  Regulations  which  protect  the 
natives  and  guarantee  them  perfect  liberty  in  their  rccruit- 
ing  and  repatriation. — Vours,  etc, 

"  Director  General  of  the  Colonies. 

To  Messrs  Cadbury  Bros.  Ltd., 

"  Bournville,  near  Birmingham." 
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Messrs  Cadbury  then  \vrote  tlie  folhnving  letter,  dated 
2Sth  October:— 

"  To  The  Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonics,  Lisbon. 

"  Dear  Sir, — We  are  much  obliged  bj'  your  letter  of  22nd 
October,  stating  that  vou  intend  to  carry  out  the  present 
LaboLir  Regulations  in  S.  Thomé.  May  we  respectfully 
point  out  that  these  regulations  are  in  (jur  opinion 
insufficient  to  provide  for  the  true  libcrty  of  the  native. 
In  our  last  letter  we  stated  :  — 

"  (i.)  that  there  is  no   provision  for  the   repatriation  on 

one     date    of     marricd    contracted    labourcrs    of 

different  dates ; 
(ii.)  the   children    are   now   carried    froni    the    mainland 

without  any  contract  at  ali ; 
"  (iii.)  that    no   child    born    of    a   contracted    labourer   in 

S.  Thomé  has  obtained   its  freedoni. 

"  We  have  mentioned  three  illustrations  of  grave  abuse 
within  the  limits  of  the  present  regulations,  and  we  earnestly 
hope  that  you  may  without  delay  issue  a  simple  manifesto 
that  will  supersede  ali  the  past  Regulations,  which  are 
very  complicated  and  which  admit  of  continued  abuse. — 
Yours,  etc. 

(Signed)   "  Cadbury   Bros.,   Ltd." 


A   GOVERNMENT   GUARANTEE. 

The  following  reply  was  received  : — 

"MiNiSTRV  oi-  Marim-:  and  thh  CoLONir.s, 
Colonial  Departmhnt.  Lisbo.v, 
8^/í  Novcmhcr  1910. 

"  Dear  Sirs, — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  28th  October,  the 
Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies  asUs  me  to  inform  you 
that  the  Government  of  the  Rcpublic  has  noted  the  contents 
of  your  letter,  and  that  it  is  proposed  to  guarantcc  the 
liberty  of  the  natives  by  the  means  of  a  liberal  revision  of 
the  regulations  in  force. — Yours,  etc. 

(Signed)  "  Director  General  oi-  the  Colonies." 
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m<()\\    TH!-:    DÁlLY    GAZETTE,    Birmingham, 
16th   Novk.mber   1910. 


"  Laiíouk  Conditions    IN   S.  Thomé. 

"  Promise  of  the  Portuguese  Government. 

"  \Vc  have  received  a  copy  of  the  ccjrrespondence 
exchaiiMod  between  Mcssrs  Cadbury  Bros.,  Ltd.,  and  the 
Ministcr  of  the  Colonies  of  the  Portuguese  Republic,  referring 
to  the  conditions  of  the  labourers  of  Angola  and  of  the 
Islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe.  In  the  letter  which 
accompanied  this  copy  Messrs  Cadbury  say : — We  con- 
gratulate  ourselves  upon  the  reforms  promised  and  have 
much  satisfaction  in  iearning  that  the  functionaries  of  the 
nevv  Government  are  already  on  their  way  to  the  Islands. 
We  do  not  see  our  way  to  buy  cacao  of  those  colonies  so 
long  as  we  remain  uninformed  by  the  British  Consular 
Corps  that  the  labourers  employed  on  the  Islands  are,  in 
the  widest  sense  of  the  word,  workers  under  a  free  contract. 
We  have  no  doubt  that  we  shall  be  supported  in  this  by 
other  English  firms." 


FROM    THE    TIMES,   14th  Januarv   1911. 


"  The  Cocoa  Plantations  in  S.  Thomé. 

"  Yesterday  the  African  Mail  published  a  letter  from 
Messrs  Cadbury  Brothers,  referring  to  enquiries  from  the 
chocolate-makers  of  America  and  the  Continent  of  Europe 
regarding  the  present  state  of  things  in  Portuguese  West 
Africa,  the  opinion  of  those  chocolate-makers  being  that 
the  reforms  in  the  conditions  of  recruiting  had  rendered  the 
continuance  of  the  boycott  of  S.  Thomé  cocoa  unnecessary. 
Messrs  Cadbury  state  that  the  temptation  to  buy  this  cocoa 
has  increased  because  the  stocks  held  in  Lisbon  have  increased 
and  the  price  is  lower  than  that  of  other  cocoas  of  the  same 
class;  they  insist,  however,  that  notwithstanding  the 
cessatíon  of  Ângolan  emigration  and  the  Provisional 
Government    in    Lisbon    having  declared   its  intention   to    do 
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away  with  the  abuses  of  the  past,  the  contiiuiance  of  the 
boycott  is  necessary.  In  the  plantations  of  the  ishxnds  there 
are,  at  the  least,  30,000  slaves  who  will  never  aj^ain  return  to 
their  own  country  if  the  Government  does  not  take  measiires 
of  a  kind  not  yet  revealed  by  it ;  children  are  born  from  day 
to  day  who  remain  the  absokite  property  of  the  owner  of 
the  plantation  ;  the  mortahty  in  S.  Thomé  is  about  ten  per 
cent.,  and  in  Principe  still  higher;  there  is  also  in  S.  Thomé 
a  terrible  mortahty  due  to  sleeping  sickness,  yet  the  roças 
are  still  being  worked.  *  It  appears  that  immense  quantities 
of  S.  Thomé  cocoa  still  go  to  America  and  to  Germany, 
while  the  English  imports  are  still  small,  though  they  have 
increased  somewhat  during  the  last  few   months." 


FROM    THE    TIMES,  25th  Januarv   1911, 


"The  S.  Thoaié  Cocoa  Estates. 

Sir, — In  a  paragraph  under  the  above  heading  in  your 
issue  of  14th  inst.,  I  note  two  statements  made  apparcntly 
on  the  authority  of  Messrs  Cadbury  Bros,,  viz  : — 'the  death- 
rate  in  S.  Thomé  is  about  ten  per  cent.,  and  in  Principe 
higher;  and  there  is  terrible  mortahty  in  S.  Thomé  from 
sleeping  sickness,  the  estates  on  which  it  is  rife  not  having 
been  closed.' 

"  From  statistics  compiled  and  furnished  to  me  bj'  com- 
petent  authority  I  find  that  the  mortality  on  onc  of  the 
sickliest  estates  on  S.  Thomé  has  only  twice  within  the  last 
ten  years  touched,  and  only  once  exceeded  sevcn  per  cent. 
The  general  average  of  the  island  ccrtainly  cannot  go  beyond 
this  figure,  and  it  compares  very  favourably  indeed  with  the 
officially  recordcd  mortality  in  the  Rand  Mines,  from  ten 
to  eleven   per  cent.   per  annum. 

"  As  to  the  terrible  mortality  from  sleeping  sickness  in 
S.  Thomé,  it  would  be  interesting  to  have  the  name  of  even 

*  Mr  Cadbury  has  bccn  in  S.  Tlioinc  aiui  in  I'iincipc,  and  ho  l<no\vs 
pcrfcctly  wcll  that  in  the  fornicr  island  tlicrc  caTiiiot  hc  aiiy  propagation 
of  sleeping  sicUness  as  tlie  t/.é-tzé  fly  does  not  exist  there.  ami  tliat  in 
the  island  of  Prineipe  the  habitat  of  the  fl\-  is  only  in  the  northern  and 
a  part  of  the  eenti-al  region  of  the  island. — I".M. 
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a  sinj^Ic  cstatc  whcrc  this  discasc  lias  occurrcd.  It  is  well- 
kní)\vn  that  the  ^lossina  fly  is  entircly  abscnt  from  S.  Thomé, 
and  shoiild  by  any  chance  an  impí)rted  case  of  sleeping 
sicUncss  be  landcd  at  the  port,  it  would  never  be  allowed 
to  reach  the  plantinjí  districts,  but  be  segregated  in  the 
general   hospital  outside  the  town. 

'This  pai-aj^raph  was  cut  out'  .  "  Is  it  seriously  proposed 
that  wherever  sleeping  sickness  may  occur,  ali  work  is 
to  be  suspended  whatever  its  nature,  or  is  this  a  doctrine 
subsidiary  to  the  Portuguese  boycott  alone  ? 

"  J.  A.  Wyllie." 


FROM    THE   MORNING   LEADER,  20th  March   1911. 


"  (The   Cadbury  Mission  to  Lisbon,  as   set  forth   in   the 
English  Press). 

"  Slavery  in   S.  Thomé. 

"The  Portuguese  Republic  desirous  to  Settle  the 
ouestion. 

"  (From  Our  Own  Correspondent). 

'■  Lisbon,  Sunday. 

"  It  is  reported  that  Air  \V.  A.  Cadbury  will  arrive  in 
Lisbon  to-day,  or  to-morrow,  from  Oporto. 

"  According  to  the  Press,  the  object  of  this  visit  is  to 
discuss  with  the  Provisional  Government  the  question  of 
native  labour  on  the  cacao  plantations  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Príncipe,  and  the  recruitment  of  natives  in  Angola  for  work 
on   the   islands. 

"The  Provisional  Government  has  decided  to  place 
itself  at  the  service  of  Mr  Cadbury,  and  to  settle  along 
with  him  once  for  ali  this  long-pending  question  of  the 
so-called  slavery  in  Portuguese  Africa. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  Portuguese  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
it  was  resolved  to  co-operate  with  Mr  Cadbury  so  as  to 
arrive  at  a  final  solution,  and  thus  put  an  end  to  the  reasons 
for  the  campaign  of  the  British  Anti-Slavery  Society  against 
the  Portuguese  Administration." 
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FROM    THE   DIÁRIO   DE  XOriCIAS, 
23ru  Mahch    1911. 


"  Anti-Slavery. 

"  CONFEREXCE    OF    MesSRS    CaDBURY    AND    AlBRIGHT    WITH 
THE    MlXISTER    OF    MaRINE. 

"  Messrs  Cadbury  and  Albright  have  had  an  important 
conference  with  H.E.  the  Minister  of  Marine,  on  the 
subject  of  labour  in  tbe  colonies.  Those  gentlemen  paid  their 
respects  to  Senhor  Azevedo  Gomes,  and,  going  thoroughly 
into  the  subject,  a  most  interesting  exchange  of  views  took 
place. 

"  Mr  William  Cadbury  stated  that  he  was  nobody's 
delegate,  nor  did  he  represent  any  Body  corporate.  He 
had  come  for  a  pleasure  trip  with  his  wife,  and,  as  he  had 
ahvays  done,  he  wished  to  seize  the  opportunity,  pay  his 
respects,  and  exchange  impressions  on  the  subject  that 
bound  him  to  Portugal,  one  which  he  trusted  the  Republic 
would  be  able  to  settle.  His  firm  used  to  buy  Portuguese 
cocoa  for  some  forty  years  past.  His  father  was  the  first 
to  introduce  Portuguese  cocoa  into  England.  In  1903,  how- 
ever,  it  began  to  be  rumoured  in  England  that  the  cocoa 
of  S.  Thomé  was  the  produce  of  slave  labour.  He  canie 
to  Lisbon,  in  his  capacity  as  a  merchant,  to  mention  this 
to  the  planters.  warning  them  then  and  there  that  should 
it  be  so  he  would  have  to  stop  buying  the  cocoa,  since 
that  being  so  the  British  public  would  refuse  to  buy 
the  produce  of  his  factories.  The  planters  denied  that 
there  was  any  slavery.  There  were  irregularities  in  exist- 
cnce,   but  these  were  about  to  be  remedied  by  the  passing 

*   "  British  Public  Opinion." 
Cadbury  v.  Standard,  Dec.  3,  1909. 
Sir   Edward  Carson   (cross-examining) :    "Was  it  your  opinion   at 
that  time  that  the  British  Public  was  aroused,  and  thcrc  might  bc  a 
row  at  any  time  ?  " 

Mr  W.  Cadbury:  "  It  was  not  my  opinion,  nor  was  it  why  1  wcnt 
out.'  (\Vitness's  attention  drawn  to  his  own  Ictter  to  the  planters 
containing  the  statemcnt).  "  I  am  afraid  that  was  an  exaggeration 
and  not  my  whole-heartcd  bclicf  .  .  .  an  exaggeration  with  the  idea 
of  putting  what  prcssure  1   could  on  the  planters." 

—Standard  Heport,  4th  December  1909. 
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of  a   ncw  law  ;  and  tlicy   invitcd    liim   to  540   himself  or  send 
some  onc  to  vcrify  thc  triith   of  their  statcnients. 

"  He  foLind  an  impartial  person,  unconnected  w  ith 
biisiness,  who  carne  to  Portuí^al  to  learn  the  language  and 
thcn  weiit  011  to  the  islands  of  S.  Thoiné  and  Príncipe,  armed 
witli  letters  to  the  planters,  fcjr  the  purpose  of  making  an 
enquiry.  The  report  of  th  is  commissioner  was  presented  to 
the  planters  and  to  the  Portuguese  Government  in  1907, 
and  it  revealed  a  set  of  labour  conditions  admitted  by  ali 
to  be  imperfect. 

"  The  then  Minister  of  Marine,  Senhor  Ayres  de  Ornellas, 
recognising  the  evil,  made  definite  promises  of  reform,  to 
be  introduced  within  a  year.  These  promises  were  contírmed 
by  his  successor.  Senhor  Augusto  de  Castilho. 

'  Thc  ycar  wcnt  past,  and  as  British  public  opinion 
began  to  get  impatient,  '  he  determined  to  go  pcrsonally  and 
visit  the  Islands  and  Angola.  He  went  openly,  not  merely  as 
an  Englishman,  but  as  a  merchant.  There,  the  Governor- 
General  was  obliged  to  tell  him  frankly  that  no  reforms 
whatever  had  been  made.  Under  these  circumstances,  after 
five  years  of  eííort,  he  had  to  take  the  unpleasant  step  of 
stopping  the  purchase  of  this  cocoa.  His  factory  employs 
5,000  workmen,  but  there  the  conditions  of  work  are» 
considered  the  best  in  the  world.  He  could  not  sustain 
this  just  point  of  pride  so  long  as  the  raw  material  of  his 
products  ocontinued  to  be  the  output  of  a  system  of  labour 
which  was  far  from  free. 

"  He  stated  that  it  would  be  for  him  a  happy  day  when 
he  could  renew  commercial  relations  with   Portugal. 

"  He  added  that  his  position  in  the  matter  had  at  times 
been  most  difficult.  In  England  he  had  been  taxed  with 
having  winked  at  or  temporised  with  the  Portuguese,  and 
with  making  fahulous  profits  from  his  purchases  of  Portuguese 
cocoa.  In  Portugal  he  had  been  accused  of  maintaining  a 
boycott  of  Portuguese  cocoa  for  purposes  of  personal  gain, 
both  of  which  accusations  were  false. 

"He  was  no  planter;  he  had  an  experimental  farm  in 
Trinidad,  but  one  which  did  not  yield  enough  cocoa  for  a 
single  day's  work  in  his  factory.  At  present  he  was  chiefíy 
buying  cocoa  from  another  part  of  West  Africa  where 
he  was  quite  sure  that  labour  was  absolutely  free. ' 

"  It  was  his  ardent  hope  that  the  new  Republic  would  set 

*  See  footnotc  on   prcvious  page. 

t  It  would  bc  intcresting  to  soe  whetlicr  histoi'y  would  repeat  itself 
wcrc  thc  Pt)rtiigiicsc  planters  atíain  to  try  to  obtaiii  labour  from  "another 
part  of  West  Africa  where  labour  is  absolutely  free."      Soe  page  64. 
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up  a  new  standard  of  liberty  for  the  natives  in  her  colonies, 
and  that  he  might  yet  resume  the  purchase  of  her  cocoa. 
"  Now  he  had  the  pleasure  of  stating  that  he  had  faith 
in  the  promise  of  the  Repubhcan  Government,  so  spontane- 
ously  made  at  once  upon  the  erection  of  the  new  regime,  to 
settle  with  every  regard  for  justice  this  question  of  serviçal 
labour. 

"  Mr  WiUiam  Albright  stated  that  he  was  a  member  of 
the  British  Anti-Slavery  Society,  but  he  did  not  come  in  its 
name.  Knowing  that  Mr  Cadbury  was  coming  to  Portugal, 
and  having  heard  so  much  on  this  question,  he  wished  to 
gather  some  information  about  it  more  directly.  He  could, 
however,  assure  people  that  the  London  Society  did  not 
confine  itself  alone  to  the  matter  of  shivery  in  the  Portuguesa 
colonies.  He  could  testify  to  its  having  spent  more  than 
twenty  years  in  accomplishing  the  total  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the   English  colony  of  Zanzibar. 

"  He  had  come  along  with  this  gentleman,  and  availed 
himself  of  the  present  opportunity  to  say  that  he  had  often 
heard  the  planters  of  those  possessions  state  that  a  change 
in  the  conditions  of  labour  would  ruin  ali  thcir  agriculture. 
Whereas  the  truth  was  that  for  two  years  past  slavery 
has  ceased  to  exist  there,  and  yet  the  islands  were  more 
prosperous  than  ever. 

"  The  Minister  of  Marine,  who  had  listened  in  silence  to 
his  two  visitors  stated  now  that  he  was  convinced  that  both 
Mr  Cadbury  and  the  London  Anti-Slavery  Society  were 
acting  with  the  best  intentions.  He  had  the  pleasure  of 
assuring  them  that  the  Republic  would  be  as  good  as  its 
word.  He  was  further  convinced  that  there  were  defects 
for  correction,  and  that  they  would  have  to  be  corrected. 
The  subject  was  intricate  and  demanded  to  be  weighed  well. 
He  had  drawn  up  an  Ínterim  scheme  for  the  immediate 
settlement  of  the  chief  difficulties  pending  the  publication 
of  a  new  enactment  which  should  completely  remodcl  the 
labour  system  upon  lines  that  should  do  honour  to  tiic 
liberal   principies  of  the   Republic. 

"  Without  in  any  way  injuring  the  island,  tlicrc  was  going 
to  be  established  an  official  system  of  rccruitment  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  middleman,  entailing  the  compulsory  rc- 
patriation  of  the  new  contracted  hands,  so  as  to  allow  of 
these  returning  to  their  own  country  and  thus  bccoming 
themselves  the  agency  to  stimulate  others  to  come  in 
for  work. 

"  A  few  friendly  words  were  thcn   exchangcd." 

G 
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HKITISH  I^RESS  NOTICES  OF  Mr  CADBURVS 
INTERVIEVV  VVITH  THE  PORTUGUESE 
COLONIAL    MINISTER.      i  Re-Tkanslated.] 


FROM   THE    DAILY   NEWS,    24th  March   1911, 


"  Slavery  IN   S.   Tho.mé, 

"  PlAN    OF    THE    PoRTUGUESE    GoVERN.MENT. 
[From   Oiir  Own  CorrespondentJ 

LiSBON,   Thiirsday. 

"  Mr  W.  A.  Cadbury  visited  the  Colonial  Minister  yester- 
clay  with  reference  to  the  treatment  of  African  iabourers 
on  tiie  cacaf)  plantations  of  S.  Thomé.  Mr  Cadbury  stated 
that  it  was  due  to  the  abuses  practised  on  the  estates, 
and  to  the  forced  recruitment  of  negrões  in  Angola  that 
his  firm,  for  some  years  back,  had  been  buying  no  Portuguesa 
cocoa,  and  had  on  various  occasions  laid  complaints  before 
the  diíferent  Portuguese  Governments,  who  had  never  put 
into  practice  the  reforms  they  had  constantly  promised. 
Now  he  hoped  that  under  a  Liberal  Republic  the  affair 
would  be  settled  once  for  ali. 

"  The  Colonial  Minister  replied  that  he  was  engaged  on 
the  drafting  of  new  rules,  which  should  provide  that  from 
now  onwards  none  but  Iabourers  willing  to  be  enrolled 
should  be  recruited,  and  that  ali  the  Iabourers  contracted 
should  be  repatriated  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  one  year's 
engagement.  Both  the  recruiting  service  and  the  treat- 
ment of  the  natives  engaged  would  be  subject  to  the  direct 
control  of  Government.  The  Minister  sincerely  hoped  that 
by  these  means  ali  the  present  abuses  would  be  brought 
to  an  end." 
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FROM    THE    YORKSHIRE    OBSERVER, 
29th  Jlly   1911. 


"The  Universal  Races  Congress. 
"  Indentured  Labour. 

Indentured  and  Forced  Labour'  was  the  subject  of 
a  paper  which  had  been  prepared  by  the  late  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  and,  speaking  on  the  subject,  i\lr  Joseph  Burtt 
(Matlock)  said  much  had  been  said  about  the  East  trying 
to  understand  the  West,  but  how  little  had  been  said  of 
those  backward  races  represented  by  120,000,000  in  Africa. 
He  found  the  tone  of  the  Congress  a  little  too  academic, 
and  not  quite  practical  enough.  He  had  travelled  for 
months  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  and  he  had  met  gentle 
black  men,  and  when  he  talked  with  them  and  showed 
them  his  gun  and  his  watch  and  thought  of  the  accumulated 
strength  of  ages  in  him  and  the  ambitions  of  the  white  man 
he  felt  that  he  was  the  savage  and  they  were  the  gentle 
people.  He  denounced  slavery,  which  still  continued.  He 
knew  a  great  province  of  half-a-million  square  miles  where 
ali  the  work  was  done  by  slavery  ;  and  they  could  forni  no 
conception  of  the  terrible  cloud  that  bowed  the  white  nian's 
soul  to  the  ground.  He  wanted  them  to  be  practical  :  he 
wanted  them  to  treat  the  black  man  with  conimon  justice. 
He  wanted  them,  if  they  must  employ  indentured  labour, 
to  let  it  be  such  that  it  would  not  break  up  the  life  of  the 
people  (applause)." 


IV.— S.   THOME    IN    PARLIAAIENT. 


FROM    THE  WEST  ÍNDIA   CIRCULAR,  London   1908. 


"  Slave-Grown  Cacao  in   S.  Tho.mé  and   Príncipe. 
"  In   Parlia.ment. 

"  Mr  BoTTOMLEY  askcd  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Aífairs 
on  Thursday,  the  18th  Jane,  if  he  was  aware  of  the  existence 
of  slavery  on  the  plantations  of  cacao  in  the  Portuguese 
Islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe ;  if  he  knew  that  a  good 
part  of  the  cacao  thus  produced  was  imported  into  this 
country ;  and  if  he  intended  to  make  representations  to 
the  Portuguese  Government,  similar  to  those  recently  made 
to  the  Belgian  Government,  respecting  the  conditions 
obtaining  in  the  Congo   Free   State. 

"  The  Minister,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  replied :  '  The  labour 
system  in  force  in  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe  is  a  contract  one. 
I  am  aware  that  some  cacao  produced  under  that  system 
is  imported  into  this  country.  Our  Government  has  been 
in  communication  with  the  Portuguese  Government  on 
the  question  of  labour  on  the  islands  referred  to.  The 
Portuguese  Government  has  sent  a  trustworthy  ofificer  to 
West  Africa  in  order  to  examine  the  present  labour  system 
and  report  upon  whatever  fresh  measures  may  be  necessary.' 

"  Mr  C.  Wason  asked  if  there  was  not  in  existence 
a  report  drawn  up  by  a  gentleman  sent  by  the  chocolate- 
makers  of  this  country  to  enquire  into  the  labour  conditions 
of  those  plantations. 

"  Sir  E.  Grey  said  :  '  That  report  exists ;  it  is  not  official 
but  it  has  been  communicated  to  the   Foreign  Office.' 

"  Mr  C.  Wason:     'Is  it  possiblc  to  obtain  it  ?  ' 
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"  Sir  E.  Grey  :  '  We  should  have  to  inform  those 
responsible  for  it  before  publishing  it.' 

"  Mr  Rees  :  '  Have  we  any  treaty  or  convention  in 
respect  of  this  matter?' 

"  Sir  E.  Grey  :  '  I  believe  it  originated  in  the  Convention 
of  Brussels.' 

"  Mr  Lea  :  '  Does  the  Right  Honourable  gentleman 
know  that  a  great  part  of  the  funds  of  the  Liberal  Party 
are  furnished  by  the  cacao-manufacturers  in  this  country 
who  get  their  raw  material  from  those  places   (murmurs)  ? ' 

"  The  Speaker  :  '  Parliament  has  nothing  do  with  the 
origin  of  the  Liberal  Party  Funds.' 

"  Mr  Byles  :  'Have  we  any  convention  or  agrcement 
with  Portugal  authorising  us  to  watch  over  the  interests  of 
the  natives  of  her  colonies?' 

"Sir  E.  Grey:  'I  do  not  know  of  any  in  particular, 
but  meanwhile  we  have  been  in  communication  with  the 
Portuguese  Government.'  " 


FROM    THE    AFRICAM  MAIL,   17th   March   1911. 


The  Angolan-S.  Thomk   Problem. 

"  Mr  Mitchell-Thoaison,  on  2nd  March,  asked  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  he  was 
now  in  a  position  to  make  any  announcement  to  the  House 
with  regard  to  the  taking  of  prompt  and  effective  steps 
to  deal  with  the  conditions  of  slavery  in  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe. 

"  Sir  E.  Grey  :  '  It  is  for  the  Portuguese  Government, 
not  for  His  Majesty's  Government,  to  take  and  announce 
steps  of  this  character.  It  is  not  with  the  conditions  of 
contract  labour  in  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  so  much  as 
with  the  conditions  of  the  recruitment  of  labour  in  Angola 
that  the  Portuguese  Government  have  had  to  deal.  Sn  far 
as  I  am  aware  no  recruiting  has  taken  place  in  Angola 
during  the  past  year;  and  so  long  as  that  is  so,  there 
is  obviously  no  need  to  say  anything  more  about  it.' 
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"  Mr  l£i),MUM)  Hai<vi;y,  <m  7tli  March,  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Forcign  AfTairs  whether  the  Governor  of  the 
Islands  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe  has  recently  given 
permission  to  Empreza  Nacional  Steamship  Company  to 
convey  800  scrviç<rcs  from  Anj^ola  in  the  s.s.  Cazeiigo  to 
the   Islands  of  S.  Tiiomc  and    Principe. 

"  Sir  Edwaho  Ghiíy  :  '  I  have  just  received  information 
from  His  Majesty's  Cônsul  at  Loanda  that  the  Governor 
has  given  permission  for  the  conveyance  of  300  serviçaes. 
I  have  asUed  for  information  as  to  hovv  these  men  were 
recruited,  as,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  new 
regulations,  the  method  of  recruiting  ought  to  be  a  matter 
of  public  Unowledge.'  " 

[We  refer  to  this  matter  in  our  editorial. — Editor, 
Africai!  Mail,   March   17]. 


FROM     THE    TIMES,     22nd    March     1911:    and    THE 
AFRICAN   MAIL,    7th    April    1911. 


"  West  Africa  in   Parliament. 
"  Portugal  and  Native  Labour. 

"  Sir  G.  Parker,  on  21  st  March,  asked  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Afíairs  whether  the  Treaty  of  July 
1842,  and  the  Convention  of  July  1871,  relating  to  the 
suppression  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  between  the  British  and 
Portuguese  Governments  were  considered  to  have  been  in 
any  way  invalidated  by  the  recent  change  of  Government 
in  Portugal;  and  how  far  His  Majesty's  Government 
regarded  these  Instruments,  and  the  Act  of  Brussels  of 
July  1890,  and  the  Anglo-Portuguese  Protocol  of  March 
1892,  as  conferring  upon  this  country  the  right  of  maUing 
representations  to  the  Government  of  Portugal  on  the 
subject  of  labour  conditions  existing  on  the  mainland  of 
Angola  and    upon  the  islands  of  S.  Thomé  and   Principe. 

"Sir  Edward  Grey  :  'The  change  of  Government  in 
Portugal  has  not  affected  the  treaty  relations  between 
Great    Britain    and    Portugal.       The    Sisnatorv    Powers    of 
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the  Brussels  Act  agreed,  in  Art.  22,  to  restrict  to  the  zone 
on  the  East  Coast  defined  by  Art.  21  the  clauses  of  their 
Special  Conventions  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade 
which  relate  to  the  right  of  scaixh.  \  isit,  aiui  dctcntion  of 
vessels  at  sea.  Such  clauses,  therefore,  of  the  Treaty  of 
1842,  and  the  Convention  of  July  1871,  are  no  longer 
in  force  as  regarás  the  West  Coast  of  Africa.  There  is 
no  Anglo-Portuguese  Protocol  of  March  1892.  The 
laboLir  conditions  cxisting  in  Angola  and  hi  S.  Tlionié  and 
Príncipe  are  governed  by  the  Regulations  of  .kily  1909, 
and,  provided  these  Regulations  are  properly  administered, 
would  not  justify  representations  to  Portugal  based  on  the 
provisions  of  the   Brussels  Act.' 

"  Sir  G.  Parkf.r  :  '  Do  the  Portuguese  Government 
accept  or  administer  these   Reguhxtions.' 

"  Sir  E.  Grey  :  '  Certainly  the  present  Government 
accept  the  Regulations.  As  regards  administration,  a 
statement  was  brought  to  my  notice  the  other  day  that 
300  labourers  had  been  recruited.  I  understand  that  the 
Regulations  were  in  suspense,  because  no  recruiting  was 
going  on.  I  am  now  enquiring  into  the  recruiting  of 
these  300  labourers.' " 


V.— THE      ANTI-SLAVERY      DEPUTATION 
TO    LISBON,    1910. 


TRANSLATION  OF  AN  ARTICLE  IN  THE  LISBON 
PAPER,  O  MUNDO,  No.  3,613,  of  19th  Nove.mber 
1910. 


"  Anti-Slavery. 

"The  Reply  of  the  Portuguese   Foreign  Minister 
TO  THE  English  Anti-Slavery  Deputation. 

For  the  importance  of  the  subject,  we  give  at  length 
the  substance  of  the  declarations  made  by  the  Minister 
for  Foreign  Aííairs  to  the  English  Anti-Slavery  repre- 
sentatives  who  carne  to  Lisbon  to  compliment  the 
Republic  in  the  name  of  the  British  Aborigines'  Protection 
Society. 

"  Dr  Bernardino  Machado  began  by  thanking  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society's  delegates  for  their  visit  and  for  the 
expressions  of  confidence  and  good  wishes  they  had  just 
offered  to  the  Provisional  Government  of  the  Republic  and 
to  the  coLintry.  He  assured  them  of  the  esteem  in  which 
he  held  them  as  Englishmen,  citizens  of  an  allied  nation, 
among  whom  he  saw  representatives  of  the  press  and  the 
Parliament  of  Britain.  He  especially  complimented  Mrs 
Lewis,  to  whom  he  protested  warmly  his  devotion  to  the 
feminist  cause,  which  he  had  already  proved  when  xMinister 
of  Public  Works  by  drawing  up  regulations  for  the  industrial 
labour  of  women  and  chikíren. 

The  question  in  which  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  is 
interesting  itself,  continued  the  Foreign  xMinister,  is  a 
question  of  liberty,  and  as  such  is  of  the  greatest  import- 
ance. But  the  historie  mission  of  the  Portuguese  is  none 
other  than   the   emancipation   of  the   races   confided    to   its 
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civilising  action.  We  are  not  the  little  Portugal  of  the 
continent  of  Europe ;  we  are,  by  the  indissoluble  bond 
between  the  mother-cotintry  and  the  overseas  provinces, 
Portugal  the  great  coloniser. 

"  Our  colonial  territory  is  vast,  no  doubt ;  not  so  vast, 
however,  as  is  that  of  Great  Britain.  What  it  requires  is 
the  same  self-government,  and  that  is  what  we  are  aiming 
at  and  are  certain  of  achieving  by  means  of  new  institutions. 
To  make  sure  of  civil  liberties  it  is  indispensable  first  to 
win  politicai  liberty.  That  is  what  we  have  done.  And  the 
proof  that  the  same  idea  obtains  outside  our  frontiers  is 
this  visit  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Commissi(jn  to  Lisbcjn.  We 
are  glad  you  came. 

"  There  is  no  partition-wall  between  nations.  In 
Portugal  we  are  always  attentive  to  forcign  opinion,  for 
there  is  no  doubt  that  nations  exercise  one  upon  the  other 
a  reciprocai  influence.  That  which  England  excrcises  over 
us  we  regard  as  of  real  value.  And  though  we  study  foreign 
publications  attentively,  lessons  from  abroad  may  be  even 
more  profitable  to  us  when  we  receive  here  the  delegates 
of  other  peoples  and  listen  to  them  directly.  The  currents 
of  opinion  in  other  countries,  Dr  Bernardino  Machado  went 
on  to  say,  never  pass  by  us  unnoticed.  Let  the  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  continue  its  propaganda  in  favour  of  African 
races  in  general,  and  let  the  delegates  repeat  their  visits, 
with  the  certainty  that  the  opinion  predominating  abroad 
will  penetrate  the  mind  of  the  Portuguese  public.  At  this 
moment,  in  this  very  city,  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of 
Britain  has  an  auxiliary,  namely  the  Portuguese  Anti-Slavery 
Society.  Let  the  delegates  discuss  matters  with  it,  let 
them  submit  to  it  their  judgments,  and  thus  nationalisc 
the   question. 

We  shall  always  be  gratcíul  for  your  intercst  in  our 
leading  topics,  but  it  is  manifest  that  it  is  we  who  have 
to  settle  such  matters  in  the  exercise  of  our  own 
autonomy.  Every  nation  has  its  dwii  self  -  goxcrnnicnt. 
The  Portuguese  Government  hopes  and  trusts  that  its 
Solutions  of  them  may  always  earn  the  approval  of  fricndly 
nations,  and  most  of  ali,  of  the  allied  nation.  When  it 
is  a  case,  not  of  a  question  of  home  politics,  but  of 
reciprocai  rights  and  intciests,  especially  with  reference 
to  the  lot  of  African  natives  of  our  country  in  territories 
of  a  foreign  state,  or  the  reverse,  of  the  foreign  state 
in  F^ortuguese  territory,  we  have  to  maUe  efforts  so  that 
the  case,  by  its  nature  an  international  one,  shall  be 
solved      in      perfect      harmony      with      the      othci'      nations 
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iiitiivstcci.  The  externai  policy  of  the  Republic  will  be, 
as  also  the  internai,  one  of  dignily  and  independence 
\n  order,  by  mutual  respect,  to  prove  itself  one  of 
effective  solidarity.  This  solidariti'  is  a  mattcr  \vc  have 
very  spccially  at  heart  in  our  relations  with  your  j^reat  and 
i;lnri(His   Enj^land. 

"The  Minister  concluded  by  assui-ing  his  liearers  that 
ali  the  acts  of  the  Republicaii  Government,  which  was 
a  Government  by  public  opinion,  to  be  everyvvhere  judged 
and  appreciated  at  their  true  value,  would  be  given  the 
fullest   pLiblieity." 


FROM   THE   OUTLOOK,   IOth   Dece.mber   1910. 


S.    Tho.mk    Slavery. 

"To  the   Editor  of   T/ie  Outlook. 

"  Sir, — Recognising  the  interest  taken  by  you  in  the 
affairs  of  Portugal,  Mr  Franeisco  Mantero,  of  Lisbon  and 
Príncipe  (Portuguese  West  Africa),  desires  me  to  offer  for 
your  acceptance  a  copy  of  the  English  edition  of  his  work 
of  this  year  on  the  S.  Thomé  labour  question.  With 
reference  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  the  Anti-Slavery  and 
Aborigines'  Protection  Society,  a  copy  of  which  appeared 
in  The  Outlook  of  26th  November,  he  would  invite  your 
attention  to  the  facts  detailed  on  pages  55,  77,  and  86  of 
the  book,  from  which  you  will  see  how  unjustiíiable  is  this 
persistent  attempt  to  affix  blame  on  the  Portuguese  planting 
community  for  abuses  practised  in  regions  far  removed  from 
the  sphere  of  their  control.  For  though  the  letter  itself  may 
not  descend  to  particulars,  it  must  be  read  in  the  light  of 
the  previous  writings  and  public  utterances  of  the  more 
aggressive  of  its  signatories.  Mr  Mantero  is  adding  two 
or  three  not  unnatural  expressions  of  public  opinion  taken 
from  the  Lisbon  Press,  translations  of  which  1  append. — 
I   am,   Sir,  yours,  etc, 

"  J.  A.  WVLLIE  (Lt.-Col.). 

"  Edinblrgh,   Xovcnibcr  28. 


THE    ANTI-SLAVERY   DEPLTATIOX    TO    IJSBON  107 


EXTRACTS    FHOM    THH     PoRTUGUESK     PaPERS. 


The  Portuguese  Government  and  thh   Enolish 
Delegates. 

The  Lisbon  correspondent  of  tlie  Financial  News, 
London,   in   a  telegram  of   17th,  says : — 

"  It  appears  that  the  London  Anti-Slavery  Society  did 
not  set  forth  clearly  its  object  in  sending  its  delegates 
here.  The  GoNcmniLMit  of  Portui»al  was  officially  iiifoniicd 
that  the  deputation  was  coming  to  thanU  it  for  its  intention 
of  checking  slavery  in  S.  Thomé.  But  the  delegates.  to  the 
general  surprise,  stated  their  intention  to  be  to  demand 
from  Government  a  written  declaration  of  what  it  pro- 
posed  to  do  in  S.  Thomé,  or  in  default  a  copy  of  the 
Cabinet  Resolution  deaiing  with  the  question.  ihis  was 
of  course  held  inadmissible,  and  the  Portuguese  Anti- 
Slavery  Society,  at  yesterday's  nieeting  in  the  ofHees  of 
the  Econoiíiistít  Poringiicz,  decided  merely  to  welcome 
the  English  delegates,  but  to  give  them  no  support  unless 
they  desisted  from  their  demand  of  a  written  deelaration 
from   Government. 

The  delegates  wiil  only  be  reeeived  by  the  Foreign 
Minister  on  the  understanding  that  they  limit  themselves 
to  the  congratulations  announced  as  the  objeet  of  theii" 
visit. 

—O  Século,  21  st  November   1910. 

[Note. — The  accuracy  of  this  report  has  been  eiiallenged 
by  the  British  Anti-Slavery  Society,  but  as  far  as  I  can 
gather  the  Porfuguese  Anti-Slavery  Society,  to  which  it 
primarily  relates,  has  taUen  no  steps  to  contradict  it.  The 
Século,  being  now  an  anti-slavery  organ,  presumably  verified 
the  report  on  the  spot  before  publishing  it.— J.A.  W.) 


"  Labour   in   S.  ThomiL 

"  To  the   Editor,  O  Mundo. 

"  Sir, — I  would  solicit  the  favour  of  youi-  insei-ting  the 
enclosed  letter,  sent  by  me  to-day  to  the  Editor,  economista 
Porfuguez. 

(Signed)  "A.   LoiREiRo  da   Fonsixa. 

(O  Mundo,   November  22.    \9\()). 
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"  Sciilior  Aujíiisto  Sí)arcs, 

"  Kditor,  Economista  Porfiiguez. 

"  Sir,  —  Havinjí  acceptcd  not  a  few  responsibiiities, 
from  which  iii  no  way  do  1  desire  to  cxoncrate  myself, 
ovcr  the  active  and  persistcnt  campaign  prom(jted  by  the 
Economista  Portuguez  against  the  methods  of  recruitment 
in  Africa  of  labour  for  the  plantations  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe,  my  conscience  does  not  accuse  me  of  having 
hclpcd  to  play  the  game  of  the  more  or  less  imavowable 
forcign  interests  masquerading  under  the  disguise  of  philan- 
thropy  or  negrophihsm.  Let  me  therefore  pubhcly  denounce 
the  recklessness  with  which  the  Portuguese  directly 
interested,  Government  and  the  planters  alike,  have 
admitted  and  consented  to  the  direct  intervention  of 
British  subjects  in  this  affair,  which  I  have  always 
regarded,  and  still  regard,  as  exclusively  our  own,  as 
purely  a  question  of  the  internai  colonial  administration 
of  Portugal.  It  is  with  surprise  that  I  see  the  Economista 
Portuguez  lending  its  countenance  to  a  festive  reception 
of  Messrs  Nevinson  and  Burtt,  .  .  the  men  most  in 
evidence  as  defamers  of  the  Portuguese  name  in  the 
foreign  Press.  Not  being  aware  that  these  gentlemen 
have,  in  tlie  same  pubHc  fashion  that  they  have  uttered 
them,  retracted  their  insults,  I  feel  it  my  duty  entirely 
to  repudiate  ali  part  in  the  recent  attitude  of  the 
Economista  Portuguez,  and  I  therefore  beg  of  you  to 
remove  my  humble  name  from  the  list  of  coUaborators 
in  your  review.  Hoping  you  will  give  publicity  to  this 
letter,  copies  of  which  I  have  sent  to  the  editors  of  the 
chief  papers  of  Lisbon. — I   remain, 

(Signed)   "  A.   Loureiro  da  Fonseca." 


VI.— PORTUGUESE    WRITERS   AND 
BRITISH    REVIEWERS. 


FROxM    THE    YORKSHIRE   DAILY   OBSERVER, 
Bradford,   IOth  Oct.    1910. 


Slave-Gkown  Cocoa. 

"  A  little  pamphlet  has  just  becn  pubiislicd,  w  rittcn  by 
Mrs  G.  K.  Lewis,  calling  renewed  attcntion  to  the  condition 
of  affairs  in  the  islands  of  S.  Thomc  and  Príncipe.  It  is 
chiefly  remarkable  for  some  quotations  froni  a  booU  recently 
issued  from  Portugal  dcfcnding  the  system  of  labour-recriiiting 
that  prevails  in  those  islands — '  Manual  Labour  in  S.  Thomé 
and  Príncipe,'  by  Francis  Mantero.  In  one  part  of  this 
apology  it  is  declared  that  'the  birthplace  of  the  labourers 
recruited  *  is  known,  and  they  can  return  thithcr.'  In  anothcr 
part  occurs  this  passage : — 'The  blacks  who  emigrate  belong 
to  different  tribes  .  .  .  and  as  a  rule  do  not  know  where 
their  native  villages  lie.'  The  apologist  insists  that  *  the 
Province  of  S.  Thomé  and  Principe  is  now  an  indispensable 
factor  in  the  economic  existence  of  the  nation,  and  \ve  must 
preserve  and  develop  it  at  ali  costs  '  and  '  defend  it  against 
intriguers  who  endeavour  to  stop  it.'  He  further  protests 
against  the  '  morbid  mentality  of  exotic  philanthropists.' 
Since  the  words  were  written  Portugal  has  undergone  a 
revolution.  One  can  only  hope  that  when  a  stable  authority 
has  been  establislied  there  will  be  the  disposition  and  the 
leisurc  to  examine  the  question  in  a  bcttcr  spií-it.  Recent 
enquiries  show  that  there  has  been  no  change  in  the 
system  of  recruiting,  and  that  ali  the  accustomed 
horrors  of  slavery  characterise  the  trade.  ' 

*  This  inis-quotation  is  repeatcd  in  a  mimbcr  of  rcvicws  appiírcntly 
from  the  samc  pcn,  publishcd  in  various  jouiiials.  Scc  Icttci-  which 
follows. 

t   Scc  pp.   79  and  92. 
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COPV  LETTER  TO  THE  SECRETARY,  ANTI- 
SLAVERY  AND  ABORIGINES'  PROTECTION 
SOCIETY,    Dbnison    Housk,  Vauxhall   Bridge  Road, 

LoNDON,    S.W. 

38  HoPE  Terrace, 
Edinburgh,   ISth  December  1910. 

Dcar  Sir, 

"'SlAVERY    IN    THE    TwENTlETH    CeNTURY.' 

"  I  have  just  received  copies  of  the  pamphlet  issued 
undcr  your  auspices  bearing  the  above  title.  Before  sending 
Mr  F.  Mantero  (author  of  '  Manual  Labour  in  S.  Thomé 
and  Príncipe')»  the  party  primarily  interested,  the  copies 
he  desires  to  have,  let  me  invite  your  attention  to  a  passage 
in  it  which  the  authoress  may  wish  to  reconsider.  My 
Portuguese  friends  would  not,  I  am  sure,  care  to  take 
advantage  of  what  may  after  ali  be  the  result  of  haste  or 
a  slip  of  the  pen,  but  which,  however  annoying  to  them, 
will  I  think  injure  her  cause  more  than  theirs  if  she  does  not 
accept  this  opportunity  of  rectifying   it. 

"  On  p.  10  of  the  pamphlet,  Mr  Mantero's  statement  that 
the  birthplace  of  the  labourers  recruited  .  .  ."^  is  known  and 
they  may  return  thither,  is  quoted  with  the  omission  of  the 
five  words  which  make  ali  the  difference  between  sense  and 
nonsense  in  the  assertion. 

"As  Mrs  Lewis'  own  footnote  shows,  this  passage  occurs 
on   p.  95  of  Mr  Mantero's  book   (English   Edition). 

"Then,  after  an  expression  of  incredulity,  she  remarks : — 
'  .  .  .  Here  is  something  harder  still  to  accept,  and  ///  iJat 
contradiction  to  what  weiit  before.'  Towards  the  close  of 
this  large  volume  we  are  told,  'The  blacks  who  emigrate 
.  .  .  belong  to  different  tribes  t   .  .  .  and   as  a  rule  do  not 

Words  omitted  by  the  authoress  of  the  "  Anti-Slavery  "  pamphlet : 
"  in  the  conditions  referred  to." 

[  The  passage  mutilatcd  by  the  i-eviewer  runs  thus,  in  the  work 
reviewed  : — 

"The  blacks  who  emigrate  thence  "  (i.e..  from  the  Angolan  hinter- 
land  not  yet  undcr  pei-manent  Europcan  occupation)  "  bclong  to 
different  tribes,  sometimes  Nomads,  and  speak  different  dialects,  and 
as  a  ride  do  not  know  ..." 
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know  where  their  nativc  villages  lie,  or,  w  hen  they  do,  feign 
ignorance,  fearing  that  they  may  be  compelled  to  return 
thither.' 

"  But  why  '  towards  the  close  of  this  large  volume  ? ' 
And  what  '  went  before '  ?  Her  own  footnotes  show  that 
the  passage  she  last  quotes,  so  far  from  occurring  anywhere 
ncar  the  cná  of  this  18()-page  booU,  is  to  be  found  near  the 
beginning,  on  p.  Ho  in  fact,  and  it  precedes  by  some  thirty- 
two  pages  her  first  (mutilated)  quotation. 

I  lay  stress  on  this  point  of  historical  sequence,  for  the 
\vriter's  imputation  of  untrustworthiness  to  Mr  Mantero 
stands  or  falis  with  it.  '  Comment,'  says  she,  'is  unnecessary, 
for  here  we  see  the  value  of  the  statements  put  before  us.' 
True ;  but  in  the  '  boomerang  sense  of  the  argument,'  to 
borrow  a  recent  phrase  of   Lord   Rosebery's. 

"  There  is  no  contradiction  whatever,  apparent  or  real, 
between  the  two  statements  made  by  Mr  Mantero,  so  long  as 
they  are  taken  in  the  order  in  which  lie  made  them,  and  in 
their  proper  context.  They  are  facts  narrated  so  as  to  marlí 
the  contrast  between  the  Before  and  the  After.  The  earlier 
passage,  that  on  page  (S3,  describes  the  vicious  state  of 
affairs  under  the  old  regime,  whcn  reeruitment  was  in  tiie 
hands  of  the  negrões  themselves  and  no  registration  of 
domicile  was  possible.  Then,  the  horrors  of  the  journey  to 
the  eoast  were  such  as  to  offer  the  Angolan  no  temptation 
to  retrace  his  steps.  The  passage  on  page  95,  as  any 
unbiassed  reader  mu  st  sce,  describes  the  conditions 
brought  into  existence  by  the  reforming  law  of  17th 
July  1909.  But  the  present  pamphlet,  so  far  from  giving 
Portugal  any  credit  for  the  measure,  is  silent  as  to  its  very 
existence. 

"  Whether  the  pamphlet  should  continue  to  circulate  in 
its  present  form  or  not  is,  however,  a  matter  mainly  for  your 
Society  to  decide.  1  leave  it  in  your  hands  accordingly. — 
I   am,    Dear   Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

(Signcdj  "J.  A.  Wyllie." 
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COPY  LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY,  AXTI- 
SLAVERY  AND  ABORIGINES'  PROTECTION 
SOCIETY,   TO    Lt.-Col.  J.  A.   WYLLIE,    Edimílrgh. 

"  Demson  Housk,  Vauxhall  Bridge, 
LoNDON,   S.W.,  2]st  Dcccmbcr  1910. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  relating  to  Mrs  King-Lewis'  Pamphlet,  '  Slavery 
in  the  Twentieth  Century.'  I  am  sending  a  copy  of  your 
letter  to  the  authoress,  asking  her  if  she  has  any  comments 
to  make  upon  your  letter,  in  which  case  I  will  not  fail  to 
let  you  know. 

(Signed)  "  Travers  Buxton, 
"  Secrctary." 


FROM  Lt.-Col.  J.  A.  WYLLIE,  TO  THE  SECRETARY, 
ANTI-SLAVERY.  Etc,  SOCIETY. 

"  Edixburgh,  \&th  January   1911. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Three  weeks  having  elapsed  since  you 
informed  me  that  you  had  sent  to  the  authoress  of 
'  Slavery  in  the  Twentieth  Century '  a  copy  of  my  letter 
of  18th  December  on  the  subject  of  her  misinterpretations 
and  mutilations  of  Mr  Mantero's  text,  I  take  it  that  she 
has  no  remarks  to  oífer.  But  as  the  futility  for  contro- 
versial  purposes  of  perverting  one's  opponent's  case  and 
then  demolishing  a  structure  never  erected  by  him  must 
be  obvious  to  you,  may  1  inform  the  author  of  '  Manual 
Labour  in  S.  Thomé  and  Principe '  that  the  Anti-Slavery 
and  Aborigines'  Protection  Society  no  longer  lend  their 
support  to  the  pamphlet  in   question  ? 

"  With  reference  to  the  deputation  to  Lisbon  on  which 
the  authoress  of  this  pamphlet  was  a  member,  my  Portu- 
guese  friends  have  noted  the  reply  given  by  its  Chairman 
in  Tlic  Times  of  Ist  December,  to  Mr  da  Camará  ManoeFs 
explanation  of  the  terms  upon  which  the  Provincial 
Government  accepted  the  proposed  visit.  And  they  are 
curious  to  know  how   it   was   possible  that  six  busy  people, 
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one  of  them  a  lady,  should  have  been  despatched  to  Lisbon 
armed  with  instructions  on  the  facts  of  their  own  case  so 
imperfect  that  their  Chairman  has  since  been  obliged 
publicly  to  avow  the  '  very  Httle  authentic  information  '  he 
possessed  as  to  the  reforms  in  the  methods  of  Angolan 
recruiting  eífected  by  the  law  of  17th  July  1909.  That 
law,  and  the  suspensory  degrees  following  it,  liave  been 
pubhshed  far  and  wide,  and  freely  commented  upon  by  the 
Enghsh  press ;  yet  the  foundations  of  the  case  against  S. 
Thomé  brought  by  Mrs  King-Lewis  rest  mainly  on  the 
ignoring  of  the  existence  and  enforcement  of  those  legis- 
lative  provisions. 

"  Another  pouit  concernhig  tliat  deputation.  Did  nobody 
suggest,  before  it  left  this  country,  that  the  straightforward 
coLirse  would  be  to  admit  franUly  to  Portugal  that  Great 
Britain  herself  was  by  no  means  clean-handed  in  this  very 
matter,  and  that  while  offering  advice  to  her  neighbours 
she  meant  to  set  them  an  example  by  putting  down  similar 
abuses  within  her  own  dominions?  It  is  a  matter  of  general 
comment  in  Lisbon  that  the  deputation  did  not  take  that 
line,  and  my  correspondents  suggest  that  the  Society 
responsible  for  the  mission  havc  their  attention  invitcd 
to  the  facts  narrated  in  the  two  translations  1  now 
enclose : — 

"'The     Rand,     Devourcr    of    the    Negro'     (A    CapitaU 
30th   November   1910; 

The    Serviçaes    of    S.    Thomé    and    Principe '    (Jonicil 
íío  Coiiiiiiercio,  7th  January    1911)." 


COPY  OF  SECRETARVS  REPLY. 


Denison  Housk,  Vauxhall  Buidgk  Road, 
LoNDON,  S.W.,  20th  January  1911. 

"  Dear  Sir,  —  In  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  16th 
inst.,  I  regret  that  I  failed  to  inform  you  that  I  received  a 
letter  from  Mrs  King-Lewis,  the  authoress  of  the  pamphlet 
'  SIavcry  in  the  Twentieth  Century,'  at  the  end  of  last 
month,  thanking  you  for  pointing  out  the  mistakc  in  the 
number  of  the    page,   in    the    reference   insci-tcd    at   page    10 
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of  thc  p:iinphlct.  The  words  'towards  the  close  of  this 
large  volume'  are,  of  course,  incc^rrcct.  Mrs  Lewis  asUs 
me  to  say  tliat  should  any  other  edition  be  printed  she 
woiild  mal<c  thc  nccdful  alterations  and  attend  to  your 
rcmarlis.  1  am  unablc,  liowcvcr,  to  follow  you  in  the 
other  criticisms  which  you  make  upon  the  pamphlet  in 
question. 

"As  regards  the  recent  deputation  from  this  Society 
to  Lisbon,  I  am  unaware  that  the  Chairman  publicly 
avovved  that  he  possessed  very  Httle  authentic  information 
as  to  the  reforms  effected  by  the  law  of  July  1909,  and  I 
feel  quite  sure  you  have  misunderstood  bis  statement. 
What  the  Society  has  ahvays  held  is  that  the  regulations 
were  excellent,  but  that  it  had  not  been  able  to  discover 
that  they  had  ever  been  carried  out. 

"  As  regards  the  last  paragraph  of  your  lettcr,  it  is 
impossible  to  charge  this  Society  with  neglecting  to  point 
out  abuses  which  occur  under  British  rule,  as  it  has  ahvays 
been  quite  as  forward  in  drawing  the  attention  of  our 
Government  to  proved  evils  in  British  territory  as  in  those 
of  foreign  nations. 

"  I  am  obhged  to  you  for  forwarding  copies  of  the 
translated  articles  from  Portuguese  papers, 

"  Should  you  be  able  to  call  at  this  office  at  any  time 
whcn  you  are  in  London,  to  bring  any  deíinite  point  before 
us,  either  I  or  the  Organizing  Secretary  would  be  glad  to 
see  you.— Yours  faithfuUy, 

(Signed)  "Travers  Buxtox. 

"  To   Lt.-Col.  J.  A.  Wyllie, 

38  Hope  Terrace,  Edinburgh." 


Note. — An  easy  way  out  of  a  difficulty.  The  pamphlet 
in  question  is  undisguisedly  intended  to  rouse  the  virtuous 
indignation  of  its  Enghsh  readers  against  the  Portuguese 
planters,  and  to  induce  the  former  to  subscribe  to 
a  campaign  for  the  ruin  of  the  latter.  But  it  contains, 
not  one  mutilation  or  perversion  of  the  text  of  Senhor 
Mantero's  book  (which  it  purports  to  review),  but  a 
number  of  these,  one  dove-taihng  into  the  other  so  as 
collectively  to  convey  a  meaning  the  reverse  of  the 
Portuguese  writer's.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that  these  neatly 
coincident  errors  and  omissions  were  accidental,  but  let 
that  pass  as  a  charitable  concession. 

Howcver,   when    their   existence    and   their    nature   were 
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pointed  OLit,  it  clearly  became  the  diity  of  the  Society 
responsible  for  the  publication  to  withdraw  it  from  circula- 
tion,  not  merely  for  the  saUe  of  the  Portuguese  author  thus 
misrepresented,  biit  for  that  of  its  own  good  name.  This 
it  has  neither  done  nor  promised  to  do,  as  far  as  the 
correspondence  shows;  ali  that  the  Secretary  engagcs  bcing 
that  the  authoress,  should  a  fresh  edition  be  published, 
shall  make  the  necessary  corrections  in  her  text.  It  is 
safe  to  assume  that  no  fresh  edition  will  ever  be  published, 
the  point  being  already  onc  of  ancient  history.  But  this 
is  no  satisfaction  for  the  mischief  already  done.  The 
pamphlet  may  be  quietly  dropped,  but  its  misstatements 
liave  been  given  a  wide  currency,  in  the  press  and  in 
private  circles,  and  the  correction  should  be  given  the  same 
publieity. 

The  statement  that  the  Society  does  not  neglect  abuses 
reported  as  occurring  in  British  possessions  is  not  an 
answer  to  the  question  asUed,  nor  was  that  a  charge  made 
or  implied  in  it.  The  point  was  as  to  the  special  line  of 
policy  for  the  guidance  of  the  deputation  to   Lisbon. 

J.  A.  W. 


VII.— THE    LEAGUE   OF    HONOUR 
IN    PROMISE. 


THE    LEAGUE    OF    HONOUR. 

Founded  Sept.,   1910. 

(Hon  Secretary,  Ven.  Archdeacon  B.  Potter, 
Rake  Maiior,  Milford,  Siirrey.) 


ObJECTS    OF    THE    LeAGUE. 

I. — To  educate  the  British  people,  especially  Parliamentary 
voters,  on  questions  affecting  the  honour  of  our 
country. 
II. — To  combine,  in  united  action,  the  sentiment  thus 
aroLised,  so  as  to  make  it  effective  in  influencing 
the  Government  of  the  country. 
N.B. — The  League  to  consist  of  (1)  Associates  who  only 
promise  to  read  books  recommended  by  the  Councii 
of  the  League;  (2)  of  Members,  who  promise  to  be 
guided  in  their  voting  for  ALP.s  by  the  principies 
of  the  League,  so  long  as  they  continue  to  be 
members,  these  principies  to  take  precedence  of 
party  considerations. 

Need  of  such  a  League. 
[Ahridged  for  the  prcsent  Painplilet.] 

(1)  .   .   .  30,000  (men,  women,  and  children)  massacred  in 

Adana,  Turkey. 

(2)  In  the  Belgian  Congo  for  nearly  twenty  years  the  most 

odious  system  of  oppression  in  the  annals  of  history 
has  been  going  on,  under  which  it  is  stated  on  good 
authority  that  some  millions  of  natives  have  been 
put  to  death  in  the  most  cruel  manner,  simply  to 
extort  rubber,  etc.  at  the  lowest  possible  price.  .  .  » 
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Slavery  still  goes  on  in  half  the  Congo,  though 
the  other  portion  is  now  open  to  trade  with 
other  countries/ 

(3)  In     British    South     Africa    a    system     of     "  indcntured 

labour"  prevails.  It  is  stated  on  good  authority 
that  suicides  of  indentured  labourers  are  from  ten 
to  fourteen  times  as  numerous  as  those  in  the 
countries  from   which  they  come.  .   .   . 

(4)  At    S.    Thomé,    a    system    of    slavery.   contrary    to    ali 

principies  of  Christianity  and  Civilization  has  been 
going  on   for  twenty  years. 

SUGGESTED    OuESTIONS    FOR     í^ARLIA.MENTARV    CANDIDATES. 
(SUBJECT    TO    APPROVAI-    OE    CoUNCII..) 

1. — Will   you  do  ali   in   your  power  to  put  down  any  form 
of  open  or  veiled  slavery,   even   though   voluntarily 
entered  on,  in  any  part  of  the  British  Dominions? 
II. — Will  you  vote  in  Parliament  for  action  to  be  taken  by 
our   Government  to   influence   foreign    countries  to 
keep  their  treaties  with  England,  when  the  violation 
of  them  involves  slavery,  or  forccd  labour? 
III. — Will  you  support  every  possíble  kind  of  pressure 
being    put  on    Foreign  Governments,   even    whefe 
no   treaty   rights    exist,  to    procure    the    abolition 
of  every  form   of  slavery  ? 
IV.,  &c.— 

List  of  Books. 

One  at  least  of  each  Section  to  be  read  by  ali  Associates 

and  Members  of  the  League  over  21  years  of  age. 

("Crime     of    the     Congo."  —  Sir     Conan     Doyle. 

(Hutchinson,  price  6d.) 
"Red   Rubber."— E.   I).   Morei.      (Fisher  Unwin, 
1.  -\  price  ]/-.) 

or 
"Great   Britain   and   the  Congo." — E.   D.   Morei. 
^  (Smith,  Elder  &  Co.,  price  6  -.) 


*  Note  the  antithesis,  mui  wliat  it  unconsciously  revcals.  Slavery 
versus  Rum-and-True-Kcligion  (' preparei!  expressly  for  the  West 
Africar)  Trade  "  ?  )■ 
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("The    Indians    of  South   Africa."— H.   S.    Polak. 
-j  (Thanct      Housc,     231-232     Strand,     W.C, 

(  pricc  1/6.) 


3.— &c. 


The  League  of  Honour. 


RULES. 

RuLE  I. — AU  Mciiibcrs  (not  Associates),  if  Parliamentary 
voters,  shall  obtain  either  through  the  local 
Secretary,  or  direct  from  Parliamentary 
candidates,  an  answer  in  writing  to  the 
League's  "  Questions  for  Parliamentary 
Candidates."  If  these  are  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  members  of  the  League  may  vote 
for  the  candidate.  If  not,  they  shall  submit, 
direct  or  through  the  local  Secretary,  the 
answers  given  by  the  different  candidates 
for  the  constituency,  to  the  general  Secretary 
of  the  League,  who  shall  place  the  replies 
before  his  Council.  The  member  will  then 
vote  in  accordance  with  the  decision  of  the 
Council.  The  same  rule  shall  govern  sub- 
scriptions  to  party  funds. 

Rule  II.— 
RuLE  III.— 
Rule   IV.— 

Rule  V.— 

Rule  VI. — The  object  of  the  League  is  that  Great  Britain 
shall  act  in  Home  and  Foreign  aífairs 
according  to  the  principies  of  honour,  and 
in  accordance  with  the  instincts  of  Civiliza- 
tion  and  Christianity.  That  she  shall  not 
make  war  for  a  cause  opposed  to  these 
principies,  and  that  she  will  be  willing  to 
use  the  resources  of  the  Empire  in  defence 
of  them. 

Rule  VII. — Ali  Members  and  Associates  of  the  League  are 
required  to  read  the  special  booUs  mentioned 
on  the  League's  List  of  Books.  This  list 
may  be  revised  by  the  Council  from  time  to 
time. 
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COPY    LETTER,    Ven.    Ahchdeacon    F^.    POTTER 

TO    LlEUT.-CoLONEL     WYLLIE. 


"  Rakk  Manor,   Mili-oki). 

"SuRRHV,  [ilst  Miiy   1911. 

"  League  oi-   Honour. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  sendinjí  you  an  abi-idged  report  of 
the  meeting  yesterday  which  I  think  shoued  mucli  feeling 
in  favour  of  our  aims  and  worU.  An  Advisory  Council  was 
formed  to  guide  and  push  forward  the  work,  and  its  first 
meeting  is  to  be  held  at  Denison  House,  Vauxhall  Bridge 
Road,  S.W.,  on  14th  Jiine,  at  3  p.m.  May  I  inckide  your 
name  among  the  members  of  the  Council  ?  Attendance 
once  a  year  would   be  sufficient  qualification. 

"  Kindly  do  not  trouble  t(i  reply  unless  the  answer  is 
affirmative. 

"  With  sincere  gratitude  for  your  valued  sympathy.  —  I  am, 
yoLirs  faithfully, 

(Signed)  "  Bhresfohd  Potter." 

To   Lieut.-Col.  Wyllie. 


EXTRACT    FROM    LETTER   to    Coi..    WVLLIE.     i-rom 
The  Ven.   Archdeacon   POTTER. 

Rakk  Manor,   Milford, 

SURRF.V,     l.S-^   JlIUC     1911. 

"Dear  Col.  Wyllie,—  ...  I  am  so  glad  that  a  "  true 
perspective"  is  coming  out  of  our  work  ...  1  am  writmg 
to  the  Archbishop  and  have  informed  him  that  you  say 
the  League's  Conference  promises  to  bear  fruit.  I  strongly 
agree  with  your  line.  Gct  British  agents  or  companies  to 
either  agree  or  to  oppose  Portuguese  use  of  Liberian  free 
labour,  and  if  the  latter  occurs.  circulate  it.  throl-oh 
THH  Portuguese  Authoritiiís  and  (j()\i:rnmi-:nt  to  the 
British    Government,    and    the    British    Press.      You   will 
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achicvc    a    grcat    result    if    you    force  the    hand    of    monied 

intcrcsts    in    favour   of    Liberian    free  labour   in    S.   Thomé. 

That    is    the    goal,    believc    me.     We  wiU    help    you    ali    \ve 
can.  — YoLirs  very  sincerely, 

(Signeci)  "  Beresfohd  Potter." 


Note. — This  is  cxactly  what  has  now  occurred,  and 
we  are  accordingly  acting  as  advised  by  Archdeacon  Potter; 
hence  this  pamphlet. 

F-.  M. 

J.  A.  W. 


COPY   LETTER,   Lieut.-Colonel  WYLLIE  to  The  Ven. 
Archdeacon   B.    POTTER. 

"Edixburgh,  3rd  Jinic   1911. 

"  Dear  Archdeacon  Potter, — As  the  report  of  the  meeting 
has  not  appeared  in  the  morning  papers  of  to-day  (Saturday) 
I  presume  it  has  not  yet  been  published.  On  the  off-chance 
that  I  may  still  be  in  time  to  overtake  it,  I  would  ask 
you  as  a  great  favour  to  send  to  say  ten  or  twelve  of  the 
leading  papers,  the  enclosed  paragraph  in  substitution  of 
that  originally  drafted  by  you.  The  point  is  an  important 
ene  to  us.  .  .  . 

I  shall  be  happy  to  serve  on  the  Advisory  Committee  ; 
I  am  doubtful,  however,  as  to  being  able  to  return  to  town 
14th  current.  I  shall,  moreover,  be  abroad  for  six  months 
of  the  coming  winter,  but  will  attend  at  least  one  meeting 
before   I   go. 

(Signed)   "J.  A.  Wyllie. 


"Amended  Report  of  Speech.  Col.  Wyllie,  speaking 
in  defence  of  the  Portuguese  planters,  stated  that  the 
system  of  indentured  labour  in  Natal  was  much  worse  than 
that  at  S.  Thomé,  the  planters  in  the  latter  place  treating 
their  labourers  with  great  kindness.  Col.  Wyllie  did  not 
deny  that  great  evils  used  to  (Kcur  during  the  journey  from 
the  African    interior  to  the  coast.   but   he  claimed  that  the 
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Portuguese  (S.  Thomé)  planters  had  no  juristiiction  in  those 
regions,  and  were  conseciuently  not  responsihle  for  tlu'  evils  ; 
moreover  that  the  vicious  system  of  recruitment  under 
which  they  used  to  occur  had  been  abolished  by  Govern- 
ment Decree  of  July   1909.  " 


COPY    LETTER,    Yen.    Archdeaco.n    B.    POTTER 

TO    LlEUT.-CoLO.NEL     WYLLIE. 

"  Uake  .Manor. 

'■  MiLFORD,     SlRREY, 

(received  28//i|  "Jiinc   1911. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  am  sending  yoii  a  stateinent  piitting  forth 
the  basis  on  which  1  am  proposing  that  the  Advisory  Council 
of  the  League  of  Honour  shall  stand.  I  think  vou  will  see 
that  it  is  necessary  to  guard  against  any  (jverthrow  of  the 
main  principies  of  the  League,  especially  at  meetings,  where 
only  a  few  might  be  present. 

"  Should  you  not  be  able  to  accept  the  scheme  as  it 
stands,  I  will  giadly  consider  any  alterations  you  may  suggest, 
but  I  should  be  grateful  if  you  would  Uindly  say  whether, 
in  case  it  is  not  found  possible  to  accept  these  alterations, 
you  are  prepared  to  take  office  on  the  terms  proposed. — 
Believe  me,  yours  very  faithfully, 

"  Beresford   Potter. 

"  P.S. — 1  enclose  an  extract*from  an  Australian  paper, 
touching  on  the  treatment  of  blacks   in   that  Country." 


Rcproduccd  amonfí  (.lociimcnts  of  Phnsc  \'!!!.  bclow. 
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COPY    LI£TTER,   I.ii-ut.-Colonel  WYLLIE  to  Thh  Vhn. 
Akchdeacon    B.    POTTER. 

"  ;íS  Hoi'1-;  Ti:rhaci-:, 
"  Edinburgh,  29fli  Jiiiic   1911. 

"  To  The  Hon.  Secretary,  League  of  Honour, 
Rake   Manor,   Milford. 

'*  Dear  Sir, — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  circulai-  letter  of 
the  CLirrent  nionth,  and  note  tliat  you  invite  suggestions. 
May   I   offer  two  ? 

"  (a)  Associates  who  ONLY  promise  to  read  books 
recommended.  Woukl  it  not  be  better  to  substitute  some 
less  anibiguoLis  word  than  this  ?  It  has  to  my  Unowledge 
frightened  away  more  than  one  possible  recruit,  and  has 
been  criticised,  I  think  under  a  misapprehension  of  what 
it  is  intended  to  convey,  botli  in  the  press  and  privately. 
If  it  really  means  that  the  League  propose  to  restrict  the 
reading  of  their  subscribers  to  certain  speciíied  books  and 
no  others,  the  liberty-loving  Briton  will  take  bis  subscription 
elsewhere  and   say  no  more  about  it. 

"  (b)  At  S.  THOME  a  system  of  slavery  contrary  to 
the  principies  of  Christianity  and  Civilisation  has  been 
going  on  for  twenty  years.  Is  this  not  an  oversight — a 
reprint  of  an  earher  error?  You  surely  mean  "  in  Angola," 
not  "  AT  S.  Thoaié"?  To  repeat  the  latter  statement,  in  the 
face  of  the  known  facts,  is  not  merely  to  endorse  a  falsehood, 
but  it  is  defamatory  of  a  most  meritorious  community. 
Unless  you  are  prepared  to  stigmatise  in  the  same  terms 
the  whole  tropical  labour  of  our  own  colonies,  there  is 
nothing  at  S.  Thomé  which  can  be  called  "slavery",  and 
the  addition  of  the  allusion  to  "  the  principies  of  Christianity 
and  Civilisation  "  will  provoke  the  bitterest  (and  I  may  say 
the  most  justifiable)  resentment  on  the  part  of  those  whom 
the  League  has  with  some  difficulty  succeeded  in  enlisting 
as  its  allies  ;  of  those,  moreover,  without  whose  aid  and 
co-operation  no  useful  work  in  this  direction  will  ever  be 
accomplished.  I  trust  that  the  League,  before  it  is  too 
late,  will  give  this  matter  its  most  earnest  attention,  if  the 
repetition  of  the  statement  is  not  (as  I  believe  it  to  be)  a 
mere  oversight  in   revision  of  the  proofs. 

(Signed)  "J.  A.  Wvllie." 
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COPY  LETTER  fro.m  Lifat-Coi.onei.  J.  A.  WVLLIE 
TO  THE  SECRETARY,  ANTI  -  SLAVERV  AXD 
ABORIGINES'  PROTECTIOX  SOCIHTV,  Dkmson 
HousE,   Vauxhall   Bhidgk   Road,    Lo.noon,   S.W. 


"Edinburgh,  2fi//í  Jiiuc   ISIII. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

"'A  Modern  Slavery.' 

"  I  am  requested  by  tlie  Editor,  Rc/oniia,  Lisbon,  to 
furnish  vou  with  the  enclosed  copy  of  bis  issue  of  the  2()th 
instant,  and  a  translation  of  the  article  therein,  headed, 
"O  Nosso  Pleito  perante  o  Tribunal  de  Honra,  de  Londres," 
the  original  of  which,  with  a  copy  of  this  letter,  is  being 
addressed  t(í  the  Honorary  Secretary,  League  of  Honour, 
for  such  attention  as  the  latter  Society  may  dêem  advisable. 

"  This  copy  is  being  sent  to  you  so  that  your  Society 
may  deal  with  Mr  Nevinson  as  one  of  its  accredited  agents. 
As  your  Society  is  apparently  prepared  to  defend  the  worU 
in  question  as  substantially  accurate,  it  will  presumably 
give  the  author  of  "A  Modern  Slavery"  due  noticc  of  the 
matters  charged  against  him,  for  its  own  protection. — 
I   am,    Dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully. 


(Signcd)    ".I.    A.    Wni.i.ii-:. 


Note. — We  refrain  from  reprinting  the  Rcfornia's  indict- 
ment  of  Mr  Nevinson's  work,  as  we  do  not  want  to  deprive 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  on 
its  own  account,  accompanied  by  such  apology,  explanation, 
or  defence  as  it  may  have  to  offer  for  the  "  substantially 
accurate"  assertions  of  Mr  Nevinson.  We  d<»  not  wish  to 
hurry  it ;  we  only  note  the  absencc  of  any  sign  of  activity 
in   this  direction,  up  to  date  of  our  publicatioii  ÍSept.   1911). 
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COPV    LHTTRR,    LiHUT.-Coi.oNfíL  WYLLIE  to  The  Ven. 
Archi)i-:ac()N   B.   POTTHR. 

"  Edimílrcii,   (S//)  Jnly    1911. 

"Doar  Arclidcacon  Potter,  —  Thanks  for  the  draft 
amendment  you  proposc  to  maUe  in  your  printed  circular. 
The  latter,  I  now  undcrstand,  was  only  a  remainder  from 
youi'  original   stock,   not  a   reprint. 

"  In  answcr  to  your  question,  let  me  say  1  sliall  be  happy 
to  serve  oii  your  Advisory  Committee  whether  you  amend 
your  circular  or  not,  and  irrespective  of  the  wording  of 
that  amendment,  if  made.  Of  course  I  see  you  do  not 
asU  me  to  support  this  particular  amendment.  Aly 
suggestion  to  you  was  simply  that  you  should  substituta 
the  word  "Angola"  for  "  S.  Thomé "  in  the  original, 
leaving  out  the  allusion  to  the  latter  colony.  Why  ílog 
a  dead  horse  ? 

"  Membership  of  the  Advisory  Committee,  I  take  it, 
merely  implies  agreement  with  the  general  pi-inciples  of 
the  League,  and  willingness  to  advise  on  points  of  fact 
within  the  member's  personal  competence.  Thus  as  I  am 
familiar  with  the  question  of  coloured  indentured  labour 
in  its  practical  aspect,  and  with  the  special  case  of 
S.  Thomé,  it  would  seem  my  duty,  even  if  I  find  myself 
a  single  dissentient  in  your  councils,  to  say  what  I  know 
or  think.  1  only  abandon  that  position  when  it  becomes 
hopeless  and  a  waste  of  time.  This  I  trust  will  not  occur. 
But  ...  I  take  it  you  do  not  want  to  lose  ali  the 
ground  you  have  gained  with  the  Portuguese.  Confining 
myself  to  the  mere  tactical  aspect,  even  if  we  think  the 
facts  as  black  as,  or  still  blacker  than,  they  are  here 
depicted,  we  must  remember  what  Sir  Edward  Grey  told 
the  Anti-Slavery  party  in  Parliament  the  other  day  (please 
study  the  original  text,  and  not  other  people's  readings  of 
it),  namely : 

'  (i.)  That  Britain  has  no  right,  by  treaty,  convention, 
or  otherwise,  to  enforce  her  views  (or  rather  those  of  the 
humanitarian   party)  upon   Portugal  in  West  Africa; 

(ii.)  That  so  long  as  the  existing  regulations  are 
enforced  by  Portugal  (and  she  does  enforce  them,  the 
misstatement  that  300  Angolan  scrvicacs  have  been  recruited 
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for,  or  imported  into,  S.  Thomé  having  bcen  sliown  up  for 
what  it  is),  there  are  not  evcn  moi-al  grounds  for  addrcssing 
Portugal  on  the  subject. 

"  Very  well.  Suppose  the  Portuguese,  sicU  unto  death, 
as  I  know  them  to  be,  of  this  ill-informed  humbug  (1  use 
the  word  advisedly,  for  it  /í>  humbug  when,  as  admitted  by 
the  Anti-Slavery  Society  itself,  xndc  Standard  and  Daily 
News  of  4th  July,  our  own  British  negrões,  in  order  to 
escape  slavery  in  a  British  West  African  colony,  have  to 
take  refuge  under  the  Spanish  Flag,  and  in  an  island  of 
the  very  same  group  as  S.  Tliomé),  were  to  turn  round 
upon  us  and  say  '  Please  mind  your  own  business  ;  \\e 
understand  ours  better  than  you  do !  "  What  could  \vc 
say  or  do  in  reply  ?  There  is  no  sanction  behind  our 
outcry — \ve  should  only  have  to  retire  from  an  untenable 
position.  Not  being  myself  a  Portuguese  subject,  1  have 
no  right  to  state  that  Portugal  will  or  \vill  not  assume 
this  attitude  ;  ali  I  can  say  is  that  should  she  do  so,  she 
may  command  my  hearty  support  in   your  Council. 

(Signed)   "J.  A.  Wvi.lii-:. 


^' P.S. — Would  you  mind  giving  me  a  short  formal 
acknowledgment  of  the  copy  of  the  Rcfoniia  of  20th  ultimo, 
with  original  and  translation  of  its  article  entitled  "  O  Nosso 
Pleito  Perante  o  Tribunal  de  Honra,"  which  the  Editor 
of  that  paper  may  publish  for  his  readers'  information  ? 
The  Anti-Slavery  Society  have  made  no  sign,  and  probably 
do  not  intend  to  maUe  any  till   forced  to  do  so. 

"J.  A.  W." 


CORRESPONDENCE     PUBLISHED     BV     THE 
REFORMA,  LisBON  (Ist  Auoust   1910. 

"Our    Plaint    bhi-ork   thh   Tribunal   of    Honour  : 
Anti-Slavery  on  thi-:   Dhi-e\sivi-:. 

"As  the  following  correspondence  tells  its  own   tale,  wc 
leave   it  to   do   so,   supplemented    only   by   such    explanation 

as  may  be  indispcnsable   for  the   tilling  of  gaps. 
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C()i'V    Lhtthk",   Archdeacon    B.    I^ottbr    to 
LicLit.-Coloncl   Wyllib. 

Kake  Manor,  Milford, 

SuRREY,  7th  Jiíly   1911. 

"  Dcar  Coloncl  Wyllie, —  1  did  receive  from  you  some 
time  bacU  the  translation  of  the  Reforma,  Lisbon,  20th  June 
1911,  also  1  believe  the  original  '  Anti-Slavery :  Our  Suit 
before  the  Tribunal  of  Honour,   London  '. 

"  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  easy  to  realise  the  difficulties 
of  my  present  position.  I  can  only  do  my  best.  I  have 
read  as  carefully  as  possible  what  you  sent  me,  and  a 
considerablc  portion  of  Senhor  Mantero's  book.  But  I 
cannot  read  everything,  and  even  if  I  could,  I  have  not  the 
means  of  deciding  on  many  points  between  rival  authorities. 
Will  you  be  so  kind  as  return  the  proposed  alteration  ;  also 
the  enclosed,  and  .tell  me  which  you  prefer  ?  As  you  say, 
1  cannot  ask  you  to  approve ;  nor  indeed  can  I  ask  any  one. 
By  the  scheme  I  have  made  myself  responsible,  as  I  was 
bound  to  do,  for  deciding  on  a  form  of  alteration  to  submit 
to  the  Advisory  Council.  I  must  take,  and  do  take,  ali  the 
blame  for  any  inaccuracies;  and  1  am  never  above  apologising 
if   I   make  mistakes. 

"  As  regards  Nevinson,  he  is  not  on  the  Advisory  Council, 
nor  is  he  a  member,  associate,  or  subscriber  to  the  League. 
As  regards  yourself,  I  am  very  glad  that  you  join,  because  it 
looks  well  when  a  man  joins  a  scheme  with  ali  the  details  of 
which  he  does  not  agree.  And  1  feel  that  your  joining  the 
Advisory   Council   will  be  a  very  good  thing. 

"  Please  let  me  repeat :  I  am  publishing  horrors  in 
Austrália  (British  territory) — 1  cannot  therefore  whitewash 
Portugal.  Portugal  must  have  been  to  blame  in  admitting 
Angola  seriHçaes*     And  any  system  which  destroys  liberty 

*  A  hopeless  confusion  of  ideas.  It  is  not  a  question  of  white- 
washing  Portugal,  but  of  ceasing  to  blacUwash  the  planters  of 
>S.  Tltoiíu'  mui  Príncipe.  Archdeacon  Potter  and  his  Council  Icnow 
pcrfectly  wcll  by  now  that  though  not  a  single  scr-ciçal  has  been 
siiippcd  from  Angola  to  the  cacao  islands  for  two  years,  the  Central 
African  slavc-trade  goes  on  as  nicrrily  as  ever.  They  confess  this  to 
be  so.  Yet  dcspite  its  proved  futility  (as  far  as  any  good  to  the  negro 
is  concerned),  the  wirc-pullers  behind  the  sccnes  have  decreed  that 
the  cnmpaign  shall  continue — against  the  cacao-growers  of  S.  Thome 
and  Príncipe.  We  ask  them  to  come  out  into  the  open  and  explain 
wh\-. 
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(even  indentured  labour)  is  liable  to  grievous  cvil  rcsults 
in  the  case  of  men  who  are  cruel  by  natiirc.  Slavery 
was  not  an  evil  in  the  worst  slave-days  in  the  case 
of  good  masters;  but  it  opened  the  way  to  grievous 
crimes. 

"  Please  return  enclosed  with  your  comments  as  soon 
as  you  can.  1  will  .  .  .  gladly  see  Mr  de  \'alda  here 
(on  Liberian  labour  recruiting)  .  .  .  Wednesday  or  Friday. 
Will  you  ask  him  to  write  ? 

(Signedj  "  B.  PoTTER." 


"  Second   Draft  a.mhnd.ment  by   Archdeacon    Pottek 
(7:7:11). 

"(4)   Change   S.  Thomé  to  Angola,  and  add  : — 

'  At  S.  Thomé  we  believe  recruiting  from  Angola  has 
now,  for  some  time,  ceased.  While  it  existed  it  was  acconi- 
panied  by  great  evils  especially  in  the  journey  to  the  coast. 

"  Although,  among  the  planters,  are  many  humane  men, 
the  prevailing  conditions  gave  enormous  powers  to  men,  not 
humane,  to  exercise  cruelty. 

"The  death-rate  was  excessively  high,  and  the  liirth-rate 
excessively   low. 

"  Efforts  are  now  bcing  made  to  procuic  free  Liberian 
labour  which  the  planters  say  would  have  been  procured 
before  but  for  the  hindrances  caused  by  British  com- 
mercial  interests. 


"  In   the  list  of  books,   insert  under  No  (1.), 

Labour   in    Portuguese    West    Africa,'    by   W.   A. 
Cadbury  (Routledge,  3d.l." 
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CoPY    Lbttek    Lieut.-Colonel    J.    A.    Wyllik    t(j    The    Ven. 
Archdeacon   Potteh. 

8//;  Jiily    1911. 

"  Dear  Archdeacon  Potter, — I  answered  your  post-card 
of  the  7th  by  telegram  this  morning.  If  my  wire  reached 
yoLi  unmutilated  you  will  find  that  what   I   said  was  this  : — 

Reply  to  yours  4th  contained  in  mine  6th  and  7th. 
Am  vvilling  join  Council,  paragraph  disputed  notwithstand- 
ing,  to  which  I  offer  amendment.  Letter  confirmatory 
follows.' 

"  I  want  to  help  you ;  and  I  don't  want  to  create  an 
impasse.  My  suggestion  for  a  way  out  of  the  present 
difficulty  is  this  : — 

"That  you  (or,  by  your  leave,  that  I)  propose  an  amend- 
ment of  your  original  circular  in  the  terms  of  Draft  A, 
enclosed  ; 

"That  you  foUow  it  up  with  a  supplementary  amendment 
as  per  Draft  B,  also  enclosed  (worded  of  course  as  you 
please) ; 

"  That  you  give  your  Council  by  confidential  circular,  or 
preferably  by  word  of  mouth  at  the  first  meeting  called  to 
deal  with  the  case,  the  necessary  explanations  of  our  reasons 
for  the  changes. 

"  You  will  see  that  I  have  adopted  the  sense  of  the 
closing  paragraph  of  your  draft  amendment,  amplifying  it 
by  the  fact,  not  alluded  to  by  you,  of  free  Mozambique 
recruitment  now  in  vigour,  and  have  incorporated  it  in 
present  Draft  A.  Also  that  I  have  retained  and  transferred 
to  Draft  B,  exactly  as  they  stand  in  your  draft  amendment 
of  4th  July,  your  first  and  second  paragraphs  relating  to 
Angola. 

"  The  first  advantage  of  this  procedure  is  that  you  give 
the  planters  of  S.  Thomé  a  chance,  which  your  predecessors 
in  the  campaign  were  reluctant  to  do,  of  worUing  out  their 
own  salvation  upon  the  lines  which  Mantero,  De  Valda,  you, 
and  I  have  discussed  frankly,  and  mutually  agreed  upon ; 
we    Britishers    abstaining    meanwhile    from    that    irritating 
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tone  of  censure  (duc  largely  to  ignorance  of  Portuguese 
public  opinion)  which  comes  badly  from  a  nation  whose 
past,  and  apparently  our  present  too,  is  by  no  means  a  clean 
sheet. 

"The  second  advantage  is  that  you  raise  a  fair  and 
square  issue  of  principie  with  Angola  —  the  Portuguese 
province  you  hold  responsible  for  (to  state  it  justly  to  the 
Portuguese)  the  failure  to  repress  the  barbarity  of  African 
to  brother-African,  and,  to  some  extent,  the  complicity  of 
Portuguese  subjects  with  that  barbarity  from  motives  of 
profit. 

When  I  say  the  issue  is  a  fair  and  square  one,  I 
have  in  my  mind  a  pamphlet  I  have  received  from  its 
author,  General  Barata  Feio,  which  I  have  not  yet  had 
time  to  turn  into  English,  but  will  do  so  shí^rtly  ;  a  pamphlet 
undertaking  the  defence,  on  principie,  of  the  system  of  forced 
labour  in  Angola  without  any  pretence  that  it  is  other  than 
forced  labour.  Nothing  could  be  clearer  than  the  position 
he  assumes  in  the  matter ;  and  as  your  League  is  opposed 
to,  or  at  least  keenly  criticai  of,  ali  forced  labour,  here  we 
have  ali  the  materiais  for  a  rational  and  (let  us  hope)  an 
impersonal  and  fruitful  debate,  conducted  on  lines  worthy 
of  the  canons  of  fair-play  laid  down  by  the  League  for  its 
own  governance. 

"  My  object,  you  will  thus  see,  is  to  secure  a  fair  hcaring 
for  ali  possible  sides,  excluding  ali  bitterness  and  humbug. 
What  we  want  to  arrive  at  is  not  a  foregone  conclusion, 
but  a  thorough  revision  of  the  subject  in  accordance  with 
twentieth-century  facts  and  conditions.  1  hope  I  make  my 
meaning  clear. 

(Signed)  "J.  A.  Wvli.ie. 


"A.MEND.MENT    A. 

It  is  proposed  :  — 
"That    for    the    words     '  at     S.     Tho.mk,     a    system     of 
slavery  .   .   .   etc,  .   .   .   twenty  years '  there  be  substituted  : — 

"  '  In  Angola,  a  system  .  .  .  etc for   pcrhaps  one 

hundred  years.' 

"And  that  the  paragraph  be  continued  thus: — 
"  '  For  two  years  past,  so  the  League  are  credibly  infoi-med. 
no  Angolan  labour  has  becn   imported  into  S.  Thomé  ;  and 
I 
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alth()U,L;li  thc  ( joxcrnnicnt  <>í  Portuj^al  is  reported  to  have 
within  thc  currciit  month  sanctioned  recruitment  of  labcnir 
in  Aiifíola  Lindcr  reformed  conditions,  S.  Thomé  does  not 
mean  to  avail  itsclf  of  this  uniess  compelled  by  British 
competinjí  interests  in  the  labour  marUet  to  do  so.  British 
commercial  influence  in  West  Africa  has  in  the  past,  it  is 
complaincd  by  the  Portuííuese,  defeated  the  S.  Thomé 
planters'  efforts  to  obtain  frce  labour  on  that  coast,  and 
to  a  similar  competition  of  British  interests  they  ascribe 
the  scantiness  of  their  present  supply  of  excellent  free  labour 
from  East  Africa  (Alozambiciue),  which  they  infinitely  prefer 
to  that  from  Angola. 

They  therefore  scek  the  support  of  this  League 
to  their  efforts  to  retain  the  present  supply  from 
Mozambique  and  to  supplement  it  from  other  sources 
equally  above  suspicion.' " 

J.  A.  W. 
8:7:11. 


VIII.— DWELLERS     IN     GLASS     HOUSIÍS. 


Note  by  Translatok. — Cliauvinism  is  not  I^atriotisiu, 
but  even  if  it  were,  there  is  notliing  to  sqiiirni  at  in  what 
follows ;  full  confession  is  good  for  the  soul,  and  tliesc  are 
the  confessions  of  our  own   British  and   Colonial    Press. 


FROM    SOUTH  AFRICAN   NEWS,  28th  .lANLAin-    1910. 

{Re-tniiislatcd  froiii   the  Purtiigiicse  vcrsion.) 

"  Sir, — In  the  leading  article  appearing  in  your  issue  of 
the  13th  inst.,  under  the  heading  '  Incredible  Seandals ', 
you  refer  to  alleged  abuses  praetised  under  the  famous 
Mozambique  Treaty,  hurriedly  passed  by  the  Transvaal 
Government  in  the  interest  of  the  Rand  mining  houses. 
Any  one  acquainted  with  the  methods  eniployed  in  obtaining 
native  labour  from  Portuguese  Hast  Afriea,  Icnows  that  the 
labour  agents  are  paid  by  results,  and  the  petty  ehiefs  or 
headmen  of  kraals  are  paid  at  so  mueh  per  native  supplied 
to  the  agent.  The  native  is  not  eonsiiltcd,  aiul  eloes  not 
know  what  wages  he  is  to  i'eceive  for  iiis  worli  until  he 
reaches  the  eompound  on  the  Rand,  w  here  eacli  batch  is 
elassified  and  the  Portuguese  passport  t)f  eaeh  native  is 
stamped  with  the  amount  of  wages  the  oFfieials  eonsider  he 
ought  to  receive — usually  forty  shillings  per  inonth  of 
thirty  working  days,  for  natives  who  have  previously  worked 
on  the  mines;  thirty  shillings  for  strong  able-bodied  natives 
who  are  new  to  mine  work ;  and  Hfteen  shillings  for 
*  piceanninies,'  or  yoimg   Kafíirs. 
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"The  gangs,  or  batches,  are  then  sent  to  the  different 
mines  where  labotir  is  wanted,  and  then  the  Government 
native  labour  inspector  issues  to  each  native  a  Transvaal 
passport,  and  informs  him  of  the  terms  of  contract  and 
rate  of  pay.  The  native  can  offer  no  objection,  and  is 
absolutely  at  the  mercy  of  his  employers  during  his  term 
of  contract.  Can  you  wonder  that  such  a  system  can  give 
rise  to  grave  abuses  ? 

"  1  do  not  wish  to  infcr  that  the  Portuguese  authorities 
are  cognisant  of  the  methods  employed  in  obtaining  native 
labour  in  their  territories,  but  the  fact  remains  that  the 
larger  the  number  of  natives  sent  forward  every  month  the 
greater  the  revenue  according  to  the  agreement  under  the 
Mozambique  Treaty. 

"As  regards  the  treatment  of  natives  on  the  mines,  one 
often  hears,  in  the  semi-darkness  of  the  underground  vaults 
— Ughted  by  dim  candle-hght  only,  where  the  natives  work 
—  a  pitiful  cry  of  pain  and  agony,  and  on  enquiry  one  hears 
that  it  is  only  the  cry  of  a  Kulaman  (Ouilimane)  native 
who  is  lashed  by  the  '  boss-boy '  for  not  working  properly. 
The  mine  managers,  in  their  eagerness  to  cut  down 
expenses,  allow  one  white  overseer  to  supervise  up  to  150 
natives,  distributed  over  from  five  to  ten  different  working 
places  in  small  gangs,  under  a  native  '  boss-boy.'  The 
'  boss-boys,'  chosen  from  the  ranks  of  the  more  intelligent 
native  races,  have  no  sympathy  or  pity  for  the  poor 
emaciated  newcomers,  who  for  months  after  arriving  from 
the  warm,  generous  climate  of  the  coasts,  suffer  from  a 
cough  caught  in  transit  to  the  higher  altitude  and  colder 
climate  of  the  Rand. 

"  It  very  often  happens  that  a  native  has  to  put  in 
forty  to  fifty  working  days  before  his  first  thirty-days'  pay 
ticket  is  full,  which  will  enable  him  to  draw  his  first 
pay,  less  the  price  of  clothing,  etc,  supplied  and  issued 
to  him  by  the  officials  as  soon  as  he  passes  the  Transvaal 
frontier.  Although  the  native  is  under  contract  for  a 
fixed  period  at  a  tíxed  rate  of  pay  per  month  of  thirty 
working  days,  he  is  put  to  task  work,  and  is  refused 
his  daily  pay  ticket  unless  his  master  is  satisfied  that  he 
has  completed  his  allotted  task.  No  wonder  that  the 
free-born  natives  of  the  British  Colonies  object  to 
mine  work  on  the  Rand.  and  wili  often  suffer  great 
privations,  through  the  failurc  of  their  crops  during  bad 
seasons,  before  they  decide  to  seek  work  on  the  Rand 
mines.      I    must   say  that,  from   what   I   can  gather   without 
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actual  expcrience,  the  system  at  De  Becrs  in  Kimberley  is 
most  satisfactory,  and  Colonial  nativos  are  eager  to  seek 
work  where  they  receive  fair  wages  and  humane  treatment. 
The  English  people,  who  love  to  show  their  syinpathy  with 
the  oppressed  and  wronged  of  foreign  countries  hy  refusing 
the  cheering  breakfast  cup  of  cocoa  because  it  is  alleged 
that  the  plantations  in  West  Africa  are  worked  by  slave 
labour,  cannot  be  aware  that  the  gold  and  dividends 
from  the  gold  mines  on  the  Rand  are  obtained  by  em- 
ployment  of  servile  labour,  the  recruiting  of  which  is 
legalised  and  ratified  by  a  treaty  signed  by  the  Kings 
representative.  If  the  Union  Government  is  to  start  on 
a  clean  sheet,  the  tirst  Parliament  should,  immediately  on 
assembling,  appoint  a  Commission  to  enquire  into  the 
working  of  the  Mozambique  Treaty  and  the  treatment  of 
natives  on  the  Rand,  and  submit  a  full  report  to  the 
Imperial  Government  with  a  request  for  the  immediate 
cancellation   of  the  obnoxious  agreement. — 1   am,  etc.. 


(Signed)  "  G.   Henry  Somers. 


"GoNG-GoNG,  Barklv  West, 
24flt  Janiiary   1910." 


[RE-TRÀSSl.Á  TIOW] 

EXTRACTS     FRO.M    A     LECTURE    Di-:i.ivi-:hi-:i)    u\    thk 
Vex.       Archdeacox        BERESFORI)       P()TTEK\ 

HOXORARY         SeCRETARV,         LeAC.LE         OI-         HoXOLR,        AT 

Caxtox  Hall,  Westminster,  ox  the  18th 
NovE.MBER  1910.  [From  the  Pa.mphlet,  "Great 
Britain,  Slaverv  axi)  Coxtract  Lahoir  in  the 
Twentieth  Centlrv." 

".  .  .  The  Rev.  J.  H.  Harris,  in  his  review,  published  in 
the  Daily  Chroiiiclc,  of  the  report  of  Lord  Sanderson's 
Committee  on  coolie  labour  in  our  Crown  Colonies  and 
Protectorates  writes: — wages  are  generally  less  than  a 
shilling  per  day,  and  per  day  means  per  task.  Wages  in 
Trinidad  come  out  approximately  to  four  shillings  a  week. 
Contracts  for    Fiji   are   for  five   years,  but   the  coolie  has   to 
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worli    live    ycars    lonj^cr     in    the    colony    bef(jre    hc    can    be 
yraiited  a  free   passajíc  back  to  his  native  land,   índia. 

"In  «Jamaica  thc  initial  contract  is  for  five  years ;  wben 
this  period  is  up  bc  is  considered  ludf-free  for  another  term 
of  similar  duration.  Tben  hjcal  muniHccnce  allows  bim  to 
return  to  índia  provided  be  pays  a  third  of  tbe  passage 
of  tbe  women  of  bis  family  and  balf  of  bis  own.  Tbe  same 
system  prevails  now  in  Bi-itisb  Guiana.  From  1895  to  1898, 
men  paid  a  quarter  of  tbeir  passage  money  and  women  a 
sixtb.  From  1898  or  1899  onwards,  they  are  compelled  to 
pay  balf  and  one-tbird  of  tbeir  passages.  Mr  Harris  tells  us 
tbat  tbe  task  is  at  tbe  discretion  of  the  employer  in  Fiji, 
and  tbat  one  of  tbe  principal  difficulties  is  to  prevent 
employers  abusing  tbis  right.  It  is  said  tbat  in  Trinidad 
it  often  takes  two  days  to  finish  a  task  that  ought  only 
to  last  a  single  day.  Tbus,  in  tbirty  per  ccnt.  of  tbe 
cases,  tbe  wages  are  reduced  to  less  tban  tbe  minimum 
of   sixpence  a  day. 

"Tbe  statistics  of  1907-8  sbow  convictions  against 
coolies  for  malingering.  In  Britisb  Guiana,  one-tbird  of 
the  labourers  have  been  charged  witb  this  offence.  In 
Trinidad  one-sixth  have  been  convicted  of  it.  In  Fiji  one- 
sixtb  bave  been  charged.  Conviction  implies  tbeir  treat- 
ment  as  criminais,  and  prolongs  tbe  contract,  wbicb  is 
apparently  the  object  of  tbe  proceeding. 

"The  contracts  in  índia  are  signed  by  half-starving 
men,  w  ho  do  not  understand  wbat  they  are  doing,  and  the 
agent  is  paid  according  to  tbe  number  of  men  he  engages. 
It  may  be  that  he  does  not  employ  force,  but  \ve  cannot 
justify  tbe  conventional  system  under  wbicb  atrocities  are 
committed,  for  tbe  novice  professes  free  will,  not  knowing 
the  future  tbat  is  awaiting  bim. 

"  By  the  law  of  1891,  if  an  Indian  labourer  is  found 
more  tban  a  mile  from  his  master's  house,  without  a 
written  license,  he  may  be  arrested,  taken  back  to  his 
master,  ali  expenses  being  recovered  from  his  pay  (approxi- 
mately  sixpence  a  day).  This  penalty  is  not  applicable  if  tbe 
Indian  is  on  bis  way  to  lodge  a  complaint  of  ill-treatment, 
but  it  applies  if  the  magistrate  does  not  admit  tbe  complaint. 
As  the  magistrates  are  often  friends  of  the  planters,  it  is  easy 
to  imagine  wbat  may  occur.  Our  recent  grant  of  autonomy 
to  South  Africa  has  more  and  more  had  tbe  eíTect  of 
expressly  excluding  Indians  and  natives  from  any  share  in 
the  Government,  tbougb  in  Cape  Colony  the  native  always 
had   a  vote.     Consequently   there   is   no  one   in    tbe   South 
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African  Parliament  who  lias  any  interest  in  defending  the 
coolies.  As  the  principal  ambition  of  the  contracted  Indian 
is  to  save  enough  of  money  to  go  back  to  Índia  at  the  end 
of  íive  years,  it  seems  cruel  to  be  constantly  fining  hini  as 
is  done ;  hence  in  the  year  1907  the  average  savings  of 
these  poor  people  amounted  to  £8,  5s.  2d.  per  head  for 
five  years'  service.  He  is  also  fined  £3  per  annuni  for 
each  member  of  his  family,  himself  included,  if  he  remains 
in  South  Africa  ;  thus  it  is  not  to  be  surprised  at  that  some 
labourers  are  obliged  to  re-engage  every  five  years  for  a 
Uind  of  perpetuai  slavery.  In  case  of  illness  the  niaster 
niay   reduce  the   pay   by  fourpence   or  sixpence  a  day. 

*' Section  101  of  the  Act  of  1891  has  this  extraordinary 
clause  in  it :  '  When  ali  or  the  greater  number  of  contracted 
immigrants  absent  themselves  without  leave,  undcr  the 
pretext  of  making  a  complaint  against  their  master,  they  will 
be  subject  to  a  fine  of  £2,  (three  or  four  times  their  monthly 
pay),  or  to  two  months'  imprisonment  with  hard  labour, 
whether  such  complaint  shall  be  founded  or  unfounded.' 
The  Natal  Advertiser  calls  this  the  most  scandalous 
provision  existing  in  British  Legislation.  Numerous 
immigrants  have  been  tricd  iinder  this  section,  which 
was  amended  in  1900.  By  the  latest  law,  the  immigrant 
may  be  handed  back  to  his  master  before  his  complaint 
has  been  investigated.  If  he  cannot  prove  the  complaint, 
the  cost  of  his  return  journey  is  cut  out  of  his  wagcs.  and 
he  may,  moreover,  be  punished  for  unlawful  absence.  The 
Protector,  who  ought  to  be  the  defender  of  the  Indians, 
sends  him  back  with  a  note  to  the  effect:  'Indian  No. 
so-and-so  has  not  proved  his  case:  he  may  be  placed 
before  the  magistrate  and  the  cost  of  his  return  journey 
recovered  from  his  pay.'  Moieover,  no  contracted  man 
may  present  himself  before  the  Protector  except  by  leave, 
previously  obtained,  of  the  magistrate,  that  is  to  say,  of 
a  public  magistrate  born  in  an  atmosphere  of  semi-slavery 
and  contaminated  with  the  colonial  prejudice  against  persons 
of  colour,  besides  being  in  many  cases  a  personal  friend  of 
the  employer. 

"  Is  it  then  to  be  wondered  at  that  scandals  have 
occurred,  and  in  such  numbers  that  it  is  only  possible  to 
cite  a  few  of  them  ?  In  July  1906,  the  doctor  of  the  district 
reported  upon  the  case  of  the  Indian  Ragu.  This  boy  had 
lost  the  use  of  his  hand  by  an  accident,  and  stated  that  he 
could  not  work,  and  would  commit  suicide  if  he  rcturned  to 
his    master.     The    magistrate    condemncd    him    to    fourtecn 
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days'  hiird  labour  and  dt  t/ie  ciid  of  fhat  time  promiscd  to 
iii\csti>4atc  his  complaint !  The  boy  said  he  had  been  to 
the  Protector  seven  times,  and  the  Protector  had  sent 
him  to  that  court.  He  was  told  he  should  have  gone 
to  another  court.  In  another  case  it  was  proved  that  the 
niaster  had  assaulted  a  labourer  and  set  his  dog  upon  him, 
he  beinjí  badly  bitten.  The  magistrate  fined  the  master  30/-, 
remarliing  at  the  same  time:  '  These  constant  complaints 
have  got  to  be   put  an   end  to.' 

"  In  1907,  a  case  of  torture  was  reported,  two  men 
having  declared  that  they  had  both  been  shut  iip  in  a  box 
six  feet  long  and  one  and  a  half  feet  wide,  without  food,  for 
eiglit  days;  besides  which  they  had  been  tortured  in  a  revolt- 
ing  fashion.  Another  man  had  his  ear  notched  by  a  razor 
by  a  plantar.  The  defence  set  up  was  that  it  was  cus- 
tomary  to  cut  notches  out  of  sheep's  ears !  The  planter 
was  fined  .-fiO.  In  1909  another  man  was  beaten  in  such 
a  manner  that  his  back  was  a  mass  of  raw  flesh.  He 
escaped  to  the  Protector,  who  sent  him  back  to  his 
master  for  not  having  first  gone  to  the  magistrate.  It 
is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Natal  Ádvertiser  shínild 
publish   as  worthy  of  credence  the  following : 

The  life  of  an  Indian  contracted  in  Natal  is  a  hell 
upon  earth.  His  actual  condition  is  worse  than  that  of  a 
slave.  The  Committee  of  Indian  Immigration  consists  at 
present  of  seven  employers  of  labour,  of  the  Protector,  and 
of  a  rate-payer  nominated  by  Government.  It  has  happened 
that  it  has  been  entirely  composed  of  employers,  up  to 
quite  recently.  The  lack  of  compassion  of  some  of  these 
is  frightful.  As  a  rule,  a  native  of  Natal,  or  even  a 
man  from  home,  when  he  gets  charge  of  contracted 
labourers,  becomes  a  slave-driver,  cruel  and  remorseless, 
for  the  system   is  slavery   undisguised.'  "  "^ 


*  See   Sir   Harry   Johnston    on    this    little    wcaUncss   of   the   Anglo- 
Saxon  race  (pages  50  and  74). 
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Círculated    to    the    Members,    League    of    Honour, 
for  Discussion, 

By   The   Ven.   Archdcacon    Beresfokd    Potteh,    .M.A., 
F.R.(}.S.     .Ilxb   1911. 


EXTRACTS  FROAl  AN  ARTICLE  IN  THE  SYDXEY 
MORNING  HERALD  OF  24th  December  1910. 
By  \V.  M.  MoKTON. 

"The  treatment  of  our  blacks  in  North  Austrália  is 
dreadful  in  the  extreme.  In  Kimberley  the  native  is 
merely  a  d(jg  and  a  slave.  One  man  with  whom  I  campcd 
told  me  that  to  '  get  rid  of  the  ruhbish  '  he  made  them 
a  present  of  a  poisoned  bullock,  and  then  watched  them 
die  in  dozens.  In  the  Northern  Tcrritory  the  bhiek  is  an 
OLitcast  and  a  pariah.  The  most  heinous  crime  in  the 
North  is  the  bartering  of  the  young  female  children.  I 
have  seen  half-caste  girls  sold  to  Chinese  for  a  few  pounds 
of  provisions.  The  old  blacks  will  sell  their  young  wives. 
On  the  large  cattle  stations,  no  one  protects  the  young 
children,  who  are  being  brought  up  without  education  for 
one  purpose.  It  is  a  scandal  on  our  so-called  civilisation. 
The  police  patrol  among  these  stations.  and  know  what 
is  going  on.  In  No-Man's-Land,  girl  children  are  sold 
from  one  man  to  another  for  a  few  pounds.  Tiie  worst 
case  of  callous  cruelty  that  carne  to  my  I<no\vledge  was 
where  a  man  used  to  shoot  the  blacks  for  sport.  He 
called  it  'shooting  on  the  wing,'  as  he  shot  them  whilst 
running.  Tlie  pohce  acknowledged  tliis  to  be  the  case,  but 
they  could  not  bring  a  case  home.  The  Territory  bhicks 
are  a  tine  race.  Their  lack  of  protection  is  a  standing 
disgrace  to  Austrália." 
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FROM    A    CAPITAL,   Lisbon,   Ist    Fhmkuaky    1911. 
I  Rk-tra\si.atií)\  |. 

"  Scrious  disturbanccs  liavc  takcn  phuc  in  thc  mines  to 
the  east  of  .Jf)hannc'sbLirg  bctwccn  some  thoiisands  of 
natives,  chiefly  men  from  Pondoland  on  the  one  side  and 
Mozambique  negrões  on  the  other.  The  iMozambique  men 
carne  out  of  the  affray  the  worse,  some  fourteen  being 
kilied  outright  and  many  score  vvounded.  It  was  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  that  the  excited  people  could  be  brought 
under  control,  but  in  the  end  the  police,  with  the  help  of 
the  military,  succeeded   in   restoring  order." 

[Note. — No  such  hecatombs  of  victims  have  ever  taUen 
place  in   S.  Thomé  or   Principe.  —  F.  xM.] 


FROiM  THE  FINANCIAL    TIMES,  27th   March    1911. 

"  it  will  be  recalled  that  during  the  electioneering 
campaign  the  Transvaal  Government  published  the  report 
of  the  Mining  Regulations  Committee,  which  direeted 
attention  to  the  ravages  of  miners'  phthysis  in  the 
Witwatersrand.  Public  opinion  was  aroused  in  a  manner 
unprecedented,  and  there  was  a  general  agreement  that 
something  should  be  done  to  alleviate  the  situation.  The 
niining  companies  have  paid  more  attention  to  ventilation  ; 
Messrs  Eckstein  &  Co.  having  engaged  the  services  of  a 
ventilation  expert.  Doctors  have  been  experimenting  with 
dust  allayers,  the  Government  and  the  miners  have  co- 
operated  in  building  and  maintaining  a  phthysis  sanatorium. 
Beyond  ali  this  the  Government  has  projected  a  bill  '  to 
provide  for  and  regulate  the  liability  of  mine  employers 
to  make  compensation  for  certain  of  their  workmcn  who 
contract  miners'   phthysis.* 

"The  exclusion  of  native  workers  has  been  put  into  a 
protest  from  the  labour  organisations  on  the  ground  that 
it  is  terribly  unjtist  to  make  a  distinction  in  the  principie 
of  compensation. 

— Financial   Times  Correspondent  at  Johannes- 
burg,  4th   March. 

[Note. — Why  have  not  the  Âfrican  Mail  and  the  Anti- 
Slavery   Society  also  protested  ? — F.  M.] 
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FROM    THE    ST  AX  D  A  RD,    4th  Jli.v. 


"  Sl.AVEKY    IN     XuíEKIA. 
"  BhITISH    SlBJECTS     RekLGKES    IN    SpAMSH     Isi.AXD. 

\\'e  have  received  the  following  letter  fiom  the  Anti- 
Slavery  and  Ahorigines'  Protection  Society  which  has  heen 
forwarded  to  them  by  tlieir  Organising  Secretary  at 
Fernando   Po  : — 

"Fernando  Po.  Wkst  Africa. 

Following  upon  my  comniLinication  from  Southern 
Nigéria,  w  ith  reference  to  the  working  of  the  Hoiise  Rule 
Ordinance  in  that  Proteetorate,  I  have  to  infonn  you  that 
\ve  have  discovered  in  this  Spanish  island  iinsuspected  con- 
firmation  of  the  evils  attending  the  working  of  this  Act. 
I  am  informed  that  there  are  upon  this  island  from  100  to 
200  natives  of  the  Eastern  and  Central  provinces  of  Southern 
Nigéria,  and  that  a  considerahle  proportion  of  these  are 
here  either  to  escape  the  operation  of  the  Ordinance  cr  fear 
to  return  home  again  lest  they  may  become  '  enslaved  ' 
under   it. 

"  I  am  asked  to  lay  before  you  at  once  the  case  of  a 
man,  named  Jabez  Linette,  and  to  urge  you  to  approach 
the  Secretary  of  State  with  reference  to  granting  this  man 
his  freedom.  Jabez  Linette  is  at  present  employed  by  a 
British  trader  at  Biappa.  He  is  anxious  to  return  to  his 
home  in  the  Calabar  district,  but  dare  not  do  so  because 
he  would  be  arrested  under  tlie  House  Rulc  Ordinance  and 
return ed  to  his  owner. 

The  request  is  that  you  will  endeavoui'  to  obtain  for 
this  British  subject,  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  a  guarantce 
of  personal  liberty  if  he  should  again  set  foot  on  British 
soil.  \Ve  are  assured  by  the  missionaries  and  by  his 
employer  that  the  character  of  the  man  is  good.  and  1  nm 
asked  to  inforni  \()u  that  lhe  missionaries  are  prepared  to 
find  a  reasonable  sum  of  money  in  order  to  purchase  his 
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liberty.*  The  Rev.  R.  Banham  had  ah'eatly  takcn  up  the  case 
hy  nialung  a  personal  appeal  tcj  tlie  Colonial  Office,  and  also 
by  offering  to  a  Mr  Watts,  the  District  Commissioner  some 
six  ycars  ago,  a  sum  f)f  money  for  the  man's  freedom.  I 
siibníit,  however,  that  missionaries  engaged  in  a  work  vvhich 
demands  constant  self-sacrifice  and  economy  should  not  be 
asked  to  Hnd   money  for  such   a   purpf)se. 

"  It  seems  to  me  only  reasonable  to  suppose  that  a  more 
extensive  enquiry  in  territories  adjacent  to  the  Eastern  and 
Central  Provinces  would  probably  reveal  the  presence  í)f 
a  large  number  of  refugecs.  But  if  in  this  respect  Fernando 
Po  I  stands  alone,  I  am  of  opinion  that  an  Ordinance  which 
tends  to  force  British  labour  to  flee  the  Colony  in  any  degree 
whatever  is  economically  unsound  ;  also  that  it  is  derogatory 
to  the  British  Crown  that  in  order  to  enjoy  personal 
freedom  British  subjects  of  good  character  should  be 
compelled  to  seek  their  liberty  under  the  Spanish  or 
any  other  foreign  flag. 

(Signed)   "JoHX    H.    Harhis." 


FROM    THE   SCOTSMAN,    12th  Alglst   1911. 


"  Lynch ixG   in  Texas. 

"  Xew  York,   Síitiiniíjy, 

A  telegram  from  Farmersville,  Texas,  states  that  Com- 
modore  Jones,  a  negro,  was  taken  from  jail  this  morning  by 
a  mob  of  seventy-five  youths,  who  lynched  him,  and  left  the 
body  hanging  from   a  telegraph  polé. — Reuter. 

The  negro  was  under  arrest  on  a  charge  of  using 
insulting  language  to  a  white  woman  over  the  tele- 
phone. — Reuter,   12th  Aug.   1911." 


*  VVill  the  Africai!  MítiTs  advcrtising  traders  in  "  Alcohol  for  West 
Africa  "  join  in  tliis  siibseription.  and  its  Editor.  Mr  Morei,  \\  licn  he  can 
spare  the  time  from  liis  quarreis  with  the  missionaries  of  Soiitliern 
Nigéria,  favour  us  with  his  remarks  on  this  case  ? 

t  Fernando  Po  is  an  isiand  of  tlie  same  groiip  as  S.  Thomé  and 
Principe.  Curioiís  that  fiigitives  from  slavery  should  go  there  from 
British  territory.  F.    M. 

J.   A.   W. 
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Amenca's  record,  so  a  prominent  Englishman,  a  delegate 
from  the  Anti-Slavery  and  Aborigines'  Protection  Society, 
tells  us,  is  clean  compared  with  England's.  Maybe ;  we 
leave  that  Englishman  for  his  feilow-countrymen  to  deal 
with.  But  as  England's  national  iincleanliness  does  not 
absorh  ali  the  energies  of  the  Society  we  have  named,  it 
can  hardly  neglect  the  hint  conveyed  in  the  above.  Its 
holiday  season  is  at  hand  ;  last  year's  personally-conducted 
trip  to  Lisbon  was  not  such  as  to  encourage  repetition  ;  why 
not  vary  the  route,  combine  business  with   pleasure,  and 

Go  TO  Texas  ? 


FROM    THE    AFRICAS    MAIL.   ISth  Algust   1911, 


"The   Results  of  Anomcisatiox. 

(The  heading  is  tlic  Africaii  MaiTs  own). 

"  The  death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  has  been  so 
high  in  Lagos  "  (British  Nigéria)  "  as  to  excite  considerable 
apprehension  as  to  the  future  of  the  race,  and  a  Commission 
of  Enquiry  finds  the  principal  causes  to  be  carelessness  at 
birth,  and  ignorance  as  to  the  care  of  infants  .  .  .  But  more 
dreadful  and  alarming  than  the  high  death-rate  of  infants 
is  the  great  and  increasing  number  of  still-births,  and  of 
mothers  who  have  lost  their  lives  during  the  period  of 
confinement.  In  the  interior,  such  cases  are  so  rarc  as 
to  be  practically  non-existcnt.  .  .  .  The  tide  of  destruction 
which  is  sweeping  over  the  land  must  inevitably  result 
in  the  gradual  dying-off  of  the  race." 


Note. — Bad  as  this  is,  why  leave  the  whole  truth  to  bc 
told  by  others  ?  Has  the  combination  of  Rum  and  True 
Religion,  which  is  the  Africou  MaiVs  Free-Trade  Gospel  to 
the  West  Coast  tribes,  nothing  to  say  to  it  ?  According  to 
The  United  Committee  on  Natives  Races  and  The  Liquor 
Traffic,  Commissions  of  Enquiry  have  curious  ways  of  dcaling 
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with    cxidciico    whcre    Nif^cria    is    conccrncd.      The    followinjí 
cxtracts   iiccd    no  commcntary  : — 

"  Pr()ti-:cti<)N   ok   Prothctowate  ? 

"  l^IC.HTHOUSNESS    VCISIIS     RkVENUE. 

"An  Open   Lettek  to 

"Air  E.  D.  Morei,  Editor,  Âfricciíi  Mail. 

"  Very  reluctantly  I  venture  to  address  you  ...  I  spent 
probably  as  many  years  in  Southern  Nigéria  as  you  did 
months  .  .  .  and  maUe  bold  to  suggest  that  before  any  one 
is  eompetent  to  charge  me  (as  you  do)  with  a  flow  of 
mendacity,'  his  personal  knowledge  of  the  facts  should  be 
at  least  equal  to  mine.  With  persistent  audacity  you  assure 
your  readers  that  the  aeeusations  whieh  for  years  have 
been  made  .  .  .  '  when  put  to  the  test  of  a  Commission  of 
Enquiry,  utterly  broke  down,'  and  you  profess  surprise  that 
they  should  eontinue  to  be  made  as  though  no  such  Com- 
mission had  ever  been  held  .  .  .'  Neither  that  '  ofíicial 
report '  nor  your  splenetic  diatribes  will  persuade  an  impartial 
British  public  that  black  is  white  in  Nigéria  any  more  than 
on  the  Congo.  What  about  the  mass  of  evidence  that  the 
Commission  did  not  get,  and  did   not  try  to  get? 

"That  you  of  ali  men  should  so  strenuously  buttress 
this  accursed  thing  (the  corruption  that  is  being  wrought 
by  gin,  imported  into  Nigéria  from  Europe)  astounds  and 
grieves,  even  if  it  does  not  alienate,  your  best  friends.  Is 
this  a  '  good  \vork  '  that  you  will  desire  to  be  remembered 
by  ?  To  a  man  they  have  supported  your  Congo  Reform 
work.  Is  this  your  aeknowledgment  ?  May  God  in  his 
infinite  mercy  constrain  you  to  transfer  your  great  influence 
to  the  side  of  those  who  are  trying  to  save  Africa  from  what 
her  own  children  describe  as  'a  greater  curse  than  the 
slave-trade  with  ali  its  horrors ! '  ' 

(Signed)   "MiCHAEL  Jas.   Elliot, 

"Wcslcyan  Missionary  in  Southern  Nigéria. 

"  Berkhampsted,   Herts, 
Jiinc   1911." 
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FROM      THE    MANCHESTER     GUARDIÃS, 
IsT   Jllv    1911. 


"The   Liouok  Trakfic   in"  Southern   Nigéria. 

"  To  The   Editor,  Manchester  Guardian. 

(Piiblishcd   IST  Jllv   1911). 

"  Sir,  —  In  the  Specfafor  oi'  lOtli  Junc,  Dr  Donaldson, 
Master  of  Magdalen  Collcge,  Cambridge,  asks :  '  By  w  hat 
conceivable  line  of  reasoning  can  our  position  in  Southern 
Nigéria  be  justified  ?  '  He  points  out  that  '  ncarly  half  the 
revenue  of  this  eolony  is  derived  from  the  duty  imposed  on 
spirits,  and  eonsequently  that  the  more  alcoholic  liquors 
are  consumed  by  the  natives  the  easier  does  it  beeome  to 
meet  the  neeessary  e.xpenses  of  Government.'  This  is  a 
elear  statement  of  the  case,  and  it  is  time  that  the  British 
public — and  particularly  the  merchants  of  Manchester 
and  Liverpool  who  make  fortunes  in  Southern  Nigéria 
—  should  do  somcthing  to  right  the  wrong  that  is  bcing 
eommitted  against  the  natives  out  there. 

"  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  some  of  the  most  bitter 
critieisms  that  have  been  made  against  the  anti-liquor 
party  have  been  made  in  the  Africa n  Mail  over  the 
signature  of  its  editor,  ,Mr  K.  I).  Morei,  the  champion  of 
Congo   Reform.   .   .   . 

"  We  are  asked  what  remedy  \ve  suggest.  It  is  not 
necessarily  our  duty  to  suggest  any  remedy.  If  the  liquor 
trade  is  an  evil  it  must  be  stopped  or  checked,  whatever 
may  be  the  cost.  Any  remedy  we  may  suggest  to  opponents 
like  Mr  Morei  will  only  be  eriticised  and  declared  unsatis- 
factory.  .   .   . 

"At  present  (jne  feels  that  it  is  useless  to  trouble  to 
plan  remedies  for  an  evil  which  the  Government  on  the 
spot  has   no  desire  to  check. 

(Signed)   "J.    N.    Cheetham, 
"C.jlí.S.   Missionary  in   Soiitlicni   Xii^cria. 


IX.— THE    MAILED    FIST    OF   AFRICA 
Mr  E.  D.  iMoREL. 


FROM   THE  AFRICAN  MAIL,  17th  March   1911. 


"The   Foreign  Office  axd  the  Amgolax   Proble.m. 

History  repeats  itself.  The  development  of  the  Angola 
S.  Thomé  '  labour '  question  is  characterised  by  the  very 
same  incidents  as  marked  for  so  long  the  Congo  controversy. 
A  secretive  British  Foreign  Office  acting  in  accordance 
with  the  amount  of  pressure  put  upon  it,  and,  therefore, 
ineffectively.  A  campaign  of  denegation  waged  in 
Portugal  which  concerns  itself  with  refuting  charges  that 
no  responsible  person  has  made,  and  studiously  avoiding 
the  real  issue.  The  appearance  of  apologists  in  England 
eloquently  advancing  the  most  specious  of  arguments.  On 
2nd  March,  Sir  Edward  Grey  knew  nothing  about  any 
further  recruiting  on  the  mainland,  and  had  nothing  to  say 
about  the  condition  of  the  '  labourers '  on  the  Islands.  By 
7th  March,  he  had  discovered  (sic)  that  permission  had 
been  given  to  ship  300  'labourers'  and  was  enquiring  as  to 
how  these  men  were  recruited.'  What  hollow  mocUery  is 
this  niggling  diplomacy,  which  attempts  to  do  just  enough 
to  avoid  disagreeableness  in  Parliament,  and  contrives 
merely  to  irritate  the  Portuguese  without  impressing  them 
in  the  slightest  degree.     The  Foreign  Office  knows  perfectly 

*  Mr.  H.  \V.  Xevinson  lias  made  tlicm,  and  the  Anti-SIavcrv  and 
Aborigines'  Protection  Society  appai-cntly  endorses  them.  .At  least  it 
has  not  taken  the  opportunity  furnished  it  of  repudiating  them. 

F.   -M. 
J.   A.   W. 
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well  that  no  Angolan  native  is  a  voluntary  emigrant  to  the 
Islands,  when,  for  generations,  his  fellows  shipped  thereto 
have  never  returned.  But  it  deliberately  cuts  out — has 
done  for  years — from  the  published  reports  of  its  Consuls 
every  reference  to  the  original  reports  on  this  question ; 
and  deliberately  humbugs  the  House  of  Commons.  Either 
the  Foreign  Office  has  no  locus  staudi  in  the  matter,  and 
its  interference  at  ali  is  unwarrantable  ;  or  it  has  a  locus 
staiidi  in  the  old  Treaties,  and,  in  that  case,  is  simply 
playing  with  the  whole  subject.  It  ought  surely  to  be 
possible  for  Parliament  to  force  the  Foreign  Office  into 
the  open,  compel  it  to  declare  a  policy  of  some  sort.  In 
another  column  \ve  print  a  letter  from  Lieut. -Colonel 
Wyllie,  \vh(j  poses  as  the  disinterested  friend  of  the 
PortLiguese,  and,  apparently,  as  a  disinterested  adviser  to 
the  British  public.  So  far  as  we  can  understand  his  letter 
it  is  a  defence  of  practices  which,  whatever  he  may  think, 
have  no  chance  of  permanent  toleration  by  Public  Opinion, 
There  is  only  one  point  upon  which  we  are  inclined  to 
suggest  that  his  letter  requires  discussion.  He  says  that 
the  description  of  S.  Thomé  as  '  the  Paradise  of  the  Negro ' 
was  made,  not  by  Portuguese  planters,  but  by  '  a  dis- 
tinguished  Vice-President  of  the  Anti-Slavery  and  Aborigines' 
Protection  Society.'  That  raises  a  curious  problem.  Is 
this  '  distinguished  Vice-President'  still  a  Vice-President  of 
the  Society  in  question,  and  does  he  still  adhere  to  his 
opinion  ?  It  would,  perhaps,  be  an  advantage  if  the  point 
would  be  cleared  up." 


FROM   THE  AFRICAN  MAIL,  31  st  March   1911. 


"The   Foreic.x  Office  and  the  Angolan   Prorlem. 

"  To  The   Editor,  Africou   Mail. 

"  Dear  Sir, — Your  leader  of  the  17th  instant  on  tlic 
above  subject  has  attracted  my  attention.  Permit  me  to 
say  a  word  or  two  in  reply. 

"  British  diplomacy  can  hold  its  own  against  mis- 
representation,  without  any  assistance  fi'om  foreign  sources, 
so    I    will    limit   myself    to   an    emphatic    contradictiíín   of    so 

K 
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niuch  of  youi"  statemcnt  as  relates  to  my  own  country  and 
people.  It  is  iitterly  iiiaccurate  to  assert,  as  you  do,  that 
British  policy  tovvards  Portuí^al  serves  merely  to  irritate  the 
Portuguese  without  impressing  theni  in  the  least.  On  the 
Cíjntrary,  British  poliey  has  impressed  us  most  favourably 
by  its  loyalty  to  the  best  traditions  of  international  harmony, 
and  it  has  not  irritated  us  in  the  very  least.  What  lias 
irritated  us,  and  that  seriously,  is  the  persistent  aggression 
of  a  small  but  noisy  group  of  pseudo-humanitarian  writers 
and  speaUers,  who  pose  as  the  exponents  of  British  puiihc 
opinion  on  a  c|uestion  of  Portuguese  eolonial  administration 
regarding  whieh  British  pubHc  opinion  is  profoundly  and 
quite  justifiably   indifferent. 

"  Your  friends  in  ParHament  have  found  a  mare's  nest. 
Have  300,  or  any  other  number  of  Angolan  seroiçaes  been 
landed  in  S.  Thomé  since  Angolan  recruiting  was  closed  in 
1909?  The  fact  that  the  customary  formality  of  obtaining 
a  gazettéd  license  froni  the  Governor  of  S.  Thomé,  stating 
the  maximum  available  capaeity  of  the  vessel,  has  been 
observed  by  a  vessel  of  the  Empreza  Nacional  on  its 
southward-bound  voyage,  is  no  proof  that  a  single  labourer 
has  been  shipped  by  that  vessel  on  its  return  voyage. 
And,  as  a  fact,  no  Angolan  labourers  have  been  imported  into 
the  Islands  since  the  suspension  of  recruiting  therein,  nearly 
two  years  ago.  If  you  have  not  already  been  told  this  upon 
authority  superior  to  mine,  you  and  your  parliamentary 
friends  will  shortly  be  told   it. 

The  conspiracy  of  silence  that  apparently  exists  in 
humanitarian  circles  in  England  regarding  the  suspension 
of  Angolan  recruiting  is  another  matter  which  has  annoyed 
and  impressed  us,  but  nobody  in  Portugal  holds  your 
Foreign  Office  responsible  .for  the  annoyance. 

(Signed)  "  Francisco  Mantero. 
"  Hotel  de  Frange, 

Pau,  27 th  March  1911." 


Editor's  Footnote  to  Above. 

Praise  from  Senhor  Mantero  is  about  the  most 
embarrassing  certiíicate  which  the  Foreign  Office  could 
well  be  furnished  with.  Candidly,  \ve  are  not  satisfied 
with    Senhor    iMantero's    assertion,*    unsupported    by   proof, 

If  not  satisfied,  why  not  press  your  Foreign  Minister  for  the 
resiilt  of  Iiis  promised  enquiries  ? — F.M. 
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that  no  serviçaes  have  been  shipped  from  Angola  to  thc 
Islands  for  nearly  two  years.  We  are  evcn  less  satistíed  as  to 
the  future  intentions  of  the  Portuí,'uese  Government  in  this 
connection.  We  should  be  more  inclined  to  doubt  Senhor 
Mantero's  assumption  of  a  claim  to  reprcsent  Portuj^uese 
opinion,  than  he  may  be  disposed  to  query  the  influence  of 
the  protests  that  have  arisen  in  this  country  as  rej^ards  a 
system  with  which  Senhor  .Manten;  is  himself  not  un- 
connected.  For  the  rest,  we  shí)uld  not  advise  Senhor 
Mantero  to  rely  too  much  upon  his  behef  as  to  the  profound 
indifference  of  the  British  publie  in  this  matter.  Stronger 
vcsted  iiiterests  than  those  Senhor  .Mantero  defends  have 
found  out,  and  in  a  somewhat  analogous  case,  to  their 
cost,  that  British  publie  opinion  is  a  force  to  be  reckííned 
with.'  He  may  take  it  from  us  that  the  instincts  of  the 
British  people  are  averse  from  accjuiescinj,'  in  the  violation 
of  Treaties  at  the  foot  of  which  tlieir  Governinent  has 
affixed  its  signature.  And  he  may  take  it  from  us  that  it 
only  needs  the  circumstances  and  the  Man  to  convince  the 
British  publie  that  if  the  British  Government  can  plead 
justification  for  investigating  conditions  in  cc^untries  where 
British  treaty  obligations  are  not  involved,  its  unwillingness 
to  deal  with  conditions  in  countries  where  British  treaty 
obligations  are  involved  is  indefensible  and  not  to  be 
tolerated.t  Circumstances  may  spring  up,  and  .Men  may 
arise,  through  whose  instrumentality  the  issue  will  be 
brought  clearly  home  to  the  British  publie.  In  that  event 
we  w^ould  not  give  a  rei  (sic)  for  Senhor  .Mantero's  ! 
interests   in   the   S.  Thomé  cocoa   plantations. 

"  Editor,  Africdii   Miiil.'" 


*  British  publie  opinion  is  a  grcat  force  ;  biit  it  remains  to  be  secn 
whether  tlie  African  Mail  is  sole  e.xponent  of  it  (sce  page  142). — F. .M. 

t  Is  this  crass  ignorance,  or  mere  bluff?  Eithcr  way  it  astounds 
us.  Only  ten  days  before  it  was  pcnned,  Sir  Hdward  Grcy  warncd 
tlTC  humanitarians  in  PaiMiamcnt  that  ncither  Trcat\-,  Convention,  nor 
Protocol  existcd  justifying  thcir  altitude  towards   Portugal  I  —  F..M. 

í  As  the  interests  referrcil  to  aix-  cxelusively  agricultural.  their 
min  can  only  be  accomplishcd  by  luining  the  agriculture  í)f  the 
colony.      Is  this  what   is  bcing  aimed  at  ? — F.M. 
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AN    UNPUBLISHED    LETTER. 


'  To  The   Editor,  Africaii   Mail. 

"  Dear  Sir, — In  your  editorial  note  to  Senhor  Mantero's 
letter  published  in  your  issue  of  31  st  ultimo,  you  express 
doubt  if  not  incredulity  as  to  a  simple  statement  of  fact 
made  by  him.  His  denial  that  any  importation  of  Angolan 
serviçaes  into  S.  Thomé  has  taken  place  for  nearly  two 
years  you  describe  as  an  assertion   unsupported  by  proof. 

"  To  begin  with,  his  statement  is  a  negation,  and  I  need 
hardly  point  out  to  you  that  a  negation  is  logically  incapable 
of  proof.  It  may  be  true,  nevertheless,  and  its  credibility 
for  practical  purposes  may  be  inferred  from  the  statements 
of  those  in  a  position  to  know.  It  is  probably  useless,  in 
face  of  the  opinions  you  habitually  utter  as  to  Foreign  Office 
accuracy  on  points  of  fact,  to  refer  you  to  Sir  Edward 
Grey's  statement  in  Parliament  of  2nd  March  last,  which 
dovetails  completely  with  Senhor  Mantero's  assurances. 
It  may  be  equally  useless  for  me  to  repeat  that  I  myself 
was  in  the  Island  of  S.  Thomé  on  the  last  occasion  when 
any  serviçaes  arrived  there  from  Angola,  and  that  was  in 
July-August   1909. 

"  But  perhaps  a  statement  made  by  Mr  Albright,  of 
the  British  Anti-Slavery  Society,  in  presence,  and  therefore 
presumably  with  the  assent  of  Mr  W.  A.  Cadbury  at  an 
intervievv  (Lisbon,  22nd  March  1911)  with  the  Portuguese 
Minister  of  Marine  and  the  Colonies,  may  help  to  relieve 
you  of  a  portion  of  your  doubt  on  the  point.  The  actual 
words  used  cannot,  of  course,  be  given,  as  what  follows  is 
merely  a  re-translation  from  the  text  of  the  Diário  de  Noticias 
of  23rd  idem,  but  this  is  their  purport: — 

" '  I  have  accompanied  him  '  (Mr  Cadbury)  '  here,  and 
take  this  opportunity  of  stating  that  I  have  heard  ascribed 
to  the  planters  of  these  possessions '  (S.  Thomé  and 
Principe?)  'the  opinion  that  any  change  in  the  labour 
arrangements  would  ruin  their  agriculture.  But  the  truth 
is  that  for  two  years  past,  slavery  has  ceased  to  exist  there, 
and  the   Islands  are  more  prospcrous  than  ever.' 

'  Unless  .Mr  Albright  has  been  misreported  in  the  Lisbon 
press,  may  I  suggest  that  an  apology  is  due  to  Senhor 
Mantero    for    the    expressions    of    distrust    you    have    used  ? 
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Remember  that  you  are  not  now  dealing  with  murderous 
Belgian  rubber-gatherers  but  with  men  whom  Mr  Cadbury 
himself,  whose  authority  you  do  recognise,  has  declared  to 
be  '  honoLirable  men,  acting  according  to  their  lights — men 
whom  I  honour  and  respect '  (I  quote  from  bis  sworn 
depositions,  3rd  December  1909,  in  the  libei  action  against 
the  Standard  newspaper). — I   am,  etc., 


(Signed)   "J.   A.   WvLiJE. 


"Edinburgh,  3rí/  April   1911." 


[Note. — This    Ictter    was    crowdcd    (nit   of   the   African 
MaiTs  pages  by   prcssure  of  othcr  matterj . 


FROM    THE    AFRICAN    MAÍL,  7th  Apkil   1911, 


"  The  Exploitation  of  the  Africax  Tropics  : 
"  Its  Bearing  upon   Europeax   Inthrests. 

"  VVe  were  fully  justified  in  our  editorial  comments  last 
week  upon  Senhor  Mantero's  letter  to  us,  in  doubting  that 
gentleman's  somewhat  cool  assumption  of  authority  to  voice 
Portuguese  sentiment"^    in   the  Angolan-S.   Thomé    problem. 


*  Against  the  claim  of  the  African  Mail  that  public  opinion  in 
Portugal  is  on  the  side  of  the  English  pscudo-philanthropists  wiio 
attacU  us,   Ict  the  following   hcar  witncss  :  — 

The  press  and  the  puhlic  of  our  country,  by  tlic  manner  of  its 
welcome  to  my  \vorI<  "  Manual  Labour  in  S.  Thonic  and  Principe  " 
whcn   publislicd  ; 

The   pamphiet  of   protcst   by   tlic   Centro  Colonial   of   Lisbon,    1!-)1(); 

The  signatories  to  the  manifesto  presented  to  our  Minister  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  15th  February  1911,  and  published  both  by  the  Jornal 
do  Coiinncrcio  and  many  other  papers  of  Lisbon.  protesting  against 
the  eampaign  of  defamation  waged  by  individual  foreigners  against 
S.  Thomé  and   her  laboiu"  system  ; 

The  ovation  which  greeted  the  eminent  Professor  and  dcmocratic 
leader  Thomáz  Cabreira  at  the  ehief  republiean  eentre  of  Lisbon  on 
the  occasion  of  the  brilliant  Conference  on  this  subject  whieh  tooU 
place  there   in    February    1911; 

Tiie    applause    with    whicii    my    speech    of     Kith    February     1911, 
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Tlie  same  claim  has  heen  ptit  forvvard  by  the  Marquis  De 
Valle-Flou,  associated  vvith  Senhor  Mantero,  in  defence 
of  the  present  system  of  labour  in  these  Portuguese  posses- 
sions,  and  the  Marquis  Dh  Valle-Fi.or  is  at  the  present 
moment — to  put  it  mildly — on  the  very  worst  of  terms  with 
the  PortLiguese  Government.  To-day  we  publish  an  epitome 
of  a  public  meeting  hcld  in  Lisbon  by  the  Anoi.o-Portugukse 
Slavery  Societv  (.s/c  /),  in  the  course  of  which  Senhor 
Feunanoo  Reis,  Dr  Magalhães  Lima,  and  others,  brought 
forward  specific  statements,  and  gave  utterance  to  sentiments 
whose  tenor  make  Senhor  Mantero's  and  Colonel  Wyllie's 
apologetics  sound  exceedingly  foolish.  We  ought  to  be 
careful  in  this  country  always  to  distinguish  between  the 
Portuguese  as  a  people,  and  the  Portuguese  individuais  who 
beneHt  by  the  repulsive  system,  which  has  got  to  disappear. 
With  the  steady  growth  of  world  influence  tending  to  knit 
the  human  family  into  closer  relationship,  it  ought  not  to 
be  impossible  to  teach  European  peoples  that  the  destruction 
and  enslavement  of  African  peoples  is  antagonistic  to  the 
interests  of  the  former ;  that  the  individuais  and  the  corpora- 
tions  engaged  in  these  proceedings  are  enemies,  not  only 
of  the  Africans  they  exploit,  but  of  the  whole  human  race, 
and  especially  of  the  European  country  whose  citizens  they 
are.i  The  slave-owners  and  dealers  of  Angola  and 
S.  Thomé  are,  like  the  small  Portuguese  farmer  (often  a 
half-breed)  who  treats  the  Mozambique  native  so  disgrace- 
fuUv,    the    real    enemies    of    Portugal.      It    is    they,    not    we, 


delivered  at  the  Central  Association  of  Portuguese  Agriculture,  was 
received  by  a  numerous  and  distinguished  audience,  including  three 
Ministers  of  the  RepubHc  and  the  Civil  Governor  of  Lisbon  ; 

Tlie  heart}-  reception  given  to  the  speech  of  the  Icarned  Professor 
and  eminent  naval  officer  José  Francisco  da  Silva,  at  the  Couference 
held  in  the  Geographical  Societv  of  Lisbon,  on  30th  March  1911,  the 
Minister  for  the  Colonies  in  the  chair  ;    and 

The  signifieant  vote  of  confidence  given  by  the  Commerce  of 
Lisbon  immediately  upon  the  visit  of  the  British  Anti-Slavery 
Society's  Deputation,  by  their  unanimoiis  election  of  Senhor  H.  J. 
Monteiro  de  Mendonça,  the  eminent  Planter-Proprietor  of  S.  Thomé, 
as  President  of  the  United  Chambers  of  Commerce,   Lisbon. — F.M. 

1  To  withdraw  the  native  from  a  state  of  savagerj-,  to  emancipate 
him  from  slavery  under  barbarous  chieftains,  to  educate  him  in  the 
school  of  paid  labour  which  raises  and  dignities,  is  an  act,  so  the 
African  Moil  thinks,  destructive  of  the  aboriginal,  and  a  violation 
of  moral  law  !  Yet  it  is  under  the  shelter  of  the  very  processes  this 
anti-slavery  paper  condemns  that  the  native  of  our  colonial  possessions 
lives  and  tlirives,  while  British  colonising  methods  (see  pages  137  and 
141)  serve  but  to  maUe  a  clean  sweep  of  the  powcrful  races  who 
once  peopled  Austrália,  Tasmania,   Canada,   ctc.  I — F.M. 
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who  are  encompassing  the  downfall  of  Portuguese  colonial 
dominion.  It  is  their  action,  not  our  protest  against  tlieir 
action,  which  is  besmirchiiig  the  honour  of  Portugal.  To 
parody  the  familiar  cry — '  Tesclavagiste,  voilà  remicmi.'  To 
use  kid  gloves  and  rose-water  in  dc;iling  w  ith  him  is  a  wastc 
of  time  and  efíort.  If  you  have  made  up  your  mind  to 
hit  a  man  you  must  hit  your  hardest.  Lct  honourable 
Portugal   study   the   iiistory   of  the   Coiii^o   State.    .    .    ." 

(The  article   drops   into   irrelevant   platitudes  which 
may  be  read  elsewhere).  .  .  , 


LETTER     From     Lieut.-Coloxel     WYLLIE.     to     THE 
EDITOR,    AFRÍCAN    MAIL,    Liverpool. 

[Published,    with    excision    of    the    passages    marginally 
scored,  in  the  Afrícan  Matí,  21  st  April.] 

Fdinbukch,  8^/;  April  1911. 

Dear  Sir, 

"  In  your  leader  of  the  7th  you  maUe  a  point 
which  I  gladly  concede  ;  namely,  that  when  one  has  made 
up  one's  mind  to  hit  a  man,  one  should  hit  one's  hardest, 
with  no  waste  of  time  over  kid-glove  and  rose-water 
ceremony.  But  is  the  rule  reserved  for  the  journalistic 
staff,  or  is  it  open  to  the  casual  correspondent  who  may 
like  the  idea  of  it  ?  And  as  the  latter,  when  hit  on  this 
principie  (as  Senhor  Mantero  and  I  have  been),  can  only 
hit  back  by  permission,  would  the  death  of  our  cause 
under  the  editorial  guillotine  not  be  the  penalty,  should  by 
any  chance  our  blows  tell  ? 

''  Be  this  as  it  may,  neither  Senhor  .Manthro  nor  I 
(at  present),  want  to  hit  any  man  in  particular;  what  we 
aim  at  are  the  doctrines  of  the  school  the  man  represents. 
But  we  would  enter  a  preliminary  protest  against  blows 
below  the  belt.  Speaking  for  myself,  what  in  matters 
controversial  I  call  hitting  below  the  belt  is  the  practice 
many  earnest  Humanitarians  .seeni  especially  prone  to — 
the  misrepresentation,  consciously  or  unconsciously,  of  the 
opponents'    position,   thus   making    it   easy    for   the   assailant 
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to  poLir  ridicule  upon  arguments  never  employed  and 
statements  never  uttered.  Why,  for  instance,  give  your 
readers  the  impression  that  Senhor  Fernando  Reis'  state- 
ments   at    the     '  Anglo-Portuguese    Slavery    Society'    (a 

líípsiis  calaini  on  yoiii-  part,  but  an  illuminatinjí  one  ali 
the  same),  make  Senhor  Manteko's  apologeties  and  mine 
sound  exceedingly  foolish?'  They  do  n(ít.  There  is  not 
a  word,  not  a  hint  about  S.  Thomé  in  them,  Senhor  Reis' 
whole  discourse  referring  to  Angola. 

'  So  far  from  refuting  anything  we  have  said,  he  strikingly 
confirms  what  we  both  hold  to  be  true  regarding  that  vicious 
system  of  Angolan  recruiting  which,  as  far  as  S.  Thomé  is 
concerned,  was  reformed  out  of  existence  nearly  two  years  ago. 
Much  as  I  prefer  to  keep  this  discussion  to  impersonal  lines, 
your  vigorous  rule  of  controversy  notvvithstanding,  1  would 
recall  the  fact  that  I  have  never  attempted  to  defend  that 
system — that,  on  the  contrary,  I  have  been  charged  by  the 
leading  Anti-Slavery  journal  of  Lisbon  (so  much  for  the 
consistency  of  the  Economista  Portuguez  /),  with  being 
an  accuser  of  Portugal  masquerading  in  the  guise  of  a 
defender — this  with  reference  to  some  plain  language  in 
my  letters  to  The  Tintes  on  this  very  point,  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Portuguese  Government  of  the  day, 
then  showing  an  inclination  to  play  with  their  own  enact- 
ment.  As  for  Senhor  Mantero,  so  far  from  regretting 
the  reforms  then  effected,  he  is  emphatic,  vide  page  77 
of  his  worlí  on  'Manual  Labour  in  S.  Thomé'  ia  copy  of 
which  I  will  send  you  if  required),  not  merely  as  to  the 
value  of  the  reforms  themselves,  but  as  to  the  need  for 
their  further  development  on  the  same  lines.  His  aims 
have  been  deplorably  misrepresented  by  his  humanitarian 
critics  in  this  country,  and  you  follow  suit. 

What  I  have  always  protested  against,  and  mean 
to  protest  against  so  long  as  this  misguided  campaign 
lasts,  is  the  gross  injustice  of  making  S.  Thomé  the 
scapegoat  of  Angola,  and  Portugal  the  scapegoat  of 
Central  Africa.  If  the  humanitarian  cause  is  an  honest 
one,  free  from  under-currents  of  politicai  intrigue,  why 
refuse  recognition  to  the  fact  that  as  regards  S.  Thomé 
the  system  that  once  lent  colour  to  the  charge  has  ceased 
to  exist  ?  If  your  aim  is  solely  the  protection  of  the 
African  from  cruelty  and  destruction,  no  one  knows 
better  than  you  do  that  the  seat  of  the  evil  is  neither 
in  Lisbon  nor  yet  in  S.  Thomé,  but  in  that  Xo-Man's- 
Land     where    three     Empires     meet  —  Britain     in     North- 


THE    MAILED    FIST    OF    AFRICA  153 

Western  Rhodesia,  Belgium  in  the  Congo,  and  Portugal 
in  Angola ;  and  to  quote  the  words  of  your  most  valuable 
witness  Mr  Joseph  Burtt  {Coiitemporary  Çevicic,  October 
1909),  that  'the  ingrained  habit  and  custom  of  slavery, 
the  idea  of  owning  his  fellow-man,  is  so  deeply  rooted  in 
the  conservative  and  changeless  African  '  as  tf)  bc  almost 
ineradicabie.  There,  in  the  heart  of  the  African 
continent,  is  the  Humanitarians  true  mission-field ; 
the  attack  upon  Portugal  alone,  and  of  Portugals 
colonies,  S.  Thomé  alone,  and  of  S.  Thomé  s  products, 
cacao  alone,  is  a  futility  which  has  got  to  be  shown 
up  for  what  it  is. 

"  Turning  for  a  moment  to  a  more  grateful  aspect  of 
the  case,  our  Lisbon  friends  must  be  glad  to  read  in  your 
pages  the  testimony  of  Sir  Hahry  Johxstgx.  I  know  you 
maintain  that  '  no  responsible  person '  denies  the  good 
treatment  of  the  serviçal  population  on  the  Islands;  but 
the  fact  remains  that,  responsible  or  not,  at  least  one 
Britisli  Journal  of  wide  circulation,  and  at  least  one 
British  demagogue  of  some  notoriety,  have  persistently 
exerted  themselves  to  implant  in  the  British  mind  the 
conviction  that  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe  are  a  hell-upon- 
earth  for  the  negro. 

"  This  calumny,  let  me  assure  you,  has  embittered  a  much 
larger  circle  in  Portugal  than  that  of  the  cacao-growers,  and 
naturally  so ;  as  xMary  Kixgsley  ('West  African  Studies,' 
page  282),  said  many  years  ago ;  'Portugal  at  heart  never 
was  bad,  as  nations  go ;  she  has  become  unpopular  on 
account  of  prejudice,  coupled  with  that  strange  moral 
phenomenon  that  makes  men  desirous  of  persuading 
themselves  that  a  person  they  have  treated  badly 
deserves  such  treatment.'  A  rcmark  singularly  rolevant 
to  the  case  in   hand. 

"  One  more  protest  before  the  editorial  guillotine  falis. 
Why  identify  the  line  of  argumcnt  adopted  by  either 
Senhor  A1axti:ro  or  myself  witii  that  commonly  ascribed 
(rightly  or  wrongly)  to  the  Marquez  Db  Valle-Fi.or? 
Whatever  the  last-named  gentleman's  present  views, 
politics,  or  relations  with  the  Republican  Government  of 
Portugal  may  be — (Since  when.  O  African  Mail,  has  it 
become  sinful  to  disagree  with  the  policy  of  a  Go\ern- 
ment  ?) — he  only  concerns  us  as  a  plantcr  of  S.  Thomé. 
On  the  question  of  the  cacao  boycott  his  literary  exponent 
is  believed  to  be  Dr  Almada  Negreiros,  with  whosc 
ravings    in    the    Dépèche    Colonialc    and    (prior  to   its    con- 
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vcrsion  to  '  Anti-SIavery ')  the  Lisbon  Século,  you  are 
familiar;  and  so  ain  I.  Thus,  you  necd  liardly  be  reminded 
that  this  writer,  froni  whatever  source  inspired,  has  done 
the  cause  of  S.  Tiiomé  more  lasting  injury  than  S.  Thomé's 
most  unscrupulous  enemies  in  the  press  of  this  country, 
by  his  sowinjí  of  suspicion  as  to  the  motives  of  '  the 
British  Ch()colatc-makei-s,'  w  liom  he  has  persistently 
rcprcsented  as  carrying  on  a  low-down  game  for  the 
chcapening  of  their  own   ravv  material.* 

"  If  you  will  refer  to  pages  91  and  92  of  Senhor  Manteho's 
book,  quoted  above,  you  will  Hnd  an  assurance  that  he  is  no 
subscriber  to  this  absurd  mistake;  and  if  you  will  turn  over 
a  few  more  pages  you  will  find  (page  103  of  the  same  work) 
what  I  regard  as  the  true  explanation  of  the  politicai  intrigues 
at  the  back  of  the  agitation  in  this  country.  These  things 
being  so,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  repudiating  any  afHnity 
for  the  line  of  defence  with  which  your  article  associates 
us,  and  of  standing  clear  of  any  politicai  odium  the  Marquez 
Dh  Valle-Flor  may  or  may  not  have  incurred  in  his  purely 
personal  relations  with  the  Provisional  Government.  Why 
drag  this  "politicai  matter  into  the   controversy  at  ali  ? 

"  But  do  not  suppose,  from  this  repudiation  of  mine, 
that  1  am  in  any  way  disposed  to  follow  the  lead  of  the 
Lisbon  Século  into  the  '  Anglo- Portuguese  Slavery '  camp. 
On  the  contrary,  1  dissent  from  the  whole  tenor  of  your 
article  (' African  Exploitation  .  .  .'  etc).  Aly  interest  in  the 
case  of  S.  Thomé,  personal  friendships  apart,  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  it  furnishcs  a  unique  test  case  for  the 
principie  at  stake.  To-day's  crusade  against  S.  Thomé's 
labour  system  may  to-morrow  take  the  form  (if  it  has  not 
already  done  so)  of  a  crusade  against  cognate  labour 
Systems  in  our  own  Crown  Colonies ;  and  it  behoves 
every  tropical  agriculturist  to  deal  resolutely  with  this 
deification  of  liberty  so  fondly  believed  by  the  Humani- 
tarian  to  be  the  creed,  not  merely  of  his  own  school, 
but    of    ali    thinking     men,    in     England,    in    Portugal,    and 

*  Though  I  allow  this  passage  to  be  reprinted  as  originally  written, 
I  am  not  so  sure  after  ali  that  Senhor  Almada  Negreiros  had  not  good 
reason  for  his  bad  language  about  our  chocolate-maiiers.  The  question 
of  motives  is  a  complicated  one,  and  it  is  preferable  to  deal  with  acts 
and  facts  rather  than  theorise  as  to  their  génesis  ;  biit  it  is  now  beyond 
a  doubt  that  in  certain  British  cireles  S.  Thomé  is  disliked  quite  as 
much  for  the  siipposed  cheapness  of  its  laboiír-system  as  on  purely 
altruistic  grounds.  And.  in  truth,  Senhor  Negreiros"  literary  style 
pales  into  mooiíshine  in  presence  of  the  volcanic  glare  of  the  African 
Mail,   his   British   rival  in  the  art  of  vituperation. — J.  A.  W. 
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elsewhere.  I  hold,  and  to  prevent  further  niisintcrprc- 
tation  I  say  it  as  bluntly  as  possible,  that  the  doctrine 
is  a  pernicious  delusion  in  its  application  to  the 
coloured  races,  as  injurious  to  their  interests  as  to 
those  of  the  white  man ;  being  in  fact  on  all-fours 
with  that  well-intentioned  charity  which  within  our 
own  community  safe-guards  the  reproduction  of  the 
degenerate,  the  feeble-minded,  and  the  criminal  classes. 

"Senhor  Fkrnanoo  Ri:is'  expcricnce  of  '  f  rce '  versus 
'  forced  '  plantation  labour,  quoted  by  you,  merely  illustrates 
the  singular  gift  possesed  by  some  Portuguese,  but  by  few 
if  any  Englishmen  or  Amerieans,  of  getting  the  Afriean 
to  work  for  him  on  his  own  ternis.  Against  this  highly 
exceptional  instance,  we  have  the  whole  experience  of  the 
United  States  since  the  abohtion  of  shwery,  and  the  whole 
weight  of  the  evidence  collected  by  Lord  Sanderson''s 
recent  Committee  on  Crown  Colony  Labour  (Indian  Emigra- 
tion  Committee,  1910).  It  ali  goes  to  show  that  there  are 
certain  classes  of  worU  that  the  negro  does,  more  or  Icss 
intermittently,  perform  of  his  own  sweet  will,  but  that 
general   plantation  worU  is  seldom   one  of  them. 

"  But  here  lies  the  crux  of  the  whole  question.  As 
the  years  go  by,  the  temperate  zones  will  stand  more  and 
more  in  need  of  the  food  supplies  and  the  materiais  the 
tropics  alone  can  furnish,  and  a  time  will  come  when  the 
co-operation  of  the  bacUward  races  must  be  insisted  upon, 
and  the  previous  wastage  of  tropical  resources  put  an  end 
to.  When  that  stage  is  reached,  as  it  inevitably  must  be, 
this  attitude  of  veneration  for  Liberty  as  an  ultimate 
principie  must  perforce  be  abandoned.  This  is  not  a  fore- 
cast  of  any  revival  of  the  cruel  and  barbarous  methods  of 
byegone  days ;  it  is  merely  a  statement  of  a  fact  that 
the  Humanitarian  is  bent  upon  obscuring  and  distorting, 
namely,  that  Portugal  in  S.  Thomé,  Britain  in  the  Trans- 
vaal,  the  United  States  in  the  Philippines,  and  in  fact  ali 
the  nations  having  colonies  in  the  tropics,  are  merely  so 
many  pioneers  in  search  of  the  mildest  practicable  methods 
of,  to  borrow  your  phrase,  '  knitting  the  human  family  into 
closer  relationship,'  so  that  in  future  there  shall  be  no 
shirking,  on  the  part  of  the  aboriginal  dwcller  in  tropic 
regions,  of  his  duty  to  mankind   in   general. — I   am,  etc. 

(Signed)   ".I.  A.  Wyi.lii-:." 


X.— THE     INDISCRETIOXS     OF 
Mr     NHVINSON. 


CORRESPONDENCE       WITH       THE        YORSKHIRE 
OBSERVER,   Bkadford. 


Issiie  of  \st  Jiíiic    1911. 


Mr     Nevinson    Clai.ms    Share    in     Parentage    of    "  New 
League    of     Honour." 

A  New  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

A   Loncion  Correspondent  writes  : — 

"  What  Mr  H.  W.  Nevinsox  describes  as  the  "  veiled 
slavery  '  in  Angola  and  the  Islands  of  S.  Thomé  and 
Príncipe,  together  with  agitations  from  other  parts  of 
Africa,  are,  it  may  be  assumed,  responsible  for  the  birth 
of  the  newly-formed  League  of  Honour,  an  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  which  held  its  First  Mecting  and  Conference  in 
Westminster  on  Tuesday.  The  position  of  the  British 
Indian  in  South  Africa  was  discussed,  and  the  emigration 
prohibition  law  was  severely  criticised.  The  League  recog- 
nises  the  need  of  cultivating  the  electorate  of  the  country 
to  see  justice  done  in  our  dealings  with  native  races,  and 
in  putting  this  forward  Sir  F.  Buxton,  who  presided  at 
the  meeting,  reminded  one  that  the  electorate  were  capable 
of  being  educated  in  such  matters,  for  the  very  first  act 
of  those  newly-enfranchised  by  the  Reform  Bill  of  1837 
was  the   Bill  abolishing  slavery   in   the    British   colonies." 

15tS 
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Issue  of  7 th  Jiiiic    1911, 


LiEUT.-CoLOXEL  WvLf.n-:  AM)  .Mr   H.  W.   Nevinsox. 

:íS  Hopi-:  Tkrrack,   Edinblirgh, 
Sth  Jiiiic   1911. 

Sir, — As  one  who  may  reasonablv  claim  to  liavc 
witnessed  the  birth,  and  to  bc  thoroii^lily  in  sympathy 
with  the  spirit,  of  the  new  League  of  Honour,  the  Hrst 
meeting  of  which  is  reported  in  youi-  issue  of  the  Ist 
inst.,  allow  me  to  point  out  that  labour  eonditions  in  S. 
Thomé  and  Príncipe,  at  least  as  portrayed  by  Mr  H.  W. 
Nevinson,  are  but  remotely  connected  with  its  génesis. 
Mr  Nevinson  and  I  both  spoke  at  the  meeting,  he  giving 
utterance  to  a  series  of  inaccuracies  on  that  subject  which 
I   made  it  my  duty  to  correct. 

"  He  began  by  expressing  surprise  that  Portugal  should 
regard  him  as  an  enemy,  in  apparent  forgetfuiness  of  his 
own  words  in  his  own  worlí  on  S.  Thomé.  His  readers 
will  remember  that  hc  liad  accused  the  Portuguese  of 
making  a  series  of  attempts  on  his  iife,  the  motive 
suggested  being  to  get  rid  of  his  testimony  as  to  their 
misdeeds ;  a  charge  so  absurd  as  to  evoke  repudiation 
if  not  direct  condemnation  by  Mr  W.  A.  Cadburv  himself 
in  evidence  at  the  Cadbury  v.  Standard  trial  in  December 
1909.  He  had  also,  in  the  same  work,  insulted  both 
Great  Britain  and  Portugal  by  stating  that  America's 
record  in  the  matter  of  freedom  for  the  negro  was  clean 
as  compared  to  ours — (Do  we  burn  negrões  at  the 
stake,  or  hire  negro  convicts  out  to  irresponsible  con- 
tractors  on  terms  that  spell  starvation  ?  America  does.) — 
and  by  appealing  to  America  against  Great  Britain  in  a 
cheap  sneer  at  our  '  family  affection  for  the  royalties  of 
one  of  the  two  most  degraded,  materialised,  and  unintel- 
Icctual  little  States  of  Europe.'  But  let  this  pass  in  token 
of  brotiíerly  love.  He  went  on  to  assert  that  '  slavei-y ' 
(he  begs  the  question  tiiroughout)  still  existed  in  S.  Thomé, 
and  in  proof  of  it  (though  he  was  uncertain  of  the  facts 
himself)  his  audience  had  had  it  fi-om  Sii-  pAJuaid  (jrey 
in  Parliament  that  300  Angolan  slaves  had  reccntly  becn 
landed  in  that  Island.  He  added,  as  an  indication  of  the 
attitude   of    Portugal    towards   slavery,    that   an    anti-slavery 
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papcr  that  uscd  duriíij^  liis  time  ti)  be  published  at  S.  Paul 
de  Loanda  had  since  bceii  reprcsscd  (the  siif^gestion  beinjí 
— as  the  penalty  of  its  anti-slavery  poliey).  He  claimed 
that  the  Burtt  report  of  1907,  while  studioiíslv  attenuating 
the  facts  charged  against  the  planters,  nevertheless  fully 
confirmed  his  (the  speaker's)  earlier  charges,  as  likewise  did 
the  reeord  in  the  Cadbury  i\  Standard  suit !  He  closed 
his  remarks  by  asserting  that  the  Portuguese  Government 
had  recently  sent  out  a  Commissioner,  Major  Vieira,  to 
report  on  labour  conditions  in  the  Islands,  and  that  that 
gentleman's  report,  now  presented,  revealed  a  state  of  affairs 
demanding  the  immediate  repatriation  of  every  Angolan 
serviçal  now  on  the   Islands. 

"  Archdeacon  Potter,  in  introducing  meto  the  audience, 
explained  that  when  he  tírst  formed  the  League  he  was 
under  the  impression  that  the  case  against  the  Portuguese 
planters  was  very  black  indeed  ;  but  from  the  facts  furnished 
to  him  by  me  he  was  now  convinced  that  there  had  been 
exaggeration — that  things  were  at  least  no  worse  than  in 
the  case  of  contracted  labour  in  our  own  colonies.  And 
he  laid  stress  upon  our  duty  as  a  point  of  honour.  for 
Honour  was  the  keynote  of  the  League"s  music,  to  set  our 
own  house  in  order  before  preaching  sermons  to  our 
neighbours  about  theirs. 

"  I  had  intended  to  deal  with  the  whole  subject  of 
indentured  labour,  British  and  Portuguese  alike,  from  an 
intimate  acquaintance  of  thirty-three  years  in  various  parts 
of  the  world,  but  the  hour  being  late  I  confined  myself  to 
í\  scrutiny  of  the  misconceptions  of  the  preceding  speaker. 
Sir  Edward  Grey,  as  may  be  verified  from  the  published 
reports  of  the  parliamentary  debate  in  question,  did  not 
say  that  300  slaves  from  Angola  had  been  disembarked  in 
S.  Thomé ;  he  merely  said  he  had  seen  a  statement  to  that 
efíect  which  had  surprised  him,  knowing  as  he  did  that 
Angolan  recruitment  had  been  suspended,  but  he  promised 
to  make  enquiry  regarding  it.  His  questioner  has  not  to 
this  day  pressed  Sir  Edward  for  the  result  of  his  enquiries. 
Were  he  to  do  so,  he  would  receive  the  assurance  that  no 
such  disembarkation  has  taken  place — for  such  is  the  simple 
truth.  Does  the  League  of  Honour  not  want  the  truth 
before  ali  things? 

"  As  to  the  continuance  of  serviçal  importation  from 
Angola,  there  is  a  curious  tendency  in  this  country  to  ignore 
or  suppress  the  fact  that  it  has  now  been  discontinued  for 
nearly  two  years.     I  have  never  denied  that  grave  abuses, 
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nay  crimes,  used  to  occur  in  conncction  witli  the  old  vicious 
system  of  recruitin^  labour  thron^h  purely  nejíro  agency, 
the  barbarity  of  the  negro  towards  his  fellow-nejíro  being 
notorious.  But  why  not,  in  justice  to  Portugal,  recognise 
that  that  system  is  ended  for  ever,  and  that  it  was  Portugal 
herself  who  put  an  end  to  it  ?  Mr  Ne\inson's  statement  that 
the  Loanda  paper,  vvhich  used  to  show  up  the  abuses  in  tiie 
hinterland  of  Angola,  has  sinee  been  suppressed,  may  best 
be  answered  by  my  producing  my  file  of  that  paper,  with  its 
articles  on  the  question  week  after  weeU  for  many  years 
after  Mr  Nevinson's  visit.  I  have  sent  the  Hon.  Secretary 
of  the  League  of  Honour  an  original  copy  of  one  of  its 
issues  as  a  sample.  Its  impunitx'  as  an  organ  of  public 
opinion  may  be  judged  by  the  faet  tiiat  the  Portuguese 
reformatory  law  of  July  1909,  putting  an  end  to  the  abuses 
in  Angolan  recruiting,  is  largely  founded  on  the  reeom- 
mendations  of  that  very   paper. 

"  The  assertion  that  Major  \'ieira  was  depLited  by  the 
Portuguese  Government  to  enquire  into  labour  conditicjns 
on  the  Islands,  and  that  he  reported  ofHcially  that  the  case 
demanded  the  repatriation  of  ali  the  Angolan  labour  force, 
is  without  foimdation  in  fact.  There  is  ali  the  difference 
in  the  world  between  the  utterances  of  an  unemployed 
officer  to  a  friendly  press-reviewer  and  the  responsible 
recommendations  of  a  Government  delegate  with  a  deHnite 
mission. 

"As  to  conditions  generally,  I  elosed  my  remarks  liy 
quoting,  as  against  Mr  Nevinson's  vague  calumnies,  the 
w(jrds  of  Sir  Hakky  Johxsto.v  before  the  British  Assoeia- 
tion :  '  I  can  only  say  the  system  works  admirably  in 
S.  Thomé,  and  a  happier  or  better-cared-for  class  of 
negrões  I  never  saw.'  His  remarks  as  to  Angola  deserve 
equal  attention  : — 'The  Portuguese  rule  more  by  influenee 
than  by  force  .  .  .  The  country  is  so  thickly  populated 
that  if  the  inhabitants  really  disliked  Portuguese  rule  they 
could  in  a  moment  svveep  it  away.'  Could  anything  be  more 
authoritative  than  this  ? 

I  have  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  and  of  your  corre- 
spondent's  note  to  the  Hon.  Secretary,  League  of  Honour. 
— I  am,  etc, 

"J.  A.   Wvi.i.iK." 


EnrroKiAi.   I-ootnoti:. 

We   publish   this  letter  with   pleasure,    because  we  agree 
with  Lieiít.-Colonel  Wyllie  that  Mr  Xevinson   has  not  always 
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weighed  his  criticisms  of  the  labour  conditions  in  Príncipe 
and  S.  Thomé  with  the  care  which  the  subject  demands.  Mr 
Nevinson  is  generous  and  impulsive,  but,  lacking  in  judgment, 
he  may  sometimes  do  more  harm  than  good  to  the  causes 
which  he  taUes  up.  Happily  for  the  indentured  labourers  of 
Principe  and  S.  Thomé,  Sir  Edward  Grey,  in  his  representa- 
tions  to  the  Poi-tuguese  Government,  was  influenced  not  so 
much  by  Mr  Nevinson's  reports  as  by  Mr  Burtt's,  and  the 
information  coUected  by  the  late  Mr  Fox-Bourne.  If  con- 
ditions are  now  better  in  the  Islands  than  they  were  three 
years  ago,  it  is  due  to  the  sound  and  exact  work  of  Mr 
Fox-Bourne,  Mr  Burtt,  and  Mr  Cadbury,  rather  than  t(j  the 
florid  denunciations  of  Mr  NevMnson. — Editor,  Yorksliire 
Observcr. 


FROM  THE  YORKSHIRE  OBSERVER,  16th  June  1911. 


"The  Late   Mr   Fox  Bourne  and  Mr  Nevixsox. 

"  Sir, — In  an  editorial  note  to  Mr  Travers  Buxton's  letter 
in  answer  to  Col.  \Vyliie's  imputations,  vou  write  that  *  as  you 
had  niany  conversations  with  the  late  Mr  Fox  Bourne  on  this 
subject,  you  cannot  agree  that  he  accepted  Mr  Nevinson's 
report  absolutely.'  In  vindication  of  a  memory  which  I 
value  very  highly,  will  you  allow  me  to  say  that  during  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  after  my  return  from  Central  Africa 
and  the  publication  of  my  report  on  Central  Africa  and 
S.  Thomé  slavery,  Mr  Fox  Bourne  gave  me  his  most  intimate 
friendship  and  most  active  co-operation  ?  Xot  only  did  he 
speak  on  the  subject  from  the  same  public  platform  with 
myself  and  urge  my  report  upon  the  notice  of  the  Foreign 
Office,  but  he  made  it  the  occasion  and  basis  of  his  own 
admirable  treatise  called  '  Slave  Traffic  in  Portuguese  Africa.' 
As  you  very  truly  say,  he  was  himself  scrupulously  just  and 
exact,  and  he  wouid  not  have  acted  thus  if  he  had  not 
accepted  the  truth  of  what  I  reported.  I  saw  him  and 
corresponded  with  him  very  frequently  during  these  years, 
sometimes  almost  daily,  and  I  only  wish  he  were  alive  now, 
not  only  to  confirm  what  I  say,  but  to  help  us  ali  forward, 
as  he  helped  me,  in  the  great  cause  to  which  he  devoted 
his  life. 
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As  Mr  Travers  Buxton  writes,  my  accounts  of  the 
conditions  in  Angola  and  S.  Thomé  have  been  in  ali 
important  particulars  entirely  confirmed  by  .Mr  Joscph 
Burtt  and  Mr  William  Cadbury,  who  visited  the  districts 
themselves,  as  well  as  by  Mr  C.  A.  Swan  ( author  of 
'  Slavery  of  To-day'),  and  other  missionaries  long  resident 
in  Portuguese  West  Africa.  Against  the  whole  mass  of 
evidence  now  before  us,  as  summarised  in  Mr  Fox  Bourne's 
book,  or  suppHed  since  its  pubhcation,  the  contradictions 
and  personal  attacks  which  naturally  began  to  appear  from 
interested  quarters  soon  after  my  return  do  not  seem  to  me 
to  count  for  much. 

"  We  may  ali  hope  that  under  the  influence  of  the  new 
Anti-Slavery  Society  in  Portugal,  and  such  excellent  advisers 
as  Major  Vieira,  the  new  Portuguese  Government  will  finally 
rid  the  world  of  an  atrocious  system  that  has  so  long 
devastated  Angola  and  made  S.  Thomé  an  island  of  slave 
labour.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  progress  is  being 
made,  in  spite  of  the  lucrative  interests  involved,  and  we 
expect  further  evidence  shortly. 

(Signed)  "  He.\rv  W.   Nevinsox." 


[We  admit  that  Mr  Fox  Bourne  attached  a  certain  value 
to  Mr  Nevinson's  report,  but  he  ccrtainly  dcprecated  to  us 
— anel  in  the  same  conversation  hc  dcciarcd  that  hc  had 
deprecated  in  his  interviews  with  Sir  Edward  Grey  the 
emphasis  which  Mr  Nevinson  had  given  to  his  charges 
against  Portuguese  officials.  It  is  quite  two  years  since  we 
read  Mr  Fox  Bourne's  "  Slave  Traffic  in  Portuguese  Africa," 
but  our  recollection  of  it  is  that  it  was  a  sober  and  restrained 
statement  of  the  British  case  against  Portugal  on  account 
of  treaties  and  pledges  unfulfilled  in  regard  to  the  slave 
traffic,  and  that  beyond  the  statement  of  a  long-standing 
and  almost  historie  breach  of  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Portuguese  Government,  there  was  nothing  in  it  to  wound 
the  pride  of  the  Portuguese  nation  or  even  of  Portuguese 
individuais.  Mr  Nevinson,  on  the  other  hand,  indulged  in 
denunciation  both  in  general  and  in  detail,  and  recommended 
that  Englishmen  and  Americans  should  boycott  ali  cocoa 
grown  in  Príncipe  and  S.  Thomé — a  policy  which  was 
particularly  distasteful  to  Mr  Fox  BoiM'ne,  and,  we  believe, 
to  Sir  Charles  Dillíc,  another  member  of  the  old  Aborigincs 
Society.      Mr  Fox  Bourne  was  a  statesman,  and   as   he  had 
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to  make  use  of  a  hundi-ed  different  tcmperaments  in  order 
to  attain  his  statesmanlike  objects,  he  wisely  forborc  from 
telling  his  coadjutors  (like  Mr  Nevinson)  that  he  disapproved 
of  this  or  that  way  of  presenting  their  case.  He  "  sat  on 
pins  and  needles"  (his  own  expression)  whilst  they  made 
their  blunders,  and  consoled  himself  with  the  reflection  that 
in  the  main  they  were  with  him.  While  \ve  believe  in  the 
causes  in  which  Mr  Fox  Bourne  beheved,  we  are  not  self- 
restrained,  as  he  was,  from  disclaiming  sympathy  with 
exaggeration,  and  even  injustice,  employed  as  they  may  be 
in  the  furtherance  of  those  causes.  We  would  uphold  his 
judicial  and  conscientious  way  of  cxamining  a  qucstion 
as  the  way  most  calcuhited  to  secure  the  redress  of 
wrongs  without  creating  wrongs  at  the  expense  of  new 
victims. — Edit.1 


FROM     THE      YORKSHIRE     OBSERVER, 

TuESDAY,    20th    June    1911. 


"The  Late  Mr  Fox  Bourxe  and  Mr  Nevinson. 

"  Sir, — I  am  unwilling  to  continue  the  correspondence 
about  my  friend  Mr  Fox  Bourne,  who,  unhappily,  died  more 
than  two  years  ago,  but  a  statement  in  your  editorial  note 
to  my  letter  yesterday  appears  to  me  so  mistaken  that  I 
must  ask  you  to  allow  me  to  answer  it. 

"  You  say  :  '  Mr  Nevinson  recommended  that  Englishmen 
and  Americans  should  boycott  ali  cocoa  growers  in  Principe 
and  S.  Thomé,  a  policy  which  was  particularly  distasteful 
to  Mr  Fox  Bourne.'  Now,  if  there  was  one  point  more  than 
another  in  which  Mr  Fox  Bourne  supported  me  heart  and 
soul,  it  was  in  this  policy  of  the  boycott.  I  have  many 
letters  and  reports  before  me  to  prove  this,  but  I  will  only 
quote  three  points. 

"  Writing  to  me  on  20th  May   1908,  he  said ; — 

"  '  1  think  it  right  to  tell  you  privately  that  I  hear  the 
Cadburys,  etc,  are  seriously  proposing  to  give  up  their 
buying  of  S.  Thomé  cocoa.     This  is  good  news  if  true.' 

"  When,  to  their  lasting  credit,  the  English  cocoa  íirms 
declared  the  boycott  on  17th  March  1909,  Mr  Fox  Bourne 
had  becn  dead  six  weeks,  but  his  assistant  secretary  at  the 
Aborigines'  Protection  Society,  Mr  Arthur  Bryant,  wrote 
to  me : — 
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I  saw  your  Daily  News  article  on  the  cocoa  makers' 
decision,  and  was  tempted  to  send  you  congratulations  on 
having  seen  that  much  accomplished.  Would  not  our 
mutual  friend  (Mr  Fox  Bourne)  have  been  delighted  ?  ' 

"  Again,  in  the  official  obituary  of  Mr  Fox  Bourne, 
published  in  the  Aborigiiics'  Friend  of  May  1909,  I  find 
these  words : — 

This  boycotting  of  slave-grown  cocoa  has  been  advo- 
cated  by  Mr  Fox  Bourne  for  some  time,  but  he  did  not 
live  to  see  adopted  the  course  he  had  often  advised  for 
putting  pressure  on  the  slave-owners.' 

"  I  think  you  will  agree  that  this  is  evidence  enough,  but 
if  you  want  more,  I  have  plenty  more  to  give. 

"  As  to  the  charge  of  exaggeration  in  my  account  of  the 
Angola  and  S.  Thomé'  slavery,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the 
ev^idence  given  on  the  fifth  day  of  the  trial  Cadbury  x\ 
the  Standard  Í4th  December  1909),  where  it  is  shown  that 
Mr  Joseph  Burtt  telegraphed  from  Angola  that  the 
'  conditions  were  even  worse  than  those  described  in 
Mr  Nevinsons  book.' 

"  I  gather  from  your  note  that  you  do  not  possess  a  copy 
of  Mr  Fox  Bourne's  excellent  treatise  on  the  subject,  and 
I  am  asking  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  to  send  you  one, 
which  I  hope  you  will  accept.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible 
for  the  editor  of  a  great  daily  paper  to  follow  a  complicated 
question  like  this  with  the  exactness  of  those  who  have 
worked  at  it  persistently  for  nearly  seven  years. — I  am, 
"  (Signed)   Henry  W.  Nevinson." 

4  DOWNSIDE  Crescemt, 
Hampstead,  N.W.,   nth  Junc. 


[Mr  Nevinson's  evidence  is  overwhelming  on  a  point 
which  we  did  not  intend  to  raisc — the  bovcottiiii,'  of  the 
raw  cocoa.  We  had  in  mind  a  speech  by  Mr  Nevinson 
in  which  he  recommended  that  a  certain  cocoa  manu- 
factured  in  America  should  be  bought  because  it  was 
not  grown  in  S.  Thomé,  and  that  it  should  be  bought  in 
preference  to  cocoa  known  to  have  been  produccd  in 
that  Island  ...  It  was  this  kind  of  boycott  that  Mr  Fox 
Bourne  deprecated. — Edit.    Y.  O.] 

*  Sce  Mr  Burtt's  Spcccli    at    \\'asliinj;ton,    p.  87,  snprtr.     Aiiyola 
is  not  S.  ThomO. — J.  A.   W. 


XI.— Mr  TRAVERS  BUXTON  to  THE 
RESCUE. 


FROM     THE     YORKSHIRE     OBSERVER, 
Wednesday,   14th  June  1911. 


"  InDENTURED  LaBOUR  IN  PORTUGUESE  TeRRITORIES. 

Sir, — My  attention  having  been  called  to  Lieut.-Colonel 
Wyllie's  letter  in  your  issue  of  7th  June,  I  hope  you  will 
allow  me,  as  Secretary  of  the  Anti-Slavery  and  Aborigines' 
Protection  Society,  on  behalf  of  which  Mr  H.  W.  Nevinson 
spoke  at  the  recent  meeting  of  the  League  of  Honour,  to  reply 
briefly  to  some  of  that  gentleman's  criticisms  of  Mr  Nevinson's 
speech  on  the  Angola-S.  Thomé  question,  which  has  long 
occupied  the  attention  of  this  Society.  Mr  Nevinson  opened 
his  remarks  by  saying  he  would  speak  of  what  he  himself 
saw  in  the  Islands  six  years  ago,  and  I  may  say  that  his 
accounts  of  the  conditions  have  been  in  ali  important 
particulars  entirely  confirmed  by  Mr  Joseph  Burtt  and 
Mr  William  Cadbury,  as  well  as  by  Mr  C.  A.  Swan  (author 
of  '  Slavery  of  To-day '),  and  other  missionaries  in  Portuguese 
West  Africa.  During  the  last  two  years  very  little 
definíte  information  has  come  from  the  Islands,^  but 
there  is  reason  to  hope,  as  Mr  Nevinson  expressly  pointed 
OLit  in  his  speech,  that  the  new  Government  of  Portugal  is 
making  a  real  effort  to  reform  the  labour  system  in  the 
face  of  many  obstacles. 

*  The  evidence  reprinted  on  pp.  79,  S8,  94,  97,  101,  111,  113,  120, 
125,  127,  and  144  of  this  pamphlet  was  available  to  the' Anti-Slavery 
Society  during  its  two  years  of  self-imposcd  darkncss.  But  wlicre 
light  is  really  wantcd  is  upon  matters  within  its  own  jurisdiction  as 
a  Great  British  Censor  Morum.  This  \ve  have  endeavoured  to  suppiy, 
for  present  guidance. 
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"  As  regards  the  rumoured  importation  of  300  scrviçaes 
from  Angola,  Colonel  Wyllie  has  not  stated  the  purport  of 
Sir  Edward  Grey's  reply  in  the  House  of  Commons  quite 
accLirately."  It  was  that  he  had  received  Information  froni 
H.M.  Cônsul  at  Loanda  that  the  Governor  at  S.  Thonié 
had  given  permission  for  the  conveyance  of  300  sciiuçaes, 
and  he  had  asked  for  information  as  to  how  these  men  were 
recruited.  That  information  has  not  yet  been  published. 
We  are  fully  aware  that  there  is  said  to  have  been  no 
importation  of  Angolan  serviçaes  for  nearly  two  years, 
and  we  shall  be  only  too  glad  when  this  statement  is  fully 
established,  but  the  fact  reported  by  the  British  Cônsul 
at  Loanda  is  disquieting,  and  we  are  not  yet  in  a  position 
to  recognise  that — to  use  Colonel  Wyllie's  words — -'  the  system 
is  ended  for  ever.' 

"  In  the  past,  excellent  regulations  have  been  repeatedly 
passed  to  regulate  recruiting,  and  to  put  an  end  to  abuses, 
which  have  proved  ineffective  and  vain.  While  we  rejoice 
to  know  that  a  Portuguese  Anti-Slavery  Society  has  been 
formed,  and  to  believe  that  there  is  a  strong  demand  on 
the  part  of  a  large  number  of  Portuguese  for  reform,  it 
would  be  folly  not  to  recognise  that  the  interests  threatened 
are  very  strong,  and  that  great  pressure  has  been  put  upon 
the  Provisional  Government  to  induce  them  to  modify  their 
reform  policy,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  cause  \cry 
serious  loss  to  the  planters.  The  suppressed  newspaper, 
to  which  Mr  Nevinson  referred,  was  not  a  Loanda  but  a 
S.  Thomé  paper. 

Colonel  Wyllie  disputes  the  correctness  of  Mr  Nevinson's 
reference  to  Major  Vieira ;  may  I  refer  him  to  a  paragraph 
published  in  The  Times  of  4th  May,  from  its  Lisbon  corre- 
spondent,  stating  that  Major  Vieira  had  been  sent  out  to 
Príncipe  by  the  Provisional  Gínernmcnt,  and  that  hc  was 
officially  instructed  by  the  Minister  for  Marine  and  the 
Colonies  to  investigate  the  dcvelopment  of  sleeping  sickncss 
and  the  conditions  of  native  labour?  Major  Vieira  stated 
that  he  found  50,000  labourers  who  should  have  been 
repatriated,  i  and  that  he  was  convinced  that  the  slavery 
question  would  never  be  settled  unlcss  obligatory  repatria- 
tion  were  strictly  enforced,  although  he  was  aware  that 
this   would   cause   great    losses    to    the    plantation    owners. 

*  The  inaccLiracy  was  Mr  Nevinsons. 

t  Botli  Major  Vieira  and  Tlic  Times'  Lisbon  Coi'i-cspondcnt  slioiiM 
have  known  befter.  We.  rcfei'  tlieir  too  coiiHdin^  fricni.ls  to  |ip.  7,  (iV), 
and  70,  supra. 
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There  would  appear  to  be  no  doubt  that  the  officer 
in  question  was  '  a  Government  delegate  with  a  definite 
mission.' 

"As  for  Sir  Harry  Johnston,  he  cannot  be  cited  as  a 
witness  by  Colonel  Wyllie,  for  he  has  this  year  written  to 
me  in  a  letter — which  was  published  in  The  African  Mail 
of  7th  April — that  bis  visit  to  S,  Thomé  took  placc  in  1883, 
and  that  any  opinion  which  he  may  have  expressed  favour- 
able  to  S.  Thomé  was  spoken  or  written  in  ij^norance  of 
the  way  in  which  the  serviçaes  were  recruited.  Had  he 
known  this,  he  writes,  he  would  not  have  praised  the 
Portuguese  for  the  system  which  he  subsequently  exposed 
and  attacked. 

"  In  regard  to  your  editorial  note,  I  am  in  a  position  to 
State  that  the  late  Mr  Fox  Bourne's  impr)rtant  pamphlet 
on  this  question  was  almost  entirely  founded  on  Mr 
Nevinson's  report,  which  he  accepted  absolutely. — I 
am,  etc, 

"  Travers  Buxtox,  Secretary. 

"  Denison  Hocse,  S.W., 
"  \2th  Jime.'^ 


Editorial  Footnote. 

As  we  had  many  conversations  with  the  late  Mr 
Fox  Bourne  on  this  subject,  we  cannot  agree  that  he 
accepted  Mr  Nevinson's  report  absolutely.  While  he  had 
a  profound  admiration  and  respect  for  Mr  Nevinson,  he 
felt,  as  one  who  was  himself  scrupulously  just  and  exact, 
that  the  impulsively  sympathetic  temperament  is  not  the 
kind  of  temperament  to  yield  an  impartial  and  judicial  report 
from  the  midst  of  a  welter  of  conditions  and  circumstances 
of  which  human  servitude  is  one. 

—Editor,   YorksJiire  Observer, 
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Issiie  of  20///  Jiíiie. 


InDENTURED  LaBOUR  IN  PORTUGUESE  TehRITORIES. 

"38  HoPE  Tekrace, 
"Edinburgh,   \7th  Jiiiic  1911. 

"  Sir, — My  knowledge  of  labour  conditions  in  S.  Thomé 
is  much  more  recent  and  more  extensive  than  Mr  Nevinson's. 
I  have  had  facilities  for  investigating  them  and  for  comparing 
them  with  parallel  cases  elscwhere  which  he  has  not ;  and 
I  am  no  cnemy  to  the  ultimate  aims  of  the  Anti-Slavery  and 
Aborigines'  Protection  Society.  But  as  a  friend,  primarily, 
of  Portugal,  I  protest  most  earnestly  against  that  Society's 
methods  of  procedure,  under  Mr  Xevinson's  guidance ;  they 
are  utterly  suicidai. 

"  The  letter  of  its  Secretary,  for  an  answer  to  which  I 
solicit  the  hospitality  of  your  columns,  raises  points  of  fact 
on  ali  of  which  I  join  issue ;  I  cannot,  however,  promise  to 
be  brief;  the  case  as  stated  by  him  forbids  it. 

"  Mr  Nevinson,  I  am  quite  aware,  began  his  speech  by 
saying  he  would  describe  what  he  saw  in  the  Islands  six 
years  ago.  Good :  but  he  did  not  tell  his  hearers  what  I 
now  tell  them,  namely,  that  his  visit  to  S.  Thomé  was 
limited  to  a  hurried  run  ashore,  16th  to  19th  June  1905,* 
during  the  discharging  and  reloading  of  the  north-bound 
mail-boat  by  which  he  was  a  passenger.  Nor  did  he  rccall 
what  Mr  W.  A.  Cadbury  said  of  him  at  Birmingham  Assizes 
in  December  1909,  that  during  that  journey  he  was  half 
delirious  with  fever,  obsessed  by  the  delusion  of  a  conspiracy 
against    his    life,    and    entirely   ignorant    of   the   Portuguesa 

*  I  finei  my  dates  are  wrong,  and  apologise  accordinj^ly.  The 
ccrtificatc  of  the  Empreza  Nacional  de  Navcjjaçao,  which  follows  this 
letter,  shows  jMr  Nevinson's  visit  to  S.  Thomé  to  have  been  tcn  days 
later.  and  two  days  longer  than  his  statements  in  "  A  Modern  Slavery  " 
lead  the  readcr  to  siipposc.  Hence  tiie  foilowing  cori-cctions  have  to 
be  made  in  my  letter,  above : — 

For 

...  "a  hurried  riin  ashore,  16th  to  19th  June  1905,  during  dis- 
charge  and  reloading  of  the  north-bound  mail-boat," 

rccid 

...  "a  hurried  run  ashore,  26th  June  to  Ist  July,  during  trans 
shipmcnt  to  the  north-bound  mail-boat." 

The  rest  of  my  statcment  stands. — J.   A.    W. 
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languaj^e.  Nevcrthclcss  thcse  short  excursions  on  land  have 
furnished  him  with  no  less  than  twenty-seven  pages  of 
'A  Modern  Slavery '  (pp.   182-209). 

"And  the  case  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  against  the 
planters  of  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe  stands  or  falis  by  the 
testimony  of  Mr  Nevinson  alonc,  for  its  Secretary  com- 
plains  that  little  or  no  information  of  more  recent  date  has 
reached  it. 

"Corning  to  details;  Mr  Nevinson  is  reported  now  to 
State  that  the  Anti-Slavery  papcr  he  mentioned  as  suppressed 
was  one  published,  not  at  Loanda,  but  in  S.  Thomé.  I  have 
placed  myself  in  telegraphic  communication  with  competent 
authority  in  S.  Thomé,  and  am  now  in  a  position  to  state 
that  no  paper  published  in  that  Island  has  ever  been 
suppressed  for  its  anti-slavery  policy.  Before  passing  on 
to  the  ncxt  point,  however,  iet  me  examine  Mr  Nevinson's 
remarks  as  to  the  Loanda  paper  which  he  admits  has  iwt 
been  suppressed.  He  says  [Op.  cit.,  p.  27) — '  a  httle  paper 
appears  occasionally  in  Loanda — the  Defeza  d' Angola — in 
which  the  shame  of  the  whole  system  is  exposed,  at  ali 
events,  with  courage.  The  paper  is  not  popular  with  the 
official  or  governing  classes.  No  courageous  paper  ever 
can  be,  for  the  official  person  is  born  with  a  hatred  of 
reform '  .  .  .  etc,  etc.  Yet  it  was  not  this  paper,  pubHshed 
in  the  thick  of  the  fray  from  which  Mr  Nevinson  himself 
{Op.  cit.,  p.  185)  only  escaped  with  his  life,  that  was  sup- 
pressed, but  some  obscure  and  un-named  paper  appearing 
in  S.  Thomé,  where  any  discussion  of  the  question  would 
fali  flat,  there  being  nothing  to  discuss.  '  How  common 
is  the  art  of  poisoning  in  Portuguese  possessions ! '  remarks 
Mr  Nevinson  in  the  same  connection.  But  if  so,  how  comes 
it  that  the  editors  of  the  Defeza  d' Angola  or  Voz  d' Angola, 
and  of  the  Angolense,  have  not  been  poisoned  off  long  ago  ? 
Or  that  Mr  A.  C.  Swan,  the  missionary  whom  he  also  cites, 
can  point  to  twenty-three  years  of  residence  under  that 
Borgian  regime,  and  yet  publish  reminiscences  of  Angola 
with  impunity  ? 

"  The  Society's  error  as  to  the  300  serviçacs  has  ah-eady 
been  cleared  up  by  Senhor  Mantero  in  the  issue  of  the 
Africau  Mail  preceding  that  now  quoted  by  Mr  Buxton, 
but  as  he  may  have  overlooked  the  explanation,  Iet  me 
give  it.  I  repeat  that  the  old  vicious  system  of  recruiting 
is  at  an  end  for  ever,  irrespective  of  the  accuracy  or  other- 
wise  of  the  report  as  to  the  300  serviçaes.  The  enactment 
described  by  Sir  Edward  Grey  (for  whose  exact  words  1  am 
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indebted  to  the  Times  of  22nd  March  1911)  was  passed  by 
the  Portuguese  Legislature  in  July  1909  \n  order  to  replace 
the  bad  oid  system  by  one  entirely  free  from  ali  suspicion 
of  compulsion.  I  was  then  in  S.  Thomé  myself,  and  saw 
the  end  of  the  old  system  and  the  beginning  of  the  new. 
But  as  the  administrative  machhiery  for  worUing  the  Act 
could  not  be  created  at  once,  ali  recruiting  in  Angola  was 
suspended  in  order  to  enable  this  to  be  done.  On  my  rcturn 
to  Lisbon  a  month  or  two  later  I  had  the  facts  from  the 
Minister  himself  responsible  for  the  measure.  But  as  tw(j 
years  have  now  elapsed  since  the  suspension,  it  is  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  it  may  at  any  day  be  removed  and  the  new 
system  tried.  As  the  south-bound  boats  leaving  S.  Thomé 
have  a  two-months'  voyage  to  make  (to  their  turning-point 
on  the  East-African  coast)  before  they  again  touch 
at  S.  Thomé,  each  commander  takes  the  precaution  of 
obtaining,  in  anticipation  of  recruiting  being  re-opened 
under  reformed  conditions,  the  formal  permit,  stating  the 
maximum  accommodation  available  for  passengers  of  the 
native  labouring  class,  without  which  none  may  be 
embarked  from  Angolan  ports.  To  any  one  famihar 
with  official  procedure,  there  is  no  mystery  in  this,  and 
it  is  obvious  that  the  permit  of  a  subordinate  authority 
has  no  validity  unless  and  until  the  suspension  imposed 
by  the  superior  authority  has  been  witlidrawn.  But  if 
the  Society  is  willing  to  accept  Information  from  any 
source  other  than  Mr  Nevinson,  let  it  press  Sir  Edward 
Grey,  as  Mr  Alantcro  advised  it  to  do  long  ago,  for  the 
results  of  his  promised  cnquiry  into  the  rumour.  I  am 
assured  by  cablegram  from  S.  Thomé  of  to-day's  date 
that  no  ser'Víçães  from  Angola  have  been  landed  there 
up  to  now. 

"  As  to  iMajor  Vieira's  alleged  report  to  Government,  I 
certainly  dispute  both  Mr  Nevinson's,  and  the  Times'  Lisbon 
correspondent's  statements.  If  the  matter  is  of  any  import- 
ance,  let  it  be  referred  to  the  Portuguese  Government  and 
it  will  soon  be  seen  which  of  us  is  in  the  right.  The  only 
point  of  intcrest,  however,  is  beyond  dispute,  and  that  is  that 
Major  Vieira's  reclame  has  defeated  his  candidature  for  the 
vacant  governorship  of  S.  Thomé,  and  both  phintcrs  and 
serviçaes  can  now  breathe  freely. 

"  I  should  not  have  dragged  Sir  Harry  Johnston's  name 
into  the  squabble  had  his  utterances  been  fairly  handled  by 
my  first  opponent,  the  African  Mail,  nor  should  I  do  so  now 
had   he   not,  in  the  very  letter  to  Mr  Buxton    now  quoted, 
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expressly  requested  ali  of  us  to  cite  his  ipsissima  verba  and 

not  garbled  remembrances  of  thèm.     He  went  on  to  indicate 

where  his  actual  words  were  to  be  found,  and  I  accordingly 

traced  them  out  and  quoted  them  cxactly  as  I  found  them, 

with  the  cxplanatory  context.      It  would  be  just  as  easy  for 

me,  as  it  has  been  for  Mr  Buxton,  by  detaching  fragments 

from   their  context  in   his  prcsent  letter,  to  make  good   my 

case  without  reference  to  his  previous  writings.      But  as  the 

letter  of  the  current  year  has  been  published  in  full  (African 

Mail,  7th  April)  and  translated  into  the  leading  Lisbon  papers 

as  well,  I   need  only  ask  that  it  be  read  as  a  whole,  when 

it  will  be  seen  that  it  does  not  bear  the  interpretation  Mr 

Buxton  puts  upon  it.      Sir  Harry  Johnston  in  no  way  recants 

his  earlier  opinions;  on  the  contrary  he  says  just  what  I  do, 

namely,  that  the  negrões  he  saw  serving  in  S.  Thomé  may 

have  been  well  treated  and  yet  may  have  been   recruited  in 

Angola    under    most    reprehensible    conditions.      Quite    so ; 

and  I  have  ali  along  protested  against  the  persistent  vilifying 

of   the   Island    planters  for    the  misdeeds   of    barbarians    in 

the  far  interior  of  Africa,  as  if  Angola  and  S.  Thomé  were 

one  and  the  same  place. 

"  Mr   Buxton's   claim  that  public  opinion   in   Portugal   is 

on  the  side  of  his  Society  has   no  foundation   in  fact.      It 

might    have    been     otherwise   but    for    blank    ignorance   of 

the    conditions.      The    Society's    assumption    of   a    right   to 

dictate    to    Portugal,    in    the    teeth    of    Sir    Edward    Grey's 

clear  demonstration  of  the  non-existence  of  any  such   right 

(Times  report  of  22nd  March  1911),  and  the  attitude  implying 

that  ali  notions  of  the  humane  are  centred  in  Denison  House, 

and   inscribed   in  '  A  Modern  Slavery,'  are  intolerable  to  a 

nation  whose   record  of  dealings  with  the   negro  is   second 

to    none.       A    very    slight    acquaintance.  with    the    current 

Portuguesa   press  would   confirm   this.     It  would   be  worth 

the  Society's  while,  however,  to  study  and  reply  to  the  very 

able  series  of  articles  published  between  24th  February  and 

16th  April  of  this  year — thirteen   in   ali— in   the  Jornal  do 

Coniiiiercio. — I  am,   etc, 
> 

"J.  A.  Wyllie." 


[We  have  made  one  or  two  excisions  in  Col.  \Vyllie's 
letter,  without,  however,  affecting  his  argument. — Editor, 
Yorkshire  ObserverI] 
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CeRTIFICATE    OF    THE    E.MPREZA    NaCIONAL    DE    NAVEGAÇÃO. 

"  Rua  dEl  Rei, 
"  LiSBON,  I5th  Aiigust  1911. 

"Colonel   Wyllie. 

Dear  Sir, — As  requested,  we  beg  to  inform  you 
that  Mr  Nevinson  sailed  from  Benguella  per  ss.  Loatuía, 
on  the  Sth  June  1905,  for  Príncipe,  where  he  arrived  23rd 
of  the  same  month ;  thence  he  left  for  S.  Thomé  per 
ss.  Benguella  on  the  2õth,  leaving  for  Lisbon  per  ss. 
Portugal  on  the   Ist  July  of  the  same  year. 

You  are  at  Hberty  to  make  whatever  use  you  may  thhilí 
fit  of  the  above  communication, 

(Signed) 

"  For  the  Empreza  Nacional  de   Navegação, 
"  B.  de  C.  Mettori.m,  Ág.  Maiiager." 


Piiblishcd  29//?  Jiiiic   1911, 


"  Portcgal's  Indentured  Labour. 

'  To  The  Editor,   Yorksliire  Obserccr. 

"  Sir, — The  letter  which  you  published  from  Coloncl 
Wyllie  on  this  subjcct,  in  your  issue  of  20th  June,  touchcs 
upon  far  more  subjects  than  can  properly  be  dealt  with 
within  the  compass  of  a  letter,  but  I  hope  you  will  permit 
me  to  correct  some  of  his  statements  about  the  Anti-Slavcry 
and  Aborigines'  Protection  Society.  Colonel  Wyllie  is 
singularly  ignorant  of  its  work  and  methods,  if  he  really 
supposcs  ttiat,  in  its  policy,  it  follows  the  guidance  of 
a  single  individual,  or  is  dependcnt  on  any  one  source  of 
information.  I  am  content  to  refer  your  readers  to  any 
of  the  Society's  publications  to  show  that  this  is  as  far  as 
possible  from  being  the  case. 

"The  Society  is  actuated  by  no  hostility  to  Portugal 
or   the   Portuguese,   and   has  certainly   ncver  assumed   the 


172      MR  TRAVERS  BUXTON  TO  THE  RESCUE 

right  to  dictate  to  tliat  country,  as  Colonel  Wyllie  strangely 
asscrts ;  on  thc  contrary  it  has  always  rccoí^niscd  the  supreme 
value  of  the  creation  of  an  enlightencd  public  opinion  in 
Portugal,  which  alone  has  authority  to  scttle  the  Angola- 
S.  Thomé  labour  question.  We  have  reason  to  believe 
that  such  a  public  opinion  in  that  country  has  now  been 
widely  awakened. 

"  VVe  are  only  too  glad  to  believe  that  it  is  a  fact  that 
no  serviçaes  from  Angola  have,  for  about  two  years  past, 
been  imported  into  the  Islands,  although  we  have,  as  yet 
no  positive  confirmation  of  it,  but  as  Colonel  Wyllie  himself 
says  in  his  letter,  the  suspension  may  any  day  cease,  and  he 
appears  to  admit  that  permission  has  been  given  for  the 
conveyance  of  300  labourers.  AU  opponents  of  slavery 
must  hope  that  when  the  importation  from  Angola  re-com- 
mences,  recruiting  will  be  carried  out  on  the  reformed  lines 
indicated  by  the  Portuguese  Government,  which,  as  Sir 
Edward  Grey  has  said,  must,  if  properly  and  effectively 
carried  out,  stop  the  abuses  which  previously  existed  ;  but, 
to  quote  the  Foreign  Secretary  again — what  we  ali  desire  is 
not  regulations,  but  results. 

"  Colonel  Wyllie  may  rest  assured  that  this  Society  has 
pressed  the  Foreign  Office  to  make  the  fuUest  enquiries  and 
obtain  reports  on  the  present  situation,  and  we  are  satisfied 
that  His  Majesty's  Government  attaches  the  greatest  import- 
ance  to  this  matter.  I  can  only  repeat  with  confidence  that 
whatever  opinions  Sir  Harry  Johnston  may  have  expressed 
twenty-eight  years  ago  about  the  serviçaes  in  S.  Thomé,  he 
cannot  be  cited  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  Colonel  Wyllie's 
views. 

(Signed)   "Travers  Buxtox, 
"Secretary,  Anti-Slavcry,  ctc,  Society.''^ 


*  If  so,  what  was  its  object  in  scnding  a  deputation  to  Lisbon 
to  demand  "  guarantees "  from  tlie  Portuguese  Government?  And 
when  does  it  propose  to  refute  the  Lisbon  Reforma' s  indictment  of 
20th  June?     See  pp.  43,  45,   107.   108  and  123,  supra.— J.  A.  W. 
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Piiblished  3nl  Jiily   1911, 


Portugal's  Indentlred  Labour. 

"38  HoFE  Terrace,  Edinburgh, 
"30th  June  1911. 
■"  To  The  Editor, 

"  Yorkshire  Daily  Obset~ver,   Bradford. 

Sir, — Just  two  words  in  reply  to  Mr  Travers  Buxton's 
•denial  of  my  right  to  cite  Sir  Harry  Johnston  as  a  witness 
in  support  of  my  view.  Surely  this  is  a  question  for  Sir 
Harry  Johnston  himself  ?  Considering  that  the  latter 
^entleman  has  not  merely  asUed  Mr  Buxton  and  me,  and 
ali  concerned,  to  quote  his  exact  words,  but  has  given  me 
personally  the  most  ample  assistance  towards  discovering 
the  text  of  the  passage  originaliy  in  dispute,  I  am  quite  as 
confident,  for  my  part,  that  I  have  the  best  of  ali  rights  in 
the  matter — that  conferred  by  the  author  in   person. 

"  The  case  is  briefly  this  : 

"On  the  12th  of  February  1884  (Sir  F.  J.  Goldsmid  in 
the  Chair),  Sir  Harry  Johnston  told  the  Society  of  Arts  in 
London,  the  story  of  his  traveis  in  Portuguese  West  Africa, 
mentioning  among  other  things  that  S.  Thomé  was  in  his 
•opinion  '  the  ideal  of  a  black  man's  paradise,  and  the  negrões 
of  S.  Thomé  the  happiest  negrões  in  the  world.' 

"  In  June-July  1909  1  visited  that  Island,  made  a  careful 
inspection  of  many  plantations,  and  carne  to  identically  the 
same  conclusion  as  Sir  Harry  Johnston  had  done,  years 
before.  On  return  to  Portugal  I  found  people  there  much 
distressed  at  the  persistent  tales  of  maltreatment  being 
spread  abroad  against  them  in  the  English  press.  I  took 
the  matter  up,  and  have  ever  since  tried  to  disabuse  the 
public  mind  of  the  idle  tales  of  malicious  enemies,  often 
repeated  in  good  faith  by  othcrs. 

"On  the  17th  March  1911,  I  roused  the  indignation  of  a 
certain  '  Anti-Slavery '^  paper  by  a  simple  statement  of  fact 
regarding  S.  Thomé,  coupled  with  information  as  to  the 
true  parentage  of  the  expression  '  Paradise  of  the   Negro,' 

*   The  Áfriciíii  Mail,  scc  page   145,  supra. 
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used  by  a  Portuguese  speaker  to  describe  that  Island. 
Hence  the  reference  by  Mr  Buxton  which  clicited  Sir 
Harry  Johnston's  letter  of  24th  Marcb. 

"  Since  then,  Mr  Buxton  has  exerted  himself  to  explain 
away,  in  a  sense  favourable  to  the  preconceived  theories 
of  his  Society,  the  contents  of  that  letter.  His  reading, 
however,  is  quite  wrong,  and   I  will  prove  it. 

"As  recently  as  25th  June,  Sir  Harry  Johnston  wrote 
me  a  private  letter,  which  I  do  not  propose  to  ask  his 
permission  to  publish,  as  it  only  indirectly  concerns  the 
present  dispute.  I  do  not,  however,  think  he  will  regard 
it  as  any  breach  of  confidence  on  niy  part,  seeing  that  Mr 
Buxton  has  apparently  assailed  his  credibility  as  a  writer, 
were  I  to  mention  that  he  has  assured  me  in  the  most 
unmistakeable  of  terms  that  he  has  no  desire  whatever 
either  to  withdraw  or  modify  his  words  regarding  the 
serviçaes  of  S.  Thomé.  Indeed,  he  expresses  incredulity 
that  any  one  should  be  found  accusing  the  Portuguese  of 
maltreating  the  labourers  in  the  Islands. 

"  These  things  being  so,  unless  Mr  Buxton  means  to 
impugn  that  gentleman's  authority  or  consistency,  I  can 
only  interpret  his  words  as  an  expression  of  annoyance 
at  the  production  of  evidence  inconvenient  to  his  own 
mistaken  theory. 

(Signed)  "J.  A.  Wyllie." 


XII.— SiR    HARRY   JOHNSTOX    TO 
THE  RESCUR  OF  BOTH. 


OUR  SUIT  BEFORE  THE   TRIBUNAL  OF   HOXOUR: 
SiR  Harry  Johnston  ok  Angolan   Recruiting. 


EXTRACTS    FROM   A    REFORMA,    Lisbon, 
18th    July   1911. 

"The  Editor  of  this  paper  has  just  received  from  a 
British  authority  of  repute  the  ietter  \ve  give  below, 
showing  in  itself  to  what  good  purpose  the  Reforiiia  has 
handled  the  question  of  native  African  labour  for  S. 
Thomé.  It  is  something  to  know  that  it  has  evoked  the 
attention  of  a  travelled  English  scientist  whose  soundness 
of  judgment  and  detachment  of  standpoint  cannot  fail  to 
do  justice  to  us  Portuguese  colonisers. 

"The  readers  of  the  Reforma  already  know  Sir  Harry 
Johnston  from  his  recorded  opinions  of  us  as  colonisers, 
and  from  his  unbiassed  testimony  regarding  S.  Thomé  as 
the  Paradise  of  the  Black  Man.  It  is,  howcvcr,  quito 
natural  that  Sir  Harry,  moved  by  Mcssrs  Buxton  and 
Nevinson,  or  by  their  friends  and  admirers,  should  yicid 
to  entreaties  and  come  to  their  rescuc,  as  his  present 
Ietter  betokens.  Be  this  as  it  may,  what  cannot  but  be 
welcome  to  the  Reforma  is  his  graceful  idea  of  addrcssing 
us  in  our  own  language.  Here  we  havc  an  eminent 
English  scientist,  avowing  himself  the  fricnd  of  Portugal, 
and  we  believe  him  to  be  so,  who  is  not  above  exprcssing 
himself  in  the  Portuguese  language.  We  give  his  Ietter 
just  as  it  came  into  our  liands,  venturing  only  to  retouch 
one     or     two     points     of     gi-ammar,     not     by     any     means 
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Anglicisms  but  apparcntly  filtered  thrí)ugh  and  rctaining 
a  slight  savoLir  of  the  French  idiom  to  which  its  writer 
seems  to  have  resorted,  to  supplement  his  recollection  of 
Portuguese.  We  can  see  he  has  done  so  with  the  desire 
to  please  us." 


"  Sr.  Director  D.  Thomas  de  Noronha. 

"  POLING,    SUSSEX, 

]2tli  Jiily   1911. 

"  I  have  read  the  correspondence  in  your  valuable  paper, 
the  Reforma,  dealing  with  the  question  of  the  labourers 
for  S.  Thomé.  It  seems  to  me  self-contradictory  in  some 
points,  and  almost  everywhere  it  shirks  complete  frank- 
ness.  Let  me  reply  to  you  in  a  Portuguese  which  has 
suffered  through   long  absence  from   Portugal !  " 


[The  above  is  our  re-translation.  What  follows  is 
taken  from  Sir  Harry  Johnstons  own  re-translation, 
published  in  the  Afrícan  Mail  of  21st  July  1911,  the 
opening  paragraph  given  by  the  latter  paper  being 
apparently  part  of  the  writer's  covering  letter  addressed 
to  it  . 


"In  1882-3  I  travelled  through  ali  the  Portuguese 
colonies  in  West  Africa,  just  as  at  later  dates  I  have 
visited  most  of  the  Portuguese  possessions  in  East  Africa 
where  I  have  been  a  Cônsul  for  seven  years.  I  have  ahvays 
felt  sympathetically  towards  the  Portuguese,  not  only  from 
an  early  acquaintance  with  their  country  and  their  history, 
but  from  their  wonderful  past  achievements  in  Africa  and 
the  great  benefits  they  have  conferred  on  that  continent  by 
their  introduction  of  valuable  sources  of  food  supply  from 
Brazil  and  índia.  But,  incidentally,  1  have  not  felt  able 
at  ali  to  approve  or  condone  their  methods  of  recruiting 
labour  in  Angola  and  on  the  Congo  borderlands  for  the 
working  of  the  S.  Thomé  plantations.  I  have  formed  this 
unfavourable  opinion  not  only  from  my  own  observations 
in  the  Mossamedes  hinterland  in  1882,  but  from  the  scenes 
witnessed  soon  afterwards  by  my  fellow-traveller,  Lord 
Mayo ;    and    at    a   much    later  date    by  the   American    and 
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Swiss  missionaries  in  Bihé  (including  the  late  Dr  Héli 
Chatelain).  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of 
Mr  Nevinson's  statements  re^íarding  Angola.  As  to  the 
treatment  of  the  serciçacs  in  S.  Thonié,  it  certainly  struck 
me  at  the  very  distant  date  of  my  visit — 1883 — that  it  was 
thoroughly  good.  Their  food,  quarters,  medicai  treat- 
ment, health  and  general  happiness  seenied  ali  that  one 
could  desire.  But  when  I  wrote  down  these  impressions 
I  was  quite  unaware  that  these  same  Negrões  were  not — 
as  I  imagined — perfectly  free,  self-enrolled  labourers  from 
Portuguese  West  Africa,  but  of  the  same  origin  as  the 
forcibly-obtained  recruits  such  as  I  had  seen  at  Humbe, 
on  the  Kunene,  in  the  summer  of  1882,  or  such  as  the 
American  missionaries  and  Mr  Nevinson  and  Lord  Mayo 
had  described.  Now  ali  who  know  the  Portuguese  know 
that  as  a  general  rule  they  are  kind  and  indulgent  masters 
and  employers  and  are  almost  constitutionally  averse  to 
cruelty.  At  least  that  is  my  experience  of  them. 
Nevertheless  this  disposition  on  their  part,  though  it  leads 
me  to  believe  that  S.  Thomé  is  not  a  place  where  Negrões 
are  ill-treated,  still  does  not  excuse  the  methods  by  which 
these  serviçacs  are  obtained  in  the  Angolan  hintcrland  or 
in  the  northern   province  of  Mozambique. 

"  There  are  plenty  of  ways  in  which  a  sufficiency  of 
free  labour  might  be  legitimately  obtained*  for  the  working 
of  plantations  in  beautiful,  healthy  S.  Thomé,  which, 
indeed,  might  well  be  '  a  Paradise  for  the  Negro,'  but  it 
is  not  my  intention  to  occupy  any  more  of  your  space 
other  than  to  say  that  with  ali  my  liking  and  genuine 
admiration  of  the  Portuguese,  and  my  sincere  desire 
that  the  Portuguese  Empire  may  continue  to  play  a  great 
part  in  the  honest  development  of  Africa,  1  cannot  allow 
myself  to  be  ranked  among  the  defendcrs  of  the  past 
system  of  recruiting  labour  in   S.  Thomé. 

"  Why  not  recognise  the  situation  frankly,  and  confess 
that  Portuguese  administration  has  erred  in  regard  to 
S.  Thomé  labour,  just  as  Great  Britain  madc  many 
similar  mistakes  and  allowed  similar  malpractices  in  her 
own  colonies  in  times  past?  As  I  have  frequently  pointed 
out,  in  my  own  writings,  we  have  often  done  wrong  to  the 


*  Thcre  are.  But  what  happcns  whcncvcr  S.  Thomc  trios  to 
obtain  it  ?  Intrigues,  abuse  and  misreprescntations,  obstaclcs. 
arrogant  and  impossible  eonditions.  See  pp.  64,  96,  109,  119,  and 
the    correspondcnce    forming    Pliase   XIII.    of    the   prcscnt    volume    of 

evidencc,   infra. 
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indigenoLis  races  of  our  domiiiions,  hiit  seldom  has  the 
wronjí  been  persisted  in  when  once  public  opinion  was 
informed  and  aroused.  The  very  Mr  Nevinson,  who  has 
incLirred  such  disliUe  in  Portuguese  colonial  circles,  is  the 
very  same  man  who  has  been  abused  in  a  section  of  the 
British  Press  for  attackinií  episodes  of  British  home  and 
colonial  administration.  How  far  he  has  been  correct  in 
arraigning  the  Portuguesa  I  cannot  say ;  but  it  is  aiready 
recognised  here  that  he  has  often  been  right  in  his 
criticism  of  British  policy,  and  his  criticism,  and  those 
of  others,  have  been  fruitful  of  refornis."^ 

"  I  write  this  letter  as  one  who  has  often  defended 
Portugal  against  unjust  aspersions,  and  who  believes  there 
is  splendid  colonising  material  and  much  administrative 
ability  among  your  fellow  countrymen  in  dealing  with 
undeveloped  countries  such  as  Brazil  was  once  and  so 
much  of  Central  America  and  Tropical  Africa  are  to-day. 
Look  how  well  you  have  dealt  with  the  Western  Congo 
since  it  carne  under  your  flag  in  1885.  The  same  mission- 
aries  who  have  criticised  you  in  connection  with  S.  Thomé 
have  given  you  great  praise  as  the  rulers  of  the  ancient 
Kingdom  of  Kongo. — I  am,  etc, 

"  H.     H.    JoHNSTON." 


As  the  League  of  Honour  will  recognise,  Sir  Harry 
Johnston  seems  to  be  writing  to  us  only  after  a  long  interval, 
weeks  and  months  having  passed  since  we  quoted  his  opinions. 
Thus  it  will  be  easy  to  see  how  much  spontaneity  there  is 
in  his  coming  forward  now.  Sir  Harry,  to  whom  we  are 
united  not  only  by  our  admiration  for  his  work,  but  by  a 
lively  sympathy  with  the  spirit  of  it,  must  have  allowed 
himself  to  be  infiuenced  by  Nevinsonian  pressure  or  by  the 
solicitations  of  that  same  Mr  Buxton  whom  he  answered 
during  the  controversy  in  the  African  Mail  in  a  tone  con- 
veying  the  idea  that  he  was  replying  to  an  impertinent 
intruder.  Our  bitterest  enemies  and  detractors  have  scored 
a  point  in  wringing  this  concession  out  of  a  man  whom 
Portugal  has  invoked  as  an  incontrovertible  authority  upon 

*  As,  for  instance,  in  British  índia;  see  pp.  29-31  and  62-63  of  the 
present  work  for  results  due  to  Mr  Nevinson's  school  of  thought  and 
action. 
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the  old  old  question  of  labour  in  Portuguese  West  Africa. 
How  can  we  otherwise  explain  his  tardy  appearance  on 
the  scene,  just  as  Messrs  Nevinson  and  Buxton  see  their 
wicked  and  irritating  work  tottering  on  the  verge  of  disaster  ? 
Yes:  why  is  it  only  now  that  Sir  Harry  Johnston  comes 
forward?  To  shelter  our  detractors  at  their  fali  ?  Ali  the 
more  credit  to  the  rescuer,  so  obvious  is  it  what  it  costs  him 
to  lead  the  erring  Mr  Nevinson  safe  back  into  the  fold. 

Sir  Harry  is  a  friend  of  the  Portuguese  ;  he  finds  them 
good  planters  ;  but — this  "  but  "  is  a  saving  clause,  extracted, 
Heaven  knows  how,  froni  this  good  man.  He  cannot  permit 
his  name  to  be  used  to  justify  the  assertion  that  the  processes 
employed  by  the  Portuguese  recruiters  for  S.  Thomé  are 
satisfactory,  and  he  returns  to  the  charge  against  them. 
But  who  asserted  that  they  were  ?  \Miat  lias  bccn  falscly 
said,  and  this  is  our  point,  is  what  Mr  Nevinson  says  of 
S.  Thomé  itself.  It  has  been  shown  that  the  lattcr  English 
writer  of  distinction  has  allowed  himself  to  be  driven  by  his 
hatred  of  S.  Thomé  to  tell  stories  refuted  by  the  very  facts 
they  narrate. 

The  mode  of  obtaining  recruits  was  imperfect.  Of  course 
it  was !  But  let  us  ask  this  question  :  Who,  at  the  very 
same  time,  was  making  use  of  any  better  methods  ?  Sir 
Harry  Johnston  himself  answers  us  when  he  speaks  of 
the  cruel  treatment  dealt  out  to  the  black  by  other 
colonisers — treatment  beside  which  our  own  but  proclaims 
our  praises.  Barbarity  has  disappeared  so  far  as  it  is 
possible  ;  and  if  in  England's  possessions  reforms  have  been 
introduced  and  the  condition  of  the  natives  improved  by 
the  diatribes  of  Mr  Nevinson  (!)  we  in  Portugal  niay 
ílatter  ourselves  that  we  have  never  required  any  such 
stimulus  to  keep  us  up  to  the  mark  in  respect  of  our  own 
subject  races.  We  were  imperfect  when  other  colonising 
nations  were  so  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  we ;  we 
improved  ourselves  and  our  conduct  so  as  to  earn  the  respect 
and  consideration  which  the  world  gives  to  a  progressive 
people.  .  .  . 

But  to-day  we  have  reached  tiie  epoch  when  tlicrc  are 
presented  before  the  League  of  Honour  facts  that  are  real, 
cruel,  nay  tragic ;  facts  relating  to  things  done  on  British 
soii  against  defenceless  natives ;  and,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  investigation  of  these  appallingly  brutal  deeds, 
done-in  one's  own  house,  is  being  proceeded  with,  the  English- 
nian  we  have  named  gets  up  w  ith  tales  that  are  manifestly 
false,  demonstrably  so,  and  calls  attention  to  Portugal !  .  .  . 
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No,  Sir  Harry  ;  the  Portufíucse  that  you  used  to  I<no\v  have 
mendcd  their  manners — they  havc  improvcd,  not  gone  back, 
and  it  is  but  the  other  day  that  the  man  of  science  and 
letters  who  used  to  be  the  British  Cônsul  in  Mozambique 
declared  that  he  had  no  wish  to  withdraw  or  modify  the 
flattering  but  just  expressions  he  had  used  regarding  us. 
His  present  letter  is  in  itself  one  more  proof  of  the  mis- 
judgment  of  us  by  Mr  Nevinson.  Where  Nevinson  says 
that  the  Portuguese  are  cowards  incapable  of  subjecting 
their  blacks,  and  that  the  latter,  exasperated  by  persecution, 
do  not  allow  themselves  to  be  conquered,  this  eminent 
scientist  tells  his  readers  that  "  ali  who  know  the  Portuguese 
know  that  as  a  general  rule  they  are  kind  and  indulgent 
masters  and  employers,  that  they  are  almost  constitutionally 
averse  from  cruelty." 

Sir  Harry  Johnston  declares  the  Portuguese  to  be  good 
colonists ;  Mr  Nevinson  finds  them  inferior  to  Kafirs.  Sir 
Harry  is  an  old  friend  of  the  Portuguese ;  Mr  Nevinson 
does  not  even  know  them.  Sir  Harry  treats  us  with 
geniality ;  Mr  Nevinson  insults  and  defames  us.  Sir  Harry 
knows  our  language ;  Mr  Nevinson  cannot  even  pronounce 
the  name  of  a  Portuguese  officer  he  mentions.  How  can 
this  eminent  man  of  science  come  to  the  aid  of  our  de- 
tractor ?  What  magic  power  has  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  his  mind  to  ally  him  with  the  fictions  of  our  enemy  ? 
We  do  not  despair  of  clearing  the  point  up  .  .  .  we  do 
not  doubt  that  the  day  when  we  shall  get  justice  done  us 
is  not  far  distant.     At  least  that  is  our  conviction. 

"  Editor,  Reforma.'" 


XIII.— THE  LEAGUE  OF  HONOUR 
IN   PERFORMANCE. 


NEGOTIATIONS    REGARDING    LIBERIAN    LABOUR. 


LETTER,    F.  W.    De   Valda   (Agronome  et   Spécialistc   cn 
Produits  Tropicaux),  to  Lieut.-Col.  .1.  A.  Wyllie. 

"  Hendon,  Lo.vdrks,  N.W. 
"  13  Jiíillct   1911. 

"  Mon  cher  Colonel, — Je  vous  remercie  de  votre  lettre 
da  1 1  et  aussi  de  la  copie  de  la  suite  de  la  correspondance 
avec  M.  Tarchidiacre  Beresford  Potter.  Voici  la  repouse 
de  celui-ci  à  la  lettre  que  je  lui   ai  écrite. 

J'aurai  bien  du  plaisir  à  vous  voir  ici  vendredi  par  le 
train  qui  arrive  à  Milford  à  2.50  soir.  Si  je  peux  vous 
aider  à  parvenir  à  une  solution  pratique  de  la  question  de 
la  main  d'oeuvre  de  S.  Thomé  et  Príncipe,  j'en  serai  bien 
aise.  II  me  parait  qu'une  ligne  de  politique  claire  et  bien 
définie  vaudra  mieux  que  des  discussions  sur  le  pkis  ou  le 
moins  d'exaggération  dans  Texplication  des  maux  qui 
existent.  '  II  est  important  que  le  public  anglais  puisse  voir 
clairement  que  les  agriculteurs  sincèrement  désirent  une 
main  d'oeuvre  libre  de  toute  saveur  de  coercion  ;  et  ljuc  le 
public  anglais,  par  Tintermédiaire  de  son  gouvernenient, 
aide  les  agriculteurs,  et  qu'il  ne  les  empêclient  pas.  â 
obtenir   une   main   d'oeuvre  libre.     Si  vous  pouvez  formuler 

"'  Sclon  moi,  iis  ncn  cxistcnt  pliis  de  cos  maux.  II  nc  s'apit  pas 
du  plus  ou  du  moins,  mais  de  la  vciité  ou  du  mcnsongc  des  assertions, 
quant  à  S.  Tliomé. — J.  A.  W. 
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un  plan  quelconque  pour  rcdiger  une  adresse  conjointement 
avec  la  Ligue  d'Honneur,  je  le  présenterai  à  mes  amis.' 

"  Quand  il  parle  d'exaggération  dans  la  description  des 
maux  qui  existent,  sans  doute  il  veut  vous  taquiner.  Son 
dernier  paragraphe,  cependant,  dans  lequel  il  parle  d'un  appel 
uu  gouvcrnement,  doit,  je  le  crois  bien,  ètre  considere  comme 
un  pas  en  avant.  En  effet  je  pense  que  vous  seriez  justifié 
si  vous  disiez  à  M.  xMantéro  et  à  ses  amis,  que  Tarchidiacre 
et  ses  amis  ont  promis,  provisoirement  au  moins,  leur  appui 
au  projet  du  recrutement  libérien  pour  S.  Thomé  et  Príncipe. 
Cette  nouvelle-ci  doit  donner  bien  du  plaisir  à  Lisbonne. 

"  Pardonnez-moi  que  je  tranche  court  la  discussion  pour 
y  arriver.  Vous  verrez  que  j'ai  mis  au  dehors  toute  question 
d'amour-propre  blessé,  n'ayant  égard  qu'à  atteindre  le  but 
désiré,  c'est  à  dire  fournir  la  main  d'a;uvre  libérienne  aux 
iles,  et  la  fournir  avec  Tapprobation  cordiale  de  MM.  Potter, 
Morei  et  Cie. 

"  Est-ce  que  j'ai  eu  raison  en  agissant  ainsi  ?  Naturelle- 
ment  je  vous  renseignerai  du  résultat  de  mes  conférences, 
correspondance,  etc,  et  en  attendant  je  vous  prie  de  con- 
sidérer  le  meilleur  moyen  d'obtenir  Tappui  le  plus  énérgique 
des  personnes  d'influence  pour  Tappliquer  à  Theure  d'entrer 
en  action.  II  me  parait  nécessaire  que  vos  amis  portugais 
veuillent  bien  m'autoriser  par  écrit  pour  me  permettre  de 
me  présenter  comme  agent  accrédité  *  des  intérêts  agricoles 
de  S.  Thomé.  Je  suis  certain  que  vous  reconnaitrez  Timport- 
ance  de  ceei  et  que  vos  amis  à  Lisbonne  me  fourniront  sans 
délai  les  documents  en  question. 

(Signé)  "  F.  W.   DE  Valda." 


LETTER,    F.  W.  De   Valda  to  Lieut.-Col.  J.   A.  Wyllie. 

"  Londres, 
"  15  Juillct  1911. 

Mon  cher  Colonel, — En  conformité  à  notre  combin- 
aison  je  suis  allé  hier  à  Milford,  Surrey.  M.  Tarchidiacre 
m'a  reçu  d'une  façon  três  hospitalière.     Aprés  avoir  explique 

'•"  Agent  accrédité,  mais  honoraire,  bien  entendti.  Mes  engagements 
professionnels,  même  si  je  le  désirais,  ne  me  permettent  pas  d'accepter 
un  poste  salarié. — F.  W.  de  V. 
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ma  position  dans  Taffaire,  en  disant  que  je  ne  m'y  occupais 
qu'en  ami  de  M.  Mantéro  et  de  vous,  atín  de  trouver  quelque 
moyen  de  mettre  íin  à  réternelle  question  de  '  Tesclavage 
santhoméien,'  je  lui  declarai  mes  idées.  Nous  discutions 
três  profondément  Taffaire  entière.  Le  resultat,  cependant, 
est  d'un  intcrêt  plus  important,  et  je  puis  le  résumer  comme 
suit : — 

M.  Tarchidiacre  Potter  fera  de  son  mieux  pour  per- 
suader  ses  amis  de  la  Société  Anti-esclavagiste  et  les  sociétés 
y  alliées,  d'appuyer  les  agriculteurs  de  S.  Thomé  et  de 
Principe  par  tout  moyen  possible  pour  obtenir  la  main 
d'ceuvre  libériennc,  c'est  à  dire  qu'ils  représenteront  le  cas 
des  agriculteurs  au  gouvernement  et  en  même  temps  à  des 
personnes  de  haute  catégorie  et  d'influence  dont  Tappui 
pourra  aider  à  cette  fin  : 

Pourvu,  cependant 

(i).  que  les  agriculteurs  donnent  des  garanties  que  rien 
d'esclavage  direct  ou  indirect,  ou  de  n'importe  quelle  manière 
restrictive  de  la  liberte,  ne  soit  permis  en  rapport  à  la  main 
d'oeuvre  libériennc ; 

'  (ii).  que,  pour  mieux  démontrer  Tabsence  du  dit  escla- 
vage  ou  restriction  de  liberte,  les  agriculteurs  concèdent 
à  la  dite  société  le  droit  facultatif  de  faire  des  inspections 
périodiques  et  des  enquêtes  sur  les  conditions  de  la  main 
d'oeuvre  des  iles ; 

"  (iii).  et  que  les  agriculteurs  donnent  des  garanties  suf- 
fisantes  pour  assurer  raccomplissement  en  bonne  foi  de  tout 
ce  qu'ils  ont  promis. 

'  Ceei,  à  mon  avis,  marque  une  grande  étape  en  avant, 
vers  la  solution  définitive  de  toute  difficulté  ou  malentendu, 
et  pour  ma  part  je  crois  que  si  les  planteurs  sont  vraiment 
sincères  dans  le  désir  qu'ils  ont  exprime,  on  ne  pourra 
point  trouver  des  personnes  plus  influentes  ou  plus 
désintéressées  que  celles  qui  forment  Tentourage  de  Tarchi- 
diacre,  ou  les  sociétés  auxquelles  il  s'intéresse.  La  seule 
question  sur  laquelle  Tarchidiacre  et  moi  nous  ne  nous 
sommes  pas  trouvés  d'accord  c'est  à  Tégard  du  terme  du 
contrat  des  travailleurs  libériens.  Je  lui  expliquai  cjue  les 
agriculteurs  ne  pourraient  pas  encourir  les  frais  de  recrute- 
ment  des  krumans  sans  les  obliger  de  contracter  pour  un 
terme  de  deux  ou  trois  années  de  travai!  aux  iles.  Ce  fut 
le  son  du  mot  contrat  (' indenture ')  qui  a  aigri  Tarchidiacre 
— mais  cette  difficulté-ci,  je  Tespère,  será  bientõt  confrontce 
et  vaincue. 
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"  En  réponse  à  sa  question  à  Tégard  de  notre  plan  de 
cainpagne,  je  lui  ai  dit  que  je  préférerais  de  traiter  directe- 
ment  avec  des  gens  d'importance  qui  connaissent  leur  métier 
à  eux,  et  qui  me  donneraient  Toccasion  de  répondre  amicale- 
ment  sur  le  champ  à  n'importe  quelle  objection  qu'ils  pour- 
raient  soulever.  J'ai  Tidée  de  demander  des  conférences 
avec  M.  E.  D.  Morei,  M.  Cadbury,  etc.,  et  j'ai  dit  à  Tarchi- 
diacre  Potter  que  dès  que  j'aurai  reçu  une  autorisation  du 
Centre  Colonial  ou  des  agriculteurs  qui  temoigneront  leur 
confiance  envers  moi  et  me  nommeront  agent  accrédité 
dans  Taífaire,  je  suivrai  les  lignes  déjà  indiquées. 

"  Même  au,jourd'hui  je  le  crois  bien  nous  avons  disperse 
beaucoup  du  brouiUard  de  malentendus  et  de  discussions 
à  tort  et  à  travers  qui  ait  retarde  la  marche  de  TafTaire. 
Si  le  Centre  Colonial  sincérement  veut  y  mettre  fin,  et 
s'il  m'honore  de  sa  confiance,  j'ai  bonne  raison  à  attendre 
à  un  succès  complet. 

"  Je  vous  prie  de  communiquer  Tessentiel  de  cette  lettre 
aux  cólons  portugais  interesses  et  de  me  renseigner  sur 
leur  réponse  aussitòt  que  possible.  J'envoie  la  lettre  par 
exprès  pour  en  effectuer  la  livraison  le  dimanche  au  matin 
afin  de  vous  laisser  la  journée  entière  pour  y  refléchir. 
Vu  que  le  jour  de  mon  départ  pour  TAfrique  Occidentale 
s'approche,  nous  n'avons  pas  trop  de  temps  à  perdre. 

(Signé)  "  F.   W.   de  Valda." 


COPY  LETTER,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  A.  Wvllie  to 
F.  W.  De  Valda. 

"  Edimbourg, 
"/c  16  Juillct  1911. 

Mon  cher  de  Valda, — Mille  remerciments  pour  vos  deux 
lettres  du  13  et  du  15  et  pour  la  façon  dont  vous  avez 
devoilée  la  chose.  Le  sentier  que  vous  avez  choisi  pour  y 
arriver  nous  démontre  ou  Ton  voudrait  nous  conduire,  et 
il  est  encore  le  temps  de  crier  gare  et  de  nous  raviser. 

Est-ce  que  M.  Tarchidiacre  pense  sérieusement  à 
Tacceptation     par     le     Centre     Colonial     d'unc     proposition 
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formulée  dans  de  pareils  termes  ?  EUe  hérisse  de  l'iin- 
pertinence  du  postulai  que  toute  idée  de  l'humanité  se 
rayonne  de  ce  centre  qui  se  trouve  à  Denison  House,  et  que 
Denison  House,  malgré  ses  désaveux  formeis,  *  possède  et 
garde  pour  Toccasion  le  droit  d'imposer  des  peines  sur 
rétranger.  Je  doute  fort  que  ce  soit  possible  de  fendre  en 
deux  la  question  dont  il  s'agit,  en  jetant  liors  du  vaisseau 
les  éléments  éthiques  et  sentimentales  atín  de  ne  garder 
rien  que  le  residu  essentiel.  Chez  nous  les  anti  n'aban- 
donneront  jamais  leur  théories,  mal  conçucs  et  pire  ap- 
pliquées,  de  la  philanthropie,  et  k  Lisbonne  les  plantcurs 
ne  pardonneront  non  plus  les  blessures  ainsi  infligées  à 
leur  amour-propre ;  par  conséquent  la  transaction  avortera 
en  tout  cas,   malgré  nos  meilleurs  eíTorts. 

Mais  regardons-la  du  point  de  vue  pratique,  et  voyons 
s'il  y  a,  réthique  et  le  sentiment  à  part,  de  la  viabilité 
là-dedans.  Des  garanties :  á  qui  les  donner?  Le  droit 
d'inspection  et  d'enquête :  par  qui  serait-il  exerce — par  les 
Nevinson,  les  Burtt?  Des  garanties  suffisantes  pour  assurer 
raccomplissement  en  bonne  foi  des  promesses  faites  par  les 
planteurs :  ces  messieurs  les  désircnt-ils  en  or,  en  obligations, 
ou  en  actions  au  portcur  ? 

"  Mon  ami,  ca  scnt  trop  le  paradis  des  blancs,  et 
S.  Thomé  n'est  qu'un  paradis  poiu-  les  nègres.  A  quoi 
bon  galvaniser  le  boycott  moribond  ?  11  vaut  mieux  le 
laisser  mourir  d'inanition.  Voilà  une  agglomération  de 
conditions  agaçantes,  chacune  desquelles  pourra  donner 
lieu  à  des  discussions  interminables  sur  les  faits  du  cas, 
dont  le  résultat  final  será  la  réduction  du  recrutement 
libérien  à  une  tache  si  ennuyante  que  les  planteurs  se 
trouveront  obligés  de  Tabandonner  pour  retourner  au  re- 
crutement angolais.  Desuite,  Tancien  cri  de  '  Tesclavage 
déguisé.' 

"  Moi,  je  reprendrai  Taífaire.  Je  ferai  le  micux  que  je 
pourrai  en  assistant  à  la  conférence  de  la  Ligue  d'Honneur 
le  24  du  courant.  Ouant  á  vous,  il  vous  faut  entrer  en 
relations  directes  avec  Lisbonne.  .le  n'ose  pas  envoycr  ces 
documents-ci  lá-bas — au  moins  au  Centre  Colonial ;  mais  je 
les  enverrai  à  un  de  mes  amis  qui,  lui  aussi,  y  appartient,  cn 
le  priant  de  présenter  une  proposition  qui  vous  y  appclerait 
en  visite  de  consultation  sur  la  question  de  recrutement 
libérien  sous  des  conditions  identiques  h  celles  des  colonies 
voisines  anglaises  qui   ne  font   pas  la  traite  des  noirs  (à  ce 
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qiril    parait,   ce    n'est    c|u'en    Nigérie    c|u'on    fait    Tesclavage 
britannique,  mais   nous   n'avons   pas   aíTaire  à  cette  posses- 


sion; 


(Signé)  "J.  A.  Wyllie." 


LETTER,     Ven.     Archdeacon     BERESFORD     POTTER 
TO    Mr    de    YALDA. 

"  Rake  Manor, 
"  MiLFORD,   i9th  Jiily   1911. 

"  Dear  Mr  De  Valda, — ThanUs  for  the  copy  of  your  letter 
to  Colonel  Wyllie.  It  represents  with  absolute  accuracy 
the  conversation  which  we  had,  and  I  cntirely  approve  of 
it. — Yours  very  faithfully, 

(Signed)  "  Beresford  Potter." 


Note. — The  next  move  on  the  part  of  the  Friends  of 
S.  Thomé  was  a  "  confidential "  one.  Its  nature  may  be 
surmised  by  the  correspondence  to  which  it  gave  rise. 


XIV.— "TOE     THE     LINE,     LEAGUE;     OR 
TAKE    THE    CONSEQUENCES." 


EXTRACT    FROM    LETTER    Lieut.-Colonel     WVLLIE 

TO     THE     HON.     SeCHETARY     AND     FOLNDER,      LeAGLE      OF 
HOXOUH. 


"Edinburgh.   \Stli  Jiily   h)ll. 

"  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  14th,  received  to-day,  1  can 
only  ask  you  to  act  as  you  think  best.  1  had  arranged  to 
attend  the  Council  Meeting  summoned  for  2-4th  current,  but 
to  avoid  compromising  you  with  your  prospective  coUeagues 
1  will  stay  away.  Personally  you  may  rest  assured  I  have 
nothing  but  gratitude  for  the  patience  and  consideration  you 
have  shown  me  throughout  this  correspondence.  .  .  .  The 
huniorous  aspect  is  what  most  appeals  to  me  at  present. 
The  British  humanitarian,  with  that  delicious  disregard  for 
fair  play  shown  throughout  this  case,  appHes  his  hoycott 
to  you  so  as  to  get  rid  of  an  opposition  element  represented 
by  one  sohtary  voice  in  iiis  big  hostile  crowd ;  while  the 
Portuguese  planter,  with  a  historie  experience  of  the  aUiance 
between  British  commerce  and  British  philanthropy,  may 
well  be  pardoned  if  he  wonders  whether  my  joining  that 
crowd  at  ali  is  not  one  more  instance  of  Britannic   perfidy  ! 

"  I  have  not  marked  this  letter  private  though  it  is 
written  in  answer  to  one  of  yours  so  marked,  as  I  do  not 
want  to  prevent  your  laying  it  before  your  Advisory  Council 
if  you  wish  to  do  so.  Please  make  what  use  of  it  you  choose. 
But  as  there  was  nothing  confidential  in  your  invitation  to  me 
to  join  your  advisory  board,  and  the  fact  that  1  have  done  so 
is  known  in  Lisbon,  might  1  ask  you  to  give  me  a  formal 
acceptance  of  my  resignation  t)f  the  seat  in  Council  for 
communication   to  my  friends   in    Lisbon?" 
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TeXT  ok  THE    HOi\.   SeCRETAKY's    RepLY  to  THE   FOKEGOING. 

"  Rakk  Manor, 

"  MlLFORD,    SUKHEY,     \9tll    Jllly. 

"  I  have  received  your  letter  resigning  your  seat  on  the 
Advisory  Council  of  the  League  of  Honour,  and  I  think  that 
your  action  is  wise.  The  League  is  a  very  small  affair  at 
present,  and  not  well  understood.  And  I  quite  think  your 
position  will  be  more  free,  at  present,  if  you  do  not  belong 
to  our  Council  than  it  might  be  if  you  did.  I  feel  quite 
confident  that  in  time  our  Portuguese  friends  will  believe 
that  we  mean  to  go  straight.  But  one  must  not  ask  them  to 
believe  this  until  they  know  us  better.  However,  if  they  will 
take  the  trouble  to  study  with  a  little  care  the  programme*  of 
the  League,  they  will  see  that  we  are  not  minimising  any  evils 
in  British  Territory ;  and  they  will  believe  that  we  do  not  think 
that  the  money-seeking  spirit,  which  is  mainly  responsible  for 
ali  the  slave  evils  in  the  world,  is  possessed  in  a  larger  degree 
by  the  Portuguese  than  by  other  '  Christian  '  nations. 

(Signed)  "  Beresford  Potter, 
"  Hon.  Secretary  and  Founder, 
^^  League  of  Honour.'''' 


THE  LEAGUE  OF   HONOUR. 
Founded  Sept.,    1910. 

{Hon.  Secretary,  Ven.  Archdeacon   B.   Potter, 

Rake  Manor,  Milford,  Siirrey.) 


Objects  of  the   League. 

I. — ^To  educate  the  British  people,  especially  Parliamentary 

voters,   on   questions   aífecting   the    honour   of    our 

country. 
II. — To    combine,    in    united    action,   the    sentiment    thus 

aroused,  so  as   to    make   it  effective  in    influencing 

the  Government  of  the  country. 

*  Sec  circular  which  foUows.  Tliroiigli  an  ovcrsight,  as  cxplained 
later,  this  programme  in  its  unamcndcd  form  was  distributed  at  the 
Universal  Races  Congress,  Inperial  Institiite,  South  Kensington,  27th 
and  2Sth  Julv  1911. 
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Need  of  slch  a  Leagle. 

To  dcal  xvith   thc  coiiditions  here  statcd,  viz.,  tliaf  : — 

(1.)  In  April  1909,  30,000  Christians  (men,  womcn  and 
children)  were  massacred  at  Adana,  under  the 
Government  of  a  country  which  largely  owes  its 
position  in  Europe  to  England's  friendship.  Little 
notice  was  taken  by  the  En<ílish  Press,  or  Govern- 
ment, though  dead  bodies  fíoated  to  Cyprus. 

(2.)  In  the  Belj>;ian  Congo,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  the 
most  odioLis  System  of  oppression  in  the  annals  of 
history  has  been  going  on,  under  which  it  is  stated 
on  good  authority  that  some  millions  of  natives 
have  been  put  t(j  death  in  the  most  cruel  manner, 
simply  to  extort  rubber,  etc,  at  the  lowest  possible 
price.  The  proceeds  of  some  of  the  Companies  have 
been  such  that  in  six  years  £1,000  has  brought 
£80,000  to  the  shareholder.  The  land  of  the 
country  was  confiscated  to  the  Government  in  a 
district  as  large  as  two-thirds  of  Europe.  The 
fact  that  an  Englishman  and  many  British  subjects 
were  murdered  by  officials  of  the  Congo  Govern- 
ment was  known  to  the  British  Government  in 
1895  and  1896,  before  the  Bóer  War,  yet  no 
definite  action  was  taken  by  any  European  Govern- 
ment, although  ali  had  bound  themselves  under  treaty 
"  in  the  namc  of  Almighty  God"  to  protect  the  Congo 
people.  Slavery  still  goes  on  in  half  the  Congo,"" 
though  the  other  portion  is  now  open  to  trade 
with  other  countries.  In  thc  Daily  Clironiclc  of 
24th  October  1910,  we  read  of  an  e.xtension  of  State 
plantations  of  rubber  in  several  districts  of  the 
Congo;  of  punitive  expeditions,  in  which  the  natives 
lost  25  killed  and  25  wounded. 

(3.)  In  British  territory,  in  South  Africa,  a  systcm  of 
"  indentured  labour"  prevails.  It  is  stated  on 
good  authority  that  the  suicides  of  indentured 
labourers  are  from  ten  to  fourteen  times  as 
numerous  as  those  in  the  countries  from  which 
they  come.  In  South  Africa,  since  the  war,  large 
numbers  of  free  Indians,   born  and  bred  in  South 

*  Sce  pagcs  196,  197,  infra. 
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Africa,  wlio  invested  their  money  in  the  country, 
have  been  expatriated  for  no  cause  but  colour. 
Thus  a  system  is  now  going  on  in  British  South 
Africa  of  deportation  of  free  Indians,  and  importa- 
tion  of  "  indentured  "  Indians. 

Thk  Bishop  of  Madras  says : — "The  treatment  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Transvaal  is  a  disgrace  to  the  British  Empiíe, 
and  I  can  ftilly  sympatliisc  with  the  rcsentment  and  indigna- 
tion  which   it  excites  throLij^hoiit   índia." 

(4.)  At  S.  Thomé,  a  system  of  slavery,  contrary  to  ali 
principies  of  Christianity  and  civilisation  has 
been  going  on  for  twenty  years  The  deaths  are 
120  per  1,000  per  annum  and  40  per  cent.  die  on 
the  journey. 

The    League,   if   supported    by  the  country,   will    stop 

THESE  AND  SIMILAR  EVILS,  and  PREVENT  THEIR  RECURRENCE. 

The  foUowing   have   expressed   their   sympathy   with   the 

movement : — 

The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;  Mr  E.  D.  Morel  ; 
The  Bishops  of  Southwark,  Rochester,  Carlisle,  Sodor 
AND  Man;  Lords  Willoughbv  de  Broke  and  Lamington  ; 
Rev.  Dr.  Clifford  ;  Secretaries  of  three  Leading  Societies  ; 
SiR  Charles  Bruce  ;  and  Conservative  and  Liberal  Members 
of  Parliament. 


WiLL  You  Help?       If  so  write  to  the   Hon.  Secretary. 


XV.— THE    DENOUEMENT. 


EXTRACTS  FuoAi   LETTERS  of  Archdeacon    Potter  to 

COLONEL      WyLLIE,      DATED       4tH       AND       7tH      AuGUST 

1911,    ON    THE    Proposeu    Recruitment    ()i-    Lauolr 
i\    Libéria    for    S.    Tho.mé. 


[Note. — Though  we  presume  \vc  have  permission  to 
quote  from  the  following  as  freely  as  from  previous  corres- 
pondence,  and  though  our  case  would  be  strengthened  and 
not  weakened  by  what  we  leave  out,  we  limit  ourselves  to 
matter  unlikely  to  widen  the  fieid  of  dispute.] 


"  Dear  Colonel  Wyliie, — The  literature  circulated  at 
the  Races  Congress  was  that  printed  when  the  League 
was  first  formed ;  the  same  that  was  sent  you  when  you 
very  kindly  subscribed  to  the  League  .  .  .  The  reviscd 
sheet  is  now  in  the  printer's  hands. 

I  would  have  inserted  something  about  Libcrian 
labour  but  I  thought  it  useless,  (i)  because  De  Valda's 
proposal  was  not  for  Free  Labour,  as  you  had  previously 
given  me  to  understand  Portuguese  desires  ainied  at ;  but 
for  a  three-years'  Indentured  Labour,  and  experience  shows 
that  to  be  a  different  thing;  and  (ii)  because  you  in  a 
letter  to  me  said  that  De  Valda  had  gone  too  far.  Unlcss 
most  carefully  safeguarded,  a  three-years'  indcnture  makcs 
the  labourer  more  or  Icss  a  shxvc  at  the  mercy  of  his 
employer  .   .   . 

"As  rcgards  Libcrian  hiliour,  one  of  my  Counci! 
wrote  the  other  day  :  *  Beware  of  encouraging  indentured 
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labour.'  ...  In  any  arraniícmcnt  with  Portuí^al  I  presume, 
as  De  Valda  said,  representativc  nien  liUe  Cadbury,  Morei, 
.  ,  .  etc,  would  be  consulted  as  to  advising  thc  Government 
to  help   Portugal  towards  fi'ee  labour. 

"With  regard  to  publishing  my  letters,  I  have  no 
right  to  ask  you  not  to  publish  those  marked  private, 
nor  do  I  see  any  objection  to  your  publishing  what  you 
have  sent  me  (as  far  as  my  memory  goes  I  believe  your 
e.xtracts  to  be  quite  accurate)  .  .  . 

(Signed)  "  Beresford  Potter," 


Note. — Had  we  conceived  such  a  theory  of  rights  and 
duties  possible,  we  should  have  retired  much  earlier  from 
this  discussion.  But  since  Archdeacon  Potter  penned  the 
above  lines,  a  vivid  object-lesson  on  '  Free  Labour "  has 
been  read  to  him  and  his  fellow-countrymen.  It  has  been 
equally  a  lesson  to  us  in  its  bearing  on  our  case.  S.  Thomé's 
offer  to  the  Liberian  labourer  is  one  the  latter  may  take  or 
leave  as  he  pleases ;  it  is  for  a  three  years'  engagement  for 
Service  abroad,  such  as  is  daily  offered  in  the  advertisement 
columns  of  English  newspapers  without  offence ;  there  is 
no  compulsion  about  it  beyond  the  mutual  obligations  of 
the  agreement  itself ;  and  it  conforms  strictly  with  the  letter 
and  the  spirit  of  a  Portuguese  law  recognised  even  by  the 
British  Anti-Slavery  Society  as  excellent  (p.  IHhéy  supra).  114 
AU  we  expected  the  League  to  do  in  fulfilment  of  its  promise 
of  aid  was  to  discountenance  unfair  and  hypocritical  tactics 
on  the  part  of  our  British  rivais  in  the  same  labour-market. 
The  answer  we  have  elicited,  and  accept  as  final,  if  it  em- 
bodies  any  principie  whatever,  is  a  negation  of  both  the 
master's  right  and  the  servant's  corresponding  duty  under 
an  ordinary  contract  for  hire.  We  can  maiie  nothing  else 
of  it  than  this. 

We  do  not  require  to  lift  the  thin  veil  of  anonymity 
which  drapes  the  League's  latest  adviser  to  guess  to  whom 
we  are  indebted  for  this  last  move.  AU  we  would  note  is 
is  that  the  League  of  Honour  has  allowed  itself  to  drift 
out  of  Philanthropy  into  Syndicalism — a  creed  incompatible 
with  both   Honour  and  Duty. 

England  has  now  seen,  and  we  trust  the  League  of 
Honour  has  also  seen,  that  the  system  the  latter  aims  at 
substituting  for  Indentured  or  Contract  Labour  is  in  practice 
the    deadliest   enemy  to  true   Freedom ;    that    even    in    the 
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hands  of  white  lahour  it  places  the  master,  the  fellow-worker, 
and  the  subsistence  of  the  whole  community,  at  the  mercy 
of  forces  that  make  for  rapine  and  anarchy,  If  this  be  so 
where  intelHgent  white  men  are  concerned,  who  can  measure 
the  peril  of  its  extension  to  the  case  of  the  undiscipHned 
black  ? 

Think  it  out,  League  !  \Ve  are  sure  you  mean  to  run 
straight,  but  \ve  will  make  you  no  rash  promises  of  co- 
operation  till  convinced  of  your  abihty  to  do  so.  First 
free  yourselves :  let  the  League  refuse  to  be  exploited  by 
any  caucus  of  dreamers,  screamers,  or  schemers.  Get  back 
to  first  principies,  and  then  give  us  your  re-statement  of 
the  SiiiiiiiiiDi!  Boniíii!  in  Philanthropy — the  practical  pohtics 
of  the  subject.  Aleanwhile,  \ve  must  do  our  best  according 
to  our  own  Hghts. 


NOTE. 


////  Aiígtist  1911  : — The  Revised  Scheme  of  the  League, 
dated  August  1911,  is  now  in  our  hands.  Its  text,  so  far 
as  it  directly   interests   Portugal,   is  as  follows : — 

(4)  "At  Angola,  a  system  of  slavery,  contrary  to  ali 
principies  of  Christianity  and  civilisation,  has  been  going  on 

for  many  years. 

"Mr  W.  A.  CADBURY  says  (Juh  191 1):— 'The  old 
conditions  of  nearly  100  years  ago  have  never  in  reality 
been  changed.  Ali  the  sugar  estates,  with  one  exception, 
are  run  by  forced  labour.  A  post-card  just  received  shows 
that  slave-raiding  is  just  going  on  the  same  as  ever.' 
Until  recentíy)  [italics  oursj  this  slave  labour  was  recruited 
for  S.  Thomé,  and  the  friends  of  the  Portuguese  admit  that 
grave  abuses,  nay  crimes,  used  to  occur  in  connection  with 
the  old  vicious  system  of  recruiting,  but  that  this  recruiting 
has  ncno  [our  italics  again]  ceased  is  confirmed  (May  1911) 
by  the  Rev.  J.    H.   Harris,  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

"Mr  CADBURY,  speaking  of  S,  Thomc-,  aiso  says, 
(July  1911): — 'The  Curador  appointcd  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  labourer  is  the  noniinee  of  the  planters  ' ; 
and  he  considers  that   '  the  enormous  powers  placed  in  the 
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hands  of  irresponsible  laj^ain  our  italicsj  managers,  and 
the  high  death-rate  and  low  birth-rate  are  evidences  of 
serious  evils.' 

"Captain  COUCEIRO,  Ex-Governor  of  Angola  (1910), 
says : — 'No  matter  what  the  cause,  the  natives  are  not 
repatriated.  The  establishment  of  a  voluntary  stream  of 
labour  emigration  would  do  away  with  the  present  enforced 
contracts.  Let  there  be  fewer  words  and  a  long  repatria- 
tion  list ;  thus  will  the  national  conscience  be  satisfied.' 
Rev.  J.  Harris  states  (May  1911)  that  'there  are  30,000 
slaves  now  on  the  cocoa  farms  of  these  islands ' ;  that  '  in 
1910,  17  returned  to  Angola,  in  January  1911,  63  were 
conveyed  to  the  mainland.'  " 


Not  only  Messrs  E.  D.  Morei  and  J.  H.  Harris,  but  also 
W.  A.  Cadbury  and  Paiva  Couceiro  !  Thanks  :  now  we  know 
where  we  are. 

Portitgiiese  papcrs  please  copy. 


"  LIST  OF  BOOKS :  One  at  least  of  each  Section  to 
be  read  by  ali  Associates  and  Members  of  the  League  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age : — 

"'Crimes  on  the  Congo' — Sir  Conan  Doyle  (Hutchin- 

son,  price  6d.). 
"'Red    Rubber' — E.    D.    Morei    (Fisher    Unwin,    price 

1/-). 
"'Great  Britain  and  the  Congo '—E.   D.  Morei  (Smith 

Elder  &  Co.,  price  6  -)• 
" '  Labour    in    Portuguese    West    Africa '  —  W.    A. 

Cadbury   (Routledge,   price  3d.). 
"  '  Barbarous   Me.xico ' — J.   O.   Turner   (Cassell    c^    Co., 

price  7/6)." 


Note  (by  us). — When  "Portuguese  Planters  and  British 

Humanitarians "  appears,  will  any  member  of  the  League 
Council  be  so  kind  as  suggest  its  inclusion  in  the  foregoing 
list? 

Orders  received  at  the  offices  of  the  Rcfonua,   Lisbon  ; 
price  1   real,  and  postage  (send  6d.  in  stamps). 
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AT    LAST;    S.    THOMÉ    SLAVES   TO   TASTE 
SWEETS   OF   LIBERTY! 

"Department  of  Industrial  Propekty  :   Lisnox, 
16th  August   1911. 

'The  following  application   has  been  granted  : 

"  English  Socicté  Anonyme,  Cadbury  Bros..  Limited, 
Registered  Office,  Bournville,  Kngland,  praying  for  pro- 
tection  for  seven  Trade-Marks  "  Cadbury  "  in  the  overseas 
provinces  of  Angola,  Cape  Verde,  Guinea,  Mozambique, 
S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe,  and  in  the  territories  of  the 
Mozambique  and  Nyassa  Companies,  upon  Pastry,  Con- 
fectionery,  Chocohxte,  Sugar,  Honey,  Sweets,  Cakes,  and 
Biscuits. 

(Signed)  "António  Teixeira  Júdice, 

"  Chefe  da  Repartição.'" 


PosT  Hoc,   Propter   Hoc  ? 

THE    DAILY    NEWS,  26th  August   1911,  says: 

"Ali  liberal-minded  men  will  hope  that  the  Repubhc 
thus  formally  inaugurated  will  have  a  prosperous  future, 
and  give  the  Portuguese  people  a  large  measure  of  Liberty 
and  Happiness.  France  has  hastened  to  recognise  the 
Portuguese  Republic.  The  United  States  had  done  so  some 
months  ago,  but  it  was  understood  that  this  country  and 
other  European  countries  would  delay  the  formal  recognition 
of  the  new  regime  until  it  had  been  dcHnitciy  sanctiimed  l\v 
the  Portuguese  people.  We  trust  that  Sir  Edward  Grey 
will  lose  no  time  in  following  the  example  of  France." 

And  of  Bournville.  Tiie  last  impediment  has  now  been 
removed.  Where  Philanthropy  rushes  in,  Diplomacy  need 
not  fear   to  tread.      Is  this  the  end  of  tlie  Great    Boycott  ? 
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Will  Anti-Slavery  still  hunt  with  the  hounds  now  that  she  has 
elected  to  run  with  the  hare  ?  Will  Practical  Philantlirí)py 
still  raise  conscientious  ohjections  to  buyinj^,  but  not  to  selling, 
in  a  "  slave  market"  ?  And  will  the  Protectors  of  Aborigines 
spoil  that  marlíct  by  materialising  their  dream  of  deporting 
those  30,000  "  slaves  "  from  S.  Thomé  to  the  Upper  Congo  ? 
Will  they  take  due  note  that  not  only  are  fire,  the  sword, 
and  slavery  at  work  on  the  Upper  Congo,  but  that  the  new 
home  of  the  30,000  is  still  closed  to  trade,  and  if  sent 
there,  the  sevenfold  Sweets  of  Freedom  may  never  reach 
them  ? 

We  fear,  however,  it  is  only  the  first  act  in  this  long- 
drawn  comedy  that  is  ended.  There  are  other  players  to 
take  the  boards.  Exeunt  Gin-Journalism  and  Chocolate- 
Making;  Enter  Anarchism  and  Syndicalism.  Britain,  at 
least,  will  be  lucky  if  the  grand  finale  is  not  the  setting  on 
fire  of  the  whole  theatre. 


SLAVE-RAIDING    FOR    THE    UPPER    CONGO. 

Note. — The  letter  we  give  below,  dated  from  S.  Thomé, 
25th  May  (three  months  ago)  has  recently  gone  the  round 
both  of  the  "  Cocoa  Press "  and  of  the  recognised  organs 
of  British  Public  Opinion  without  exciting  any  comment 
whatever.  Yet  it  is  perhaps  the  most  remarkable  document 
of  the  many  issued  in  the  course  of  this  crusade  by  the 
Anti-Slavery  and  (save  the  mark !)  Aborigines'  Protection 
Society.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  its  authenticity,  for 
its  writer  is  an  Assistant-Secretary  of  the  Society,  and  it  is 
given  to  the  press  under  the  impriniafiir  of  the  Secretary 
himself.  Before  adding  it  to  our  collection,  we  have  waited 
for  it  to  íilter  down  to  the  African  Mail,  confident  that 
the  Editor  of  that  paper,  as  Champion  of  Congo  Reform 
and  Member  of  Council  for  Congo  Afíairs  to  the  League  of 
Honour,  would  not  fail  to  condemn  it  with  his  customary 
vigour.  We  have  deceived  ourselves ;  his  thoughts  are 
elsewhere — in  Southern  Nigéria  or  with  the  Master  of 
Magdalen  College,  perhaps;  anyhow  he  has  nothing  to 
say.  But  we  have,  and  after  giving  the  text  of  the  letter 
as  we  find  it  in  the  African  Mail,  we  shall  say  what  that 
paper  has  ieft  unsaid. 
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FROM    THE    AFRICAN    MAJL,   18th  Alg.   1911. 
S.  Tho.mé  Labour. 

"  In  the  course  of  a  letter  to  the  Anti-Slavery  and 
Aborigines'  Protection  Societ\ ,  in  which  he  says  that 
shipments  of  labour  from  Angola  to  the  cacao  islands 
have  ceased,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Harris  i^oes  on  to  remark  : — 
'The  Mozambique  labour  is,  however,  quite  inadet|uate. 
and  there  is  a  general  expeetation  that  the  shipment  of 
sewicâes  from  Angola  will  recommence  in  the  near 
future.  The  question  remains  of  those  present  on  the 
islands.  There  must  be  at  least  30, ()()()  gathered  from  the 
hinterland  of  Angola,  who  see  little  hope  of  a  return  to 
their  homes  {sic).  But  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that 
repatriation  lias  definitely  begun  .  .  .  [here  follow  details 
of  reeent  shipments  from  the  islands]  .  .  .  Any  suggestions 
for  accelerating  this  repatriation  are  met  with  the  remarli 
that  the  serviçaes  have  been  taken  from  territories  so  far 
inland  that  they  could  not  find  their  homes  again.  Many 
appear  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Congo. 

"'A  gentleman  who  takes  much  interest  in  this  question 
has  suggested  that  co-operation  between  the  Belgian  and 
Portuguese  authorities  would  bring  about  the  return  to 
their  homes  of  several  thousands  of  the  scrxuçaes.  The 
suggestion  is  more  practicable  than  appears  at  first 
sight.  Belgium  undoubtedly  has  the  right  to  ascertain 
how  many  of  her  subjects  are  in  S.  Thomé  and  Príncipe, 
and  it  would  not  be  difíicult  to  hnd  a  mcans  of  identifymg 
them.  It  would  only  require  a  small  commission  of 
White  Men,  accompanied  by  half-a-dozen  intelligent 
natives  representative  of  the  different  Congo  tribes. 
Such  a  commission,  formed  with  the  good-will  of  the 
Portuguese  Government  to  visit  the  rocãs  on  the  islands, 
would  very  quickly  ascertain  the  districts  from  which  the 
serviçaes  were  taken.'  " 


Reading  between  the  lines,  the  desire  to  cripple  the  roças 
by  depriving  them  of  their  labourers,  whether  these  want  to 
go  or  not,  is  far  more  manifest  than  any  consideration  for 
the  well-being  of  the  negrões  personally  concerned  in  the 
scheme.  The  writer  refrains  from  putting  his  conclusions 
into  words,  leaving  the  reader   to  draw  his   own  infercnce  as 
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to  the  line  of  further  action.  The  proposal,  apparently,  is 
one  for  the  appointinent  of  an  International  Commission, 
composed  of  Congo  Cannibals  (Cannibal  tribes,  being  among 
those  affected,  undoubtedly  have  the  right  to  asccrtain  how 
niany  of  their  kith  and  kin  are  on  the  islands),  Belgian 
officials  and  concessionnaires  (the  latter  have  an  equally 
undoubted  right  to  know  how  many  of  their  victims  have 
been  filched  from  them  by  Portugal),  and  some  selected 
Portuguese  delegates  (Major  Vieira  and  ex-Captain  Paiva 
Couceiro  might  be  suggested),  This  roving  Commission, 
with  the  good-will  of  Portugal  (or  without  it  ?)  is  to  overrun 
the  islands,  to  take  its  pick  of  the  hands  at  work,  and  to 
march  them  off  to  the  the  tune  of  "  Home  Sweet  Home," 
to  the  regions  where  the  principie  of  government  is  "  Rubber 
for  Revenue,"  or,  in  other  words,  the  amputation  of  human 
hands  as  the  penalty  for  short  delivery ! 

Mr  Harris's  letter  appears  on  page  452  of  the  African 
Mail.  By  an  obviously  unintentional  coincidence,  on  page 
457  of  the  same  issue  (18th  August),  \ve  have  the  following 
as  a  side-light  upon  "  Home  Sweet  Home"  for  the  repatriated 
serviçal : — 

CoxGO  Tragedies. 

Lieutenant  Arnold  has  been  condemned  to  twelve  years*^ 
imprisonment  for  participating  in  the  Mongalia  massacres. 

According  to  a  Belgian  newspaper,  the  Welle  and  Ubanght 
regions  are  à  feu  et  à  saiig — which  means  in  full  revolt. 
Commandant  Graziani  has  been  kiUed  by  revolted  soldiery 
at  Durba  Dumgu.  Lieutenant  Lebrun  has  also  been 
killed  by  soldiers  in  the  Ubanghi.  Judge  Nohr  is  shut  up 
in  Mahagi  by  the  natives.  The  roads  between  Mahagi  and 
Irniun   are  cut. 


[NOTE  by  the  Editor,  African  Mail.     The  regions    in 
question  form   part  of  the  "  unreformed  zone."] 


Note  (by  us). — They  do;  and  they  are  just  the  kind  of 
place  to  which  the  poor  exile  of  S.  Thomé  yearns  to  return. 
Has  the  British  public  not  had  about  enough  of  this  kind 
of  thing  ?  Will  any  reader  take  the  trouble  to  turn  back 
to  pages  71,  74,  77,  84,  and  especially  to  pages  87  and  189  of 
the  present  pamphlet,  and  suggest  a  neatly  descriptivc  word 
for  this  dcniier  cri  in  Aboriginal   Protection  ? 

F.  M. 

J.  A.  W. 
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